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im and Sherry Harrold grew up in Omaha but spent 

more than two decades living all around the world while 

Jim served in the Air Force. They could have picked any-

where to reside after he finished his 26-year Air Force career, 

but they wanted to return to their roots and, in 2009, landed 

on Spyglass Court. 

ñIn 26 years,ò Jim said, ñwe moved 16 times. This is the longest 

weôve lived in the same house, which takes a little bit of getting 

used to being retired.ò 

Jim lived near 42nd and Center and graduated from Omaha 

Central High School in 1974, two years before Sherry graduated 

from Omaha Bryan High. They first met while attending an 

Omaha church Sunday School. 

ñWhen we met, I was 14, and she was 12,ò Jim said. ñSo weôve 

known each other basically all our lives.ò 

They both attended UNO after high school. Jim got his degree 

in geography in 1982, and thatôs when he chose to join the Air 

Force. 

By then, Jim and Sherry had been married for four years. 

ñIn the early 1980s, you had high interest rates and high unem-

ployment,ò he said. ñIt was harder to get a job, so I decided (the 

Air Force) would be a decent gig for four years.ò 

Jim was assigned to Officer Training School at Lackland Air 

Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. He didnôt realize it at the 

time, but his original plan of staying four years turned into 26 

years. 

It was his first visit to Texas and, even in October, the weather 

was much warmer than his home state. 

Jimôs first duty assignment was Malmstrom Air Force Base in 

Great Falls, Montana. Thatôs where their twin sons, Jordan and 

Trevor, were born. (Today, they have one granddaughter.) 

ñIt was semi-scenic,ò he said of Montana. ñThere are mountains 

there. People like to go hunting and fishing there.ò 

Air Force life means uprooting the family every few years, but 

Jim said the twins handled the adjustments well, and, in fact, 

had the advantage of exposure to different climates. 

Said Jim: ñWhen we were living in (Tampa) Florida, one of the 

kids told me, óYou know there are people in high school who 
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have never seen snow?ô They got to live in Texas, Ohio, Germa-

ny, California.ò 

When the family was stationed in Germany, the twins got to 

visit Paris on a field trip. 

Recalling 9/11 attack on America 

Jim was stationed in Tampa on Sept. 11, 2001, when the word 

spread about the New York City attack on the World Trade 

Center. 

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
Heõs now retired from 2 careers 

See Harrolds, Page 2 

Jim and Sherry Harrold were married in 1978. They 

have twin sons and one granddaughter. (Photo 

courtesy of Jim Harrold.) 
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Harrolds: Anchorage became the coupleõs final duty station 

Continued from Page 1 

ñWe watched live when the second plane hit,ò he said, ñand we 

said, óDid that just happen?ô One of our office mates was going 

TDY (temporary duty) to the Pentagon 

that day. Her plane had just landed at 

Reagan National, and we were all wonder-

ing if she was alive. She said her plane 

landed about the same time (as the one 

that hit the WTC).ò 

As all of America knew, President Bush 

was in Florida at the time and quickly left 

for Offutt Air Force Base. Air Force One 

was escorted by F-15 fighters, and one of 

the pilots later became Jimôs wing com-

mander. 

Jim and Sherryôs last duty station was 

Elmendorf AFB in Anchorage, Alaska. The 

two winters there werenôt as bad as you 

might think. 

ñI was stationed in Minot, North Dakota,ò 

Jim said, ñand it was colder in Minot than 

it was in Anchorage. In Anchorage, we 

would get freeze and thaw. In Minot, you 

freeze.ò 

While in Alaska, he was deployed to Iraq. 

Then, in 2008, Jim retired, and the fami-

ly returned to Nebraska. Jim took ad-

vantage of the post-9/11 GI Bill to return 

to UNO, where he earned both his masterôs degree in public 

administration and a PhD. 

Second career lasted until 2025 

He then was hired by UNO and worked at the College of 

Public Affairs and Community Service. 

ñI was involved with UNO in one way or another from 

2009 through 2025,ò Jim said. ñI had a lot of different 

positions.ò 

During his final six years, he served as the student advi-

sor for the masterôs in public ad-

ministration program and eventu-

ally co-chaired the program. 

ñBy then,ò Jim said, ñI was teach-

ing a couple of classes. So I had 

two different careers, the military 

and academia. It was fun.ò 

While at UNO, the Harrolds were 

renting in central Omaha and de-

cided to purchase a home. And 

thatôs how they ended up on Spy-

glass. 

ñWe had a really aggressive real 

estate agent who took us here,ò 

Jim said. ñWe got a really good 

deal on this place.ò 

An avid golfer, Jim enjoys playing 

with acquaintances heôs made 

over the years at Bay Hills. He 

considers it among the most fruit-

ful parts of retirement. 

When not golfing, he and Sherry 

also travel quite often, sometimes 

around the country and to foreign 

lands. 

Life in Buccaneer Bay is a little different, Jim said, when 

compared to residing on an Air Force facility. 

ñWhen you live on base housing, you immediately become 

friends with people,ò he said. ñItôs because you believe 

youôre all in the same boat and youôre going to be there a 

while, even if itôs not a long while.ò 

 Sherry welcomes Jim back after his 

 2005 deployment to Iraq. (Photo 

 courtesy of Jim Harrold.) 

Advertising is welcome  
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If youôd like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card ð $2.00 

ı-page size ð $4.00 

İ-page size ð $5.00 

Full page ð $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter  

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bayôs Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher éééééééééééééé.éééé..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ééé...éééé.ééééé Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor éééééééééééééééé.éé.éé  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers é...éééé.é...é... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 



Wildlife on display in Buc Bay  
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Spotted last month close to the third hole of the golf course and not far from the deck of the home of Jerry and 

Peggy Williams were some visitors who stop by for food and drink. 
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A couple of months ago, I wrote a story 

about Boomer Radio, specifically, Jack 

Swanda and his many years in the industry. 

Toward the end of my phone interview with 

Jack, he invited me to appear at the Thurs-

day in-studio ñsit-in.ò Well, it took place 

June 4, and it was a hoot. 

During my 20 years at the World-Herald 

and as a freelance writer and newsletter edi-

tor, Iôve interviewed hundreds (maybe more 

than a thousand) people, but rarely have I 

been on the other end. I once was filmed by Channel 6 when I 

was the wellness coordinator at the 

Omaha law firm of Kutak Rock. 

While still at the firm, a sportswriter 

for the UNO student newspaper inter-

viewed me about my time as the 

schoolôs first womenôs sports infor-

mation director. Fast-forward to No-

vember 2008, when I was interviewed 

live on Fox Business News. It hap-

pened just a couple weeks after being 

let go by the paper while attending a 

job fair. I was selected after talking to 

the guy who was in charge of the job 

fair. But, as I often do, I digress. 

Back to my radio visit. I was told to be 

there 15 minutes before going on the 

air at 4 oôclock. I got there in plenty of 

time and waited for Jack to bring me into the studio, not really 

sure what was to happen. 

For some reason, I wasnôt nervous, and we hit it off from the 

start. I was told to put on the headphones when we were live, 

then take them off when we werenôt. It was interesting to watch 

Jack multi-task during my hour sitting across from him. 

A few days earlier, I helped him prepare for the interview by 

answering questions and submitting some favorite songs of 

mine while growing up. Thatôs how the interview went, and it 

was fun recalling my  years at Papillion High. 

I probably should have jotted down notes for the visit, but 

shooting ñfrom the hipò turned out OK. It helped that he asked 

questions that I was prepared to answer. I think my favorite 

question was: ñWhat was your first car?ò I didnôt have to think 

hard when I answered: a 1964 Rambler station wagon. 

If youôve read my autobiography, you know the story about that 

carôs demise. I mentioned it during my radio sit-in. In case you 

missed it, hereôs what I recalled: 

I had returned home from a date with my girlfriend (now wife) 

Shirley shortly after midnight (her curfew). My car was parked 

From the Editor 

Boomer Radio sit-in was a blast 
behind my momôs, and on the right side of the driveway were 

my dadôs TV antenna business trucks. The driveway had a drop

-off from the yard. 

Just as I was drifting off to sleep in our downstairs bedroom, I 

heard a loud noise. I opened the garage door to see a Chevy El 

Camino lying on top of my Rambler ð crushed like a pancake. 

My parentsô bedroom was right above the garage, and they did-

nôt hear the crash, so I had to wake them. My dad quickly called 

the police, and a squad car arrived in minutes. The driver of the 

El Camino opened the door and said, ñHell of a wreck, huh?ò 

Yes, he was hammered. 

As the cops were hauling him 

away he said, ñWhat are you 

doing? I didnôt do anything 

wrong.ò 

Another neat thing about the 

Rambler that I shared on the air 

with Jack was that the station 

wagonôs back bench seat folded 

completely into a bed, which 

was perfect for double dates at 

the drive-in theater for double 

features. One couple would 

make out in the front seat dur-

ing the first movie, and then 

trade places with the other cou-

ple for the second flick. (In the 

winter, the windows were com-

pletely steamed over.) 

If youôd like to hear the entire interview, it was archived on 

Boomer Radioôs website. Hereôs the link: 

Boomer Sit-Ins | My Boomer Radio (Youôll need to scroll 

down to see my photo with Jack and Elvis. You can fast-

forward past the songs.) 

* * * 

I renewed my membership in the Morons Club last month. It 

was a result of having our annual air conditioner check-up 

done. Aksarben Heating & Air offered a $50 ñdeal,ò but I was 

sure the technician would find issues ð and I was right. 

I asked our regular service company to verify it, and I was told 

the capacitor was nearing its end, and it was replaced (at no 

charge as it was still under warranty). Two days later, the a/c 

was blowing warm air, so I asked the guys to come back out. 

It didnôt take long for them to figure out the problem. The ther-

mostat was set for ñheatò instead of ñcool.ò Talk about embar-

rassing. I vowed to always keep my reading glasses with me 

when setting the thermostat. 

John  Fey 

 Jack Swanda, left, and yours truly pose with 

 Elvis after my interview ended. 

https://www.myboomerradio.com/podcast/boomer-podcasts/
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New water hazard  

Heavy rain last month produced a new pond 

near the fifth fairway. (Photo by Marjorie 

Gabriel.) 



Fungoes arrives in Plattsmouth  
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or it wouldnôt allow us to get defensive work in.ò 

Sarah found the building in Plattsmouth, but Brian said his 

initial reaction was negative. He was convinced by Adam Mey-

er, owner of the property, that he would transform the storage 

bays into batting cages. 

ñHe changed our business model because of what he did,ò 

Strawn said. ñIn the span of five or six months, he did all of the 

work.ò 

When Strawn launched the business 11 months ago, Porter was 

wrestling with how much longer he wanted to stay in the NCAA 

Division I coaching profession. He and wife Meghan were rais-

ing two young sons, and Evan missed the time spent away from 

his family. 

ñI consider Brian my best friend,ò Porter said, ñand once he 

explained that his two kids were the main reason he got out of 

coaching, he was instrumental in getting me out of coaching. 

When he built Fungoes, he told me he hoped I would join him. 

Iôd been wrestling with that decision for about a year. I had no 

Buccaneer Bay resident Dave Nielsen was contacted by Evan 

Porter last month and had no idea he was talking to the UNO 

baseball coach who retired at the end of the 2026 season. Por-

ter had just signed on with a new baseball and softball acade-

my, Fungoes, that was formed by Brian Strawn, Porterôs team-

mate and assistant coach at UNO. 

Fungoes opened last August in a building located near the car 

dealerships on the north end of Plattsmouth off Hwy. 75. 

Strawn and Porter introduced themselves to local businesses 

hoping to get the word out about their new venture with its 

singular philosophy: development comes first. They were 

pointed in Daveôs direction. 

Dave, who grew up in Plattsmouth, was happy to educate them 

on the area and the folks who live here. Later that day, they 

showed off their batting cages and filled him in on their ambi-

tious dream of making Fungoes a success. 

In an interview a week later, Strawn explained how he made 

the bold decision to leave UNO in 2023 as Porterôs assistant 

after eight years. 

The Mavs were on a road trip to play BYU and Utah when he 

got a call from his wife, Sarah, that their son August was taken 

to the hospital with a serious health issue. 

ñShe said it was either a seizure or something,ò Strawn said. 

ñWe didnôt know what was going on, but it was super scary. 

Obviously, when something like that happens, you wake up 

quickly and figure out what matters and what doesnôt matter.ò 

Porter quickly arranged a flight home for Strawn, who didnôt 

know if his son was alive or not. 

ñIt gave me time to reflect on what really matters,ò he said. 

ñEvan and I talked right after that, and I said I was potentially 

heading into a different direction. By the end of the season, I 

told him I was going to figure something else out, but I didnôt 

know what it was.ò 

After leaving UNO, Strawn became a marketing director for a 

real estate company, and thatôs when he began the transition 

from coaching to a business environment. 

During that time, he began giving baseball lessons at an 

Elkhorn training camp ð a 45-minute drive from his Bellevue 

home. That ignited thoughts of starting a baseball/softball 

academy closer to Bellevue. 

ñI wanted to get to know the families and build relationships,ò 

he said. ñI think thatôs the key to everything, not only in busi-

ness but in life.ò 

So, the question was, where would this new business venture 

lead Strawn? 

ñAll the credit goes to my wife, Sarah,ò he said. ñWe looked at a 

couple places in Bellevue, but the ceilings werenôt high enough See Fungoes, Page 8 

Brian Strawn, left, and Evan Porter were teammates 

at UNO and coached there together for eight years. 
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doubt that if I got out, Iôd want to be with him again. 

ñTo see what heôs created here is nothing short of phenomenal. 

It was a no-brainer for me to accept the position he offered 

me.ò 

In his role as Chief Growth Officer and Director of Recruiting, 

Porter will lead recruiting efforts while helping drive the con-

tinued growth of Fungoes through community partnerships, 

sponsorship development, fundraising initiatives and long-

term strategic planning. 

He couldnôt be happier with his decision. 

ñIôm very grateful to Brian and Sarah and the leadership team 

at Fungoes,ò he said. ñTo see it grow into what it is now and 

also to see the future of what it can be and to meet leaders of 

the Plattsmouth community is fulfilling. I had no idea that so 

many people were out there who wanted to be involved. 

ñWeôre not trying to sell anything here. Weôre just doing what 

weôve done forever, and I feel like we can do it as good as any-

one and provide value that will help families ð not just on the 

baseball and softball side of things but the family relation-

ships.ò 

Porter, like his best friend and business partner, is convinced 

that theyôre offering something unique to players and their par-

ents. 

ñI think we are actively creating something here,ò he said, 

ñwhere we have fulltime instructors on staff at Fungoes who are 

developing those kids. My tunnel vision is right now. My tunnel 

vision is taking every individual and making them the best ver-

sion of themselves individually.ò 

The early results, Porter and Strawn say, are encouraging.  

ñIôm not saying weôre better or worse,ò Porter said. ñI just think 

weôre doing something completely different. Taking care of the 

individual is where my passion lies.ò 

Strawn believes that Fungoes is on pace to offer a different type 

of training experience for young baseball and softball players. 

ñI know parents want to put money into their kidsô develop-

ment,ò Strawn said. ñI donôt think kids are getting developed 

right now. I knew we could create a different model to show 

what could be, and itôs gone really well. Parents are really hun-

gry for this.ò 

Fungoes: Picking Plattsmouth for start -up business was easy 

Continued from Page 7 
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Are you a genius? 

This month we begin the quiz we call, ñAre you a genius?ò Find out by answering the following question. If you 

fail, donôt feel bad, because each month you will have another chance. 

Rearrange the following letters to make the name of a living creature: BRINO. Answer is on Page 16 (above the 

Bellevue Print ad). 

(Thanks goes to Dave Nielsen for coming up with this idea.) 

Heõs enjoying a peaceful Buc Bay evening 

Mike Buchman pulls out a book on a perfect June evening. He was caught taking it easy by next-door neighbor 

Pam Peterson. 
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Editorôs note: Recently we recevied an update from 

the Nebraska Department of Transportation regard-

ing the work being done on Hwy. 75 south of Corn-

husker and extending past Capehart Road. 

The southbound entrance ramp from Capehart Road onto U.S. 

Highway 75/Kennedy Freeway is expected to reopen before 

thousands of visitors arrive in Bellevue for the Defenders of 

Freedom Air & Space Show at Offutt Air Force Base this Au-

gust. 

According to the Nebraska Department of Transportation 

(NDOT), work on the US-75 bridges, Bellevue Phase 2 project 

is being completed one side of the highway at a time, beginning 

with the southbound lanes. The agency said the southbound 

portion of the project is expected to be completed before Aug. 

8, allowing the currently closed southbound Capehart Road on-

ramp to reopen ahead of the air show. 

The timing is significant because the Defenders of Freedom Air 

& Space Show, scheduled 

for Aug. 8-9, is expected to 

bring large crowds to Belle-

vue and Offutt Air Force 

Base. The free event is being 

held in celebration of Amer-

icaôs 250th birthday and will 

feature military aircraft 

demonstrations, aviation 

exhibits and historical dis-

plays. 

Offutt officials also announced this week that the U.S. Air Force 

F-35A Demonstration Team will serve as the headlining aerial 

performer for the event. The F-35A Lightning II is the Air 

Forceôs most advanced multirole fighter aircraft and is known 

for its high-speed maneuverability and combat capabilities. 

Once the air show concludes, NDOT plans to shift construction 

activities to the northbound side of US-75, where additional 

bridge repairs will continue. 

The larger project involves repairs to six bridges (three north-

bound, three southbound) along approximately 2.5 miles of US

-75 between mile markers 80 and 82.5 in Sarpy County. Work 

includes bridge repairs, pavement improvements, culvert work, 

grading, replacement of approach slabs and guardrail up-

grades. 

The project includes bridges over Big Papillion Creek, Capehart 

Road, and the Mud Creek/Union Pacific Railroad corridor near 

South 15th Street and Hogantown Drive. 

Construction began earlier this year and is expected to contin-

ue through winter 2026. Traffic is being maintained through-

out the project with lane restrictions and temporary traffic con-

trol devices. 

Watering guidelines  
in force for Buc Bay  

With hot weather arriving to begin July, the sprinklers will 

be getting a workout. Hereôs are outdoor watering guide-

lines for Buccaneer Bay: 

Stage 1 ï Normal: Residents are asked to voluntarily 

follow the SIDôs watering guidelines. There are no fines, 

warnings, etc. (Stage 1 schedule below.) 

Stage 2 ï Water System Under Stress: Residents are re-

quired to follow mandatory watering restrictions. Stage 2 

will be implemented 

if the districtôs water 

system operator de-

termines the system 

is under stress and 

water usage must be 

curtailed to help pre-

vent a system failure. 

Residents will be no-

tified at least 2 weeks 

in advance if the Dis-

trict needs move to 

Stage 2 of the water 

conservation policy. 

Stage 3 ï Water 

Emergency: Watering 

is limited to two days 

per week. Stage 3 will be implemented if the districtôs wa-

ter system operator determines that severe drought or 

equipment failure will curtail the amount of water availa-

ble. 

Stage 4 ï Water System Failure: The priority is public 

safety and health. No outside use of water is permitted. If 

necessary, all water use will be suspended. 

Please refer to the to the Water and Sanitary Sever System 

Rules and Regulations to view full details the Districts 

Water Conservation Plan stages. 

Here are the days for watering under the normal schedule: 

Monday ï no watering 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday ï Even numbered 

addresses 

Wednesday, Friday and Sunday ï Odd numbered 

addresses 

August opening for Capehart ramp  

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf
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Members Remembered photos  

Future Bay Hills members learning the game of golf  

The annual Bay Hills golf clinic drew boys and girls of all ages under the direction of Plattsmouth High golf 

coach Troy Steele and his assistants last month. They spent one morning working on chipping and putting.  


