
S 
teve and Stacey Doty became empty-nesters four 

years ago, but don’t get the idea they spend a bunch of 

time on their back deck overlooking Sailboat Lake. They 

continue to work in the banking industry and devote many 

hours each week to the Lions Club, which they joined two years 

ago. 

Many of us have heard of the Lions Club and might be semi-

familiar with its mission, but what exactly is it? Well, Lions 

Clubs International Foundation provides grants that em-

power the service of its 

members. Since its 

inception in 1968, the 

largest nonprofit chari-

table organization in 

the world has awarded 

more than $1.3 billion 

in grant funding 

throughout the United 

States. 

The Lions Club origi-

nally began helping the 

blind. Helen Keller was 

the first recipient of its 

generosity. But since 

then, it has broadened 

its support to many 

other causes. 

Long before moving to 

Buccaneer Bay in 2011, 

Steve and Stacey be-

came interested in 

philanthropic causes, 

because they became 

personal with the cou-

ple. More on that later, 

but here’s how they 

made the decision to move to their home on Lakeside Cir-

cle. 

Steve and Stacey knew each other while growing up in 

northeast Nebraska, specifically, O’Neill. They both grad-

uated from O’Neill High School. After they were married 

June 2026 

in 1997, they lived briefly in South Dakota before moving 

to Omaha, where both worked in the banking sector. 

They initially lived in an apartment before building their 

first home near 150th and Maple Streets. Over the next 10 

years they watched the explosive growth of northwest 

Omaha. 

“That area was just blowing up with traffic and business-

es,” Stacey said. “We decided it was time to find some-

thing a little bit quiet-

er. It was either find 

something in the coun-

try that had land to 

hunt on or find some-

place where we could 

fish, because we’re out-

doors people.” 

It didn’t take long to 

achieve that goal. They 

were tipped off that a 

home in Buccaneer Bay 

was about to be placed 

on the market. 

“The next day, we came 

and looked at it,” 

Stacey said. 

Added Steve: “I don’t 

think she made it 

across the threshold 

before she said she was 

going to take it.”  

The family then includ-

ed daughter Sirena and 

son Soren, both of 

whom are Plattsmouth 

High School grads. Sirena was married last August, and 

she and husband Chris live in Elkhorn. Soren is attending 

IT school. 

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
Giving back to their community 

See Doty family, Page 2 

 Steve and Stacey Doty raised their two children, Sirena, left, and 

 Soren, at their home on Lakeside Circle. (Photo courtesy of 

 Stacey Doty.) 
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Doty family: Couple chose to become Lions Club members 

Continued from Page 1 

Early in their marriage, Steve and Stacey became involved 

with causes. 

“Volunteering is very big in my family,” Stacey said. “My 

parents were both Jaycees while I was growing up, and 

when you’re from a small town, you tend to join clubs.”  

Starting first nonprofit 

Steve and Stacey started a nonprofit to benefit people 

with epilepsy and ran it for 15 years until the Epilepsy 

Foundation brought back a chapter to Nebraska. 

Said Stacey: “They absorbed my nonprofit and my data-

base and programs so they didn’t have to start from 

scratch. At that point, epilepsy had been a big part of our 

lives, because our daughter had grown up with a very rare 

form of epilepsy.” 

Happily, Sirena un-

derwent successful 

experimental sur-

gery that resolved 

her condition. 

By then, Soren was 

in eighth grade and 

playing drums in 

the band. Stacey 

and Steve attended 

a meeting of the 

band parents, and a 

plea was issued for 

help with fundrais-

ing. Specifically, 

there was a need for 

someone to serve as 

vice president of 

the Band Parents 

Association. 

“I looked at my 

husband,” Stacey said, “and I said, ‘I will.’ We did that for 

five years.”  

The biggest fundraising project the group took on was for 

new uniforms – at a cost of $75,000. 

“We ended up putting on a gala, which I had done several 

years before,” Stacey said. “I got (the association) incor-

porated, so they could apply for grants. We raised the 

money to get the new uniforms.” 

Once Soren graduated, Stacey’s role with the association 

ended. She then began volunteer work with the 

Plattsmouth VFW. There she worked bingo games and 

other events to support the VFW. 

In November 2023, she was approached by a fellow vol-

unteer who asked if they’d be interested in hooking up 

with the Lions Club. 

“We had all these steps of volunteering, and they had run 

its course,” Steve said. “We said, OK, what’s the next 

thing? And the next thing happened to be the Lions 

Club.” 

Seven months into their association with the Lions Club, 

Stacey became treasurer. Her job includes sending out 

donation requests and keeping a detailed account of the 

funds received. 

Taking role of president 

From there, she ascended to second vice president, then 

first vice president. Effective July 1, she takes on the role 

of president, but 

she’ll continue her 

position as treasur-

er. The Plattsmouth 

Lions Club meets 

monthly at Hosanna 

Lutheran Church in 

Plattsmouth. 

During those meet-

ings, members often 

discuss possible 

fundraising causes. 

One example bene-

fited the Under His 

Wings thrift store in 

downtown 

Plattsmouth, which 

has a food pantry 

that includes a re-

frigerator supplied 

by the Lions Club. 

“We have dedicated 

$50 a month where we go grocery shopping and fill that 

fridge for them,” Stacey said.  

The Lions Club also sponsors quarterly blood drives 

which take place at the VFW Club. 

“We have one of the highest turnout blood drives in the 

tri-county area,” Stacey said. “We don’t have to promote 

it, because we have such a huge following that constantly 

comes. It’s pretty amazing.” 

The Lions Club also is involved with eye screening and 

hearing testing for elementary, middle school and high 

 The Doty family celebrated daughter Sirena’s wedding last August. 

 From left are, son Soren and new son-in-law Chris. (Photo courtesy of 

 Stacey Doty.) 

See Doty family, Page 3 
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Advertising is welcome 
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If you’d like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card — $2.00 

¼-page size — $4.00 

½-page size — $5.00 

Full page — $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter 

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bay’s Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher …………………………………….…………..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ………...………….…………… Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor ………………………………………….…….……  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers …...………….…...…... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 

school students in the Conestoga and Plattsmouth school 

systems. 

They enjoy motorcycle trips 

The Club relies on various fundraisers to generate the 

revenue needed to support so many causes. 

“We do a soup supper in the winter,” Stacey said, “and we 

do a huge Bingo fundraiser in December, where we have 

tons of gift baskets that we raffle. A lot of Lions Club 

members leave us in their wills or have their memorials 

donated to us.” 

With the little free time they have, Steve and Stacey enjoy 

taking their motorcycles on the road. 

“We started with one motorcycle when we were living in 

Omaha,” Steve said. “We’d do some trips on that bike. 

What we could fit on the bike is what we would take.”  

For their 25th anniversary three years ago, they decided 

to add a second motorcycle. 

“It was fun with her riding on the back,” Steve said, “but 

it’s more fun with her riding by herself. It’s something we 

can do together.” 

They’ve traveled to Chicago, Nashville and even Sturgis 

(South Dakota), home of the monster rally that has had a 

reputation of getting a bit crazy. 

“About every five years we go,” Steve said, adding they 

stay clear of the busiest areas.  

When their children were growing up, the family took 

trips to Paris, Hawaii and Italy.  

With Stacey working from home and Steve sometimes 

called away to do onsite bank audits, the couple still like 

to take advantage of downtime by relaxing at home and 

Doty family: Sturgis rally among their favorite vacation stops 

Continued from Page 2 

interacting with their Lakeside Circle neighbors. And, of 

course, to enjoy the view of the lake. 

Steve and Stacey continue to take their motorcycles on 

vacation trips, including the Sturgis motorcycle rally. 

(Photo courtesy of Stacey Doty.) 



Picturesque scenes from Bay Lake 
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Bay Lake residents John McClain and Valerie Earl enjoy spending time in the backyard of their home to take in 

the amazing views. They each offered these recent photos. (Feel free to submit yours.) 



Transforming Lives Through Music: Real Stories 

from Uncle Bob Classical Guitar Lessons 

Every week, I’m reminded that learning guitar is about far more than master-

ing notes and technique. It’s about discovery, confidence, connection, and 

purpose. The students who walk into my studio bring stories that show just 

how powerful the right learning environment can be. 

One husband arrived with a New Year’s/birthday gift from his wife: guitar les-

sons. He had never touched an instrument before. Today, he’s experiencing remarkable success, surprising even 

himself with how naturally the music is coming. What began as a thoughtful gift has become a genuine passion he 

looks forward to every day. 

Another family brought a different kind of inspiration. A mother enrolled herself alongside her two sons because 

she wanted to learn with them, not just observe. Their shared progress has been incredible, and now she’s preparing 

to bring their younger sister into the studio as well. Music has become a unifying force in their home. 

Then there’s the father who decided to learn guitar with his daughter. Their lessons have become a cherished 

weekly ritual, a time to explore the beautiful world of classical guitar together. Their steady progress is reward-

ing, but the bond they’re building is even more meaningful. 

And one of my newest students—a retired gentleman—recently discovered something profound. After stepping 

away from a long career, he found himself facing the quiet boredom that often comes with retirement. Learning gui-

tar has given him a renewed sense of purpose, joy, and daily engagement. He often says he wishes he had started 

sooner. 

These stories share a common thread: anyone can learn, at any age, from any starting point —

when they have the right guidance and the right tools. 

Where Traditional Teaching Meets Advanced Technology 

While I’m committed to patient, clear, human-centered instruction, I’ve also spent years building something that 

goes far beyond the typical lesson experience. 

Working deeply with Claude, Cursor, and emergent AI systems, I developed Guidora Studio—a highly interac-

tive, technically advanced guitar-learning platform designed to support students and empower teachers. 

Guidora Studio is not a cookie-cutter website. It’s a dynamic learning ecosystem that students use daily 

and genuinely can’t imagine being without. Tools like Practice Buddy, along with many others, help students 

stay focused, motivated, and engaged between lessons. The platform adapts to real learning needs, not generic 

templates. 

And now, Guidora Studio is available for other teachers who want to elevate their studio, support their stu-

dents more effectively, and offer a modern learning experience built by someone who understands both music edu-

cation and software engineering. 

Ready to Begin Your Own Musical Journey? 

Do not hesitate to contact Uncle Bob. 

402-581-9360 

   https://unclebobguitarlessons.com 

Whether you’re a complete beginner, a returning player, a parent, a retiree, or a fellow teacher, you’re welcome 

here. The first step is simple—and the results can be extraordinary. 
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May is a most-special month for Shirley and 

me here on Lakeside Drive, and it always 

surrounds Memorial Day Weekend. In May 

1972, I was entering my fourth month of 

enlistment in the Army. As I’ve told many of 

you who know me, I was floundering at 

Wayne State College and decided to volun-

teer for the draft the day after Thanksgiving 

in 1971. 

My draft number was 76, and I was con-

vinced I would get drafted anyway, so the 

day after witnessing — in person — the Nebraska-Oklahoma 

“Game of the Century” I walked into the Papillion Army re-

cruiting office and said something to the effect of, “I just saw 

the most amazing football game of my life, so you might as well 

take me!” 

It wasn’t long after I signed on with Uncle Sam when I discov-

ered the draft stopped at 75. So, as I always tell the story, I 

couldn’t even win that lottery. 

My enlistment officially began in December as a member of the 

Army National Guard. That allowed me one last Christmas with 

my family before starting active duty. Basic training in Fort 

Leonard Wood, Missouri, was no picnic, but I survived — 

thanks, in large part, to the almost daily letters I received from 

Shirley. We got engaged over Christmas but hadn’t set a date. 

As I’ve stated before, she suggested May 27 during a phone 

conversation while I was undergoing advance training in Fort 

Sill, Oklahoma. The days seemed to take forever before I land-

ed at my permanent duty station, Fort Carson, Colorado. After 

settling in at the barracks on base, the countdown was really 

getting serious. 

May 27, 1972, fell on a Saturday, and after our morning wed-

ding and brief low-key reception (no band, no alcohol, no 

speeches), we packed up for the drive from Papillion to Colora-

do Springs. I extended my enlistment from two to three years 

to be guaranteed 16 months at Fort Carson. In the fall of 1973, I 

received a transfer order for Turkey, but the order was rescind-

ed on a technicality that allowed me to spend my remaining 

time in Colorado. 

I owe a lot of my success in life to the decision to serve my 

country. I used the GI Bill to pay for my education at UNO and 

to obtain a loan for our first home. But though I’m proud to be 

a veteran, I certainly don’t put myself in the class of those who 

served in harms way back then, specifically, Vietnam. At least 

that’s the way I felt until I attended a Westside Middle School 

assembly on Veterans Day nearly 20 years ago. 

I’ve told this story before, but it bears repeating. Our middle 

son was teaching there at the time and asked if I’d join two oth-

From the Editor 

Another anniversary in the books 
er veterans to share their military experience. Once I arrived at 

the auditorium, I quickly discovered the other vets served un-

der duress in Vietnam. Talk about feeling out of place. 

I spoke first and told the audience of my non-combat experi-

ence, basically saying I didn’t deserve to be on the same stage 

with the other two combat soldiers. Well, the next speaker 

quickly disagreed in his opening statement. Looking at me, he 

said, “No, you’re wrong. We’re all brothers.” I must admit I got 

a bit emotional when he said that. 

I realized that day that those who serve our country are doing 

their part — no matter the role or where they’re stationed. I do 

like to joke that while serving as a clerk at Fort Carson, no ene-

my planes ever invaded our post’s air space. 

* * * 

The day before this past Memorial Day, Shirley and I joined 

fellow residents Mike and Marjorie Gabriel for a moving even-

ing at Papillion’s SumTur Amphitheater for the Patriot Thun-

der Tour. It’s a traveling Wall of Honor in recognition of all 

military service branches, firefighters and police. The tour is 

designed to help celebrate America’s 250th anniversary, and it 

will end up at Washington, D.C., on July 4th. 

We didn’t know what to expect, but the program was very en-

lightening. It started with a brief history of Patriot Thunder by 

founder Timothy Lampros. He then introduced Nebraska Sen. 

Pete Ricketts, whose remarks were most appropriate for the 

event. 

The evening included two performances by a pipes and drums 

band. It was climaxed by a superb slide show saluting the fire-

fighters, police, the National Guard, Coast Guard, Marines, Air 

Force, Navy and Army. The evening was capped by the playing 

of the National Anthem. 

It was a grand night, one we won’t soon forget. 

* * * 

Shirley and I celebrated our 54th anniversary with youngest 

son Adam, who now lives in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he is 

superintendent of Amana Colonies Golf Course. We enjoyed a 

round of golf and an evening of Cedar Rapids Kernels baseball. 

The Kernels are the Class A farm club of the Minnesota Twins. 

It was our fourth visit to Cedar Rapids, a fairly easy drive that 

takes just 4 hours (with no pit stops). The easy part is the 110-

mile stretch of Hwy. 30, which basically runs parallel to I-80. 

It’s less stressful versus battling the Interstate truck traffic. 

We pulled into our driveway that Saturday afternoon in plenty 

of time to prepare for the Billy McGuigan performance that 

night at Glenwood’s Davies Amphitheater. And what a show it 

was — and a great way to cap our anniversary week. 

John  Fey 
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List of 2026 Buc Bay garage sales 
Days Address Street Additional information 

Friday only 2719 Bay Circle  

Saturday only 3603 Becker Ct  

Both 3172 Buccaneer Blvd  

Both 3513 Buccaneer Blvd  

Both 3920 Buccaneer Blvd  

Both 4003 Buccaneer Blvd  

Both 4007 Buccaneer Blvd  

Both 4010 Buccaneer Blvd  

Both 4027 Buccaneer Blvd  

Saturday only 2709 Capehorn Circle Desk, shelf, sheets, etc. 

Both 20019 Capt Morgan Ct  

Both 3818 Cypress Ct Vendor surplus items 

Both 2709 Fountain Circle  

Both 19519 Lakeside Circle  

Both 19602 Lakeside Circle  

Both 19605 Lakeside Circle  

Both 19623 Ridgeway Rd Plants 

Both 19636 Ridgeway Rd  

Both 19619 Shoreline Circle  

Both 10221 Spyglass Ct  

Both 19216 Spyglass Ct  

Both 19228 Spyglass Ct  

Both 19706 Sterling Ct Camping, crafts, kitchen 

Both 19515 Watersedge Circle  

Both 710 Windward Ct Lemonade stand 

Both 4213 Windward Dr  

Both 4220 Windward Dr Handcrafted collars 

Both 4226 Windward Dr  
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2026 Buc Bay cleanup photos 
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Photos by Jill Bobenhouse Tesar. 
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Honoring our 2026 graduates 
Editor’s note: This month we say congratu-

lations to two of our high school graduates. 

Grad’s name: Vance Poppleton (right photo) 

Parents: AJ & Jaisa Poppleton 

High school: Nebraska City Lourdes Central 

Catholic High School 

Future plans: Attend Southeast Community 

College 

* * * 

Grad’s name: Elaina Field (left photo) 

Parents: Eric and Lori Field 

High school: Plattsmouth High School (co-class 

valedictorian with 4.0 high honors) 

Future plans: She will be attending Nebraska 

Wesleyan in Lincoln, studying business finance. She received multiple scholarships: Greater Omaha/Council Bluffs Area Council 

on Youth Leadership-Youth Salute Scholarship; Joe C. York Memorial Scholarship; Robert T. and Dorothee Walling Wiley Memo-

rial Scholarship; Nebraska Wesleyan Board of Governors Scholarship; Nebraska Wesleyan P-Wolf Priority Scholarship; Nebraska 

Wesleyan Achievement Scholarship; and Nebraska Wesleyan Legacy Scholarship. 
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This month’s quiz: Which Nebraska city was the site of the Naval Ammunition Depot that once held 40 percent of WWII’s 

ammunition? A) Scottsbluff. B) Fremont. C) Hastings. D) Nebraska City. Answer is on Page 18 (above the Bellevue Printing ad). 

Gearing up 

for July 4th 

As we prepare to 

celebrate our 

nation’s 250th 

anniversary, how 

appropriate it was 

to find American 

flags placed on the 

Buccaneer Bay 

blocks last month. 

Thanks goes to 

Brandon Johnson 

for decorating our 

neighborhood 

ahead of Memorial 

Day. 

The Naval Ammuni-

tion Depot located in 

Hastings was the 

largest U.S. ammu-

nition plant, provid-

ing 40% of WWII’s 

ammunition.  
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Editor’s note: The following information is supplied by SID 

Board chair Kurt Meisinger. 

It’s that time again, time to elect the five-member board of trustees 

for Sanitary and Improvement District (SID) No. 5 of Cass County.  

This election is held every two years. As such, I wanted to share 

some general information about the Election process and about SIDs 

and SID 5 specifically. 

Before discussing the election process, it might be best to discuss 

what is an SID.  An SID is a local government subdivision in Nebras-

ka that provides basic services and public improvements for housing 

developments and other real estate. Only Nebraska and one other 

state use this type of structure to develop property. 

SIDs are typically created when a developer buys land for a housing 

development and are formed to construct and maintain public im-

provements, such as streets, sewers, water systems, sidewalks, parks, 

levees and other utility services. SIDs are limited to what all they can 

do by Nebraska statutes, specifically Nebraska revised statute 31-727.   

SIDs can develop a system of public roads, streets, water and sewer 

systems as well as solid waste collection and park development along 

with select other items. An SID is NOT the same as a Homeowner’s 

Association (HOA), nor is an SID a member of any HOA. SIDs do 

not have any zoning or similar authority. 

A few years ago, the City of Papillion created a video that provides a 

basic explanation of SIDs. That video is available at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVWao55NO0I. 

It should be noted that this video assumes the SID is within the City 

of Papillion’s zoning jurisdiction and will eventually be annexed.  

The video states a “temporary” form of government, however, that 

assumes annexation as SID Articles of Association all provide for 

perpetual existence. 

SID 5 was created in 1974 with the filing of its Articles of Associa-

tion with the Nebraska Secretary of State. SID 5’s developers had an 

ambitious development plan that initially included plans for 1,500 

apartments and condominiums, 1,500 homes, a 147-acre lake, an 18- 

hole golf course, an 86-acre winter recreation site and an equestrian 

center. The development did not take off like planned, and in 1982 

the SID only contained 56 houses, a 55-acre lake (Bay Lake) and a 9- 

hole golf course. 

On Sept. 24, 1982, SID 5 filed for bankruptcy under Chapter 9 of the 

Bankruptcy Act. This was one of the first bankruptcy filings in the 

nation under Chapter 9. In the early 1990s, NP Dodge purchased the 

majority of the undeveloped lots from the Bankruptcy Court and con-

vinced the Cass County Board to pave Bay Road from Highway 75 to 

just west of the Buccaneer Blvd. entrance to the development. NP 

Dodge then actively began marketing the development. As part of 

this process, over the next few years a number of improvements were 

made to the development including a water tower, a new wastewater 

Watering guidelines 
in force for Buc Bay 

It’s officially summer this month, and the sprinklers will 

be getting a workout. Here’s are outdoor watering guide-

lines for Buccaneer Bay: 

Stage 1 – Normal: Residents are asked to voluntarily 

follow the SID’s watering guidelines. There are no fines, 

warnings, etc. (Stage 1 schedule below.) 

Stage 2 – Water System Under Stress: Residents are re-

quired to follow mandatory watering restrictions. Stage 2 

will be implemented if 

the district’s water sys-

tem operator determines 

the system is under 

stress and water usage 

must be curtailed to help 

prevent a system failure. 

Residents will be noti-

fied at least 2 weeks in 

advance if the District 

needs move to Stage 2 of 

the water conservation 

policy. 

Stage 3 – Water Emer-

gency: Watering is lim-

ited to two days per week. Stage 3 will be implemented if 

the district’s water system operator determines that severe 

drought or equipment failure will curtail the amount of 

water available. 

Stage 4 – Water System Failure: The priority is public 

safety and health. No outside use of water is permitted. If 

necessary, all water use will be suspended. 

Please refer to the to the Water and Sanitary Sever System 

Rules and Regulations to view full details the Districts 

Water Conservation Plan stages. 

Here are the days for watering under the normal schedule: 

Monday – no watering 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday – Even numbered 

addresses 

Wednesday, Friday and Sunday – Odd numbered 

addresses 

SID election voting set for this fall 

See SID, Page 13 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVWao55NO0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVWao55NO0I
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf


treatment plant, additional wells and the replatting of various lots. As 

of today, there are approximately 570 homes in the development. 

SID elections are governed by Nebraska Revised Statute 31-735 and 

are based on property ownership rather than being a registered voter.  

For a District such as SID 5, the election of the five board members is 

split into two ballots. 

Ballot One is for resident property owners, and three trustees will be 

elected from this ballot. Ballot Two is for all property owners, and 

two trustees will be elected from this ballot. Each resident property 

owner will receive both Ballot One and Ballot Two. Non-resident 

property owners will only receive Ballot Two. 

The election is held by mail in ballots, and the Cass County Election 

Commissioner handles the election process. The election date is Sept. 

15, 2026 (first Tuesday following the second Monday in September), 

and the ballots are to be mailed to the property owners at least 20 

SID: Residents and non-resident property owners will vote 

Continued from Page 12 days prior to the election. Per statute, each member elected to the 

board of trustees shall be elected to a term of two years and shall hold 

office until such member's successor is elected and qualified. Thus, 

upon certification of the results of the election, the newly elected 

Trustees begin their term at the next scheduled meeting. 

Any owner of property within the District may file to be on the ballot 

for the SID election. If the property is owned by an entity, the entity 

may designate an individual for the election. There are no filing fees 

to run for the SID Board. 

When an individual submits his or her candidacy, they select if they 

want to be on Ballot One or Ballot Two. Candidate filing forms are 

available from the Cass County Election office or via its website at 

https://www.casscountyne.gov/sid-elections. 

The completed form must be submitted to the Cass County Election 

Commissioner by 5 p.m. on July 27, 2026. 

— Kurt Meisinger 
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Editor’s note: This is an update on the 

planned work on Fourmile Creek. — John 

Fey 

Cass County’s largest planned road project continues 

to move forward, with updated cost estimates, con-

struction timelines, and traffic plans outlined during 

the last board of commissioners meeting. The Bay 

Road bridge over Fourmile Creek—serving the Buc-

caneer Bay area — was previously selected for fund-

ing through the Nebraska Department of Transpor-

tation’s County Bridge Match Program and remains 

the county’s top priority in its 2026 one- and six-

year road plan. 

Road Superintendent Lenny Thorne told commis-

sioners the full replacement project is now estimated 

between $2.3 million and $2.6 million, including the 

construction of a temporary bridge and detour route. 

The new structure will be a 150-foot, three-span con-

tinuous concrete slab bridge, 40 feet wide, designed to modern 

standards and long-term durability. 

Due to high traffic volumes — estimated at around 4,000 to 

4,500 vehicles per day — county officials emphasized that 

maintaining traffic flow is critical. A temporary bridge will be 

constructed alongside the existing structure, with an asphalt 

detour road built to carry traffic during construction. The de-

tour is expected to operate at advisory speeds near 35 mph, 

with potential adjustments if safety issues arise. 

Construction is expected to last approximately 220 days once 

underway. Officials noted the site presents challenges, includ-

ing tight working conditions and nearby utilities such as water 

lines that must be coordinated during pile driving and bridge 

construction. The project will replace an aging structure show-

ing deterioration and increasing maintenance needs. 

County officials have stressed the importance of completing the 

project before any potential structural failure, citing the route’s 

significance for Buccaneer Bay residents and surrounding traf-

fic. Bid letting is anticipated as early as June, pending final 

state review and approval, with $500,000 in state reimburse-

ment expected upon completion. 

Fourmile Creek project is coming 

Fourmile Creek bridge 

https://www.casscountyne.gov/sid-elections
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Cinco de Mayo outing photos 

Upcoming events to remember for June and July 

June 6 — Mizuno Fitting Day June 27-28 — Bay Hills Club Championship * 

June 13 — Members Remembered (4-Person Scramble) July 11-12 — Member/Member Tourney * 

June 15 — Callaway Fitting Night * GHIN required 
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2026 Gretna Sanitation collection schedule 
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New Water/Sewer Rates – Effective January 2026 
New water and sewer rates took effect last month. This increase was required to cover the costs associated with operating 

and maintaining the water and wastewater system owned by SID 5. 

 2025 Rates 
2026 Rates 

(Effective for bill due Jan. 2026) 

Base Water Rate (includes 5000 gallons) $17.00 per month $19.00 per month 

5001 to 10000 Gallons $3.80 per 1000 gallons $4.00 per 1000 gallons 

10001 to 20000 Gallons $4.65 per 1000 gallons $5.00 per 1000 gallons 

Over 20001 Gallons $5.30 per 1000 gallons $5.70 per 1000 gallons 

Sewer $17.00 per month $19.00 per month 

Wastewater Plant Debt $21.00 per month $21.00 per month 

Trash $22.95 per month $22.95 per month 

The minimum monthly bill will increase from $77.95 + tax to $81.95 + tax. The utility rate ordinance can be viewed here. 
Please Contact the Board with any questions. (Click on the underscored words to get to the information.) 

The scoop on yard waste: Gretna Sanitation is now collecting yard waste. The company reports 

seeing a lot of garbage bags inside of yard waste cans, and that can create big issues for yard waste 

routes. If you bag material, it needs to be in paper bags or certified compost bags. Their drivers will skip 

contaminated yard waste cans when they see it. 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/25-02-Rate-Ordinance-ADOPTED-2025-1216-signed.pdf
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/contact-the-board/
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This month in history 

» June 4, 1944 — During World War II in Europe, Rome is 

liberated by the U.S. 5th Army, led by General Mark Clark. 

» June 5, 1968 — Robert F. Kennedy is shot and mortally 

wounded while leaving the Hotel Ambassador in Los Angeles. 

» June 6, 1944 — D-Day, the largest amphibious landing in 

history, begins in the early-morning hours as Allied forces landed 

in Normandy on the northern coast of France.  

» June 13, 1971 — The New York Times begins publishing the 

Pentagon Papers, a collection of top secret documents exposing 

U.S. strategy in the Vietnam War. 

» June 26, 1945 — The United Nations Charter is signed in San 

Francisco by 50 nations. 

» June 29, 1972 — The U.S. Supreme Court rules (5-4) that 

capital punishment was a violation of the Eighth Amendment 

prohibiting “cruel and unusual punishment.” 

» June 30, 1971 — The 26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

is enacted, granting the right to vote in all federal, state and local 

elections to American citizens 18 years or older.   

https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/ww2time.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/rfk-whouse.jpg
https://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/defeat/d-day-invasion.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/vietnam/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/june-amendments.htm
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Kitchen open Tuesday – Friday 

Dine in or Carry out 

402-298-8191 

Tuesday: Taco Tuesday dinner only, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday: Cook’s choice, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Thursday: Broasted chicken and country fried steak special, 

with regular menu also available 5 to 8 p.m. 

Friday: Prime rib special, with regular menu also available 5 

to 8 p.m. 

Quiz answer: C. 

They were born this month 
» Johnny Depp — born 6/9/1963 

» Elon Musk — born 6/28/1971 

» Angelina Jolie — born 6/4/1975 

» Prince — born 6/7/1958; died 4/21/2016 

» Mike Tyson — born 6/30/1966 

» Kanye West — born 6/8/1977 

» Marilyn Monroe — born 6/1/1926; died 8/4/1962 

» Anne Frank — born 6/12/1929; died 3/12/1945 

» Morgan Freeman — born 6/1/1937 

» Mark Wahlberg — born 6/5/1971 

» Rafael Nadal — born 6/3/1986 

» Paul McCartney — born 6/18/1942 

» Michael J. Fox — born 6/9/1961 

» Tobey Maguire — born 6/27/1975 

» Michael Phelps — born 6/30/1985 

● What did one DNA say to the other DNA? “Do these genes 

make me look fat?” 

● Advice to husbands: Try praising your wife now and then, 

even if it does startle her at first.  

● How does the man in the moon get his hair cut? Eclipse it.  

● Our child has a great deal of willpower — and even more 

won’t power. 

● You can’t believe everything you hear — but you can repeat it.  
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Your June dose of funnies 



& Teresa Dilts 
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Robin Kincade 10 Davy Jones Cir. & Davy Jones Dr. — 25 houses 

Lakeside Dr. Townhomes 

VACANT 

Windward Ct., Windward Dr. and Wedgewood Ct. block captains: 

Agnes Lenaugh (531-205-7797), Laurie Deseck (402-672-9866), Maria Schmidt (402-570-6052) 

and Lindsay Varona (402-926-8923). 
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Contact information for SID No. 5 Board 
Board Member Phone Email Committee — Primary 

Kurt Meisinger (Chair) 402-297-4365 kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org Finance  

David Martin (Clerk) 402-578-7147 david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org Utilities 

Frank Gorhau 402-880-2960  frank.gorhau@buccaneerbay-ne.org  

Shawn Epp 402-672-3454  shawn.epp@buccaneerbay-ne.org Grounds/Recreation 

John Bolton 402-676-1854 john.bolton@buccaneerbay-ne.org Roads/Storm water 
Please feel free to contact any board member with your problem using the contact information from above but please give board 

members at least 24 hours to respond. Most of the board members have full time jobs and are subject to business trips, meetings, 

etc. If your concern or problem is of an emergency nature you may try to contact one of the other board members. Effective this 

month, Board meetings will be held at First Baptist Church in Plattsmouth (16220 US-75). 

You can also contact a 

board member via regular 

mail via the SID #5 

address at: 

SID #5 Board of Trustees 

19457 Treasure Island Rd. 

Plattsmouth, NE 68048 

To view the most-recent meeting 

minutes and find out future meeting 

dates, click on this link (it’s under the 

tab at the top that says communica-

tion): 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/ 

Text message alerts: Would you like to receive 

alerts and notifications related to SID infrastructure 

such as a water main break, road closure or hydrant 

flushing via text message? Click this link to find 

out: Alerts and Notifications via Text Message – Buc-

caneer Bay – SID #5 (buccaneerbay-ne.org) 

Cass County Historical Society information and news 
Board Members: Sandra Allgeier, 

Plattsmouth; Judy Attebery, Murray; 

George Eledge, Plattsmouth; Jim El-

worth, Nebraska City; Lanny Glup, 

Plattsmouth; Lisa Grotrian, Platts-

mouth; Del Hervey, Plattsmouth; Julie 

Schmale, Murdock. 

The board usually meets the 

fourth Tuesday of the month. 

Cass County Historical Society 

Foundation: Dave Pankonin, Presi-

dent; Pat Meisinger, Secretary; Leigh 

Jean Koinzan, Treasurer; Mel Luetch-

ens, Board Member; Roger Wehrbein, 

Board Member; Bruce Wiles, Board 

Member. 

2024 Board of Directors 

President 

Roger Wehrbein, Plattsmouth 

Vice President 

Roger Behrns, Louisville 

Secretary 

Pat Meisinger, Plattsmouth 

Treasurer 

Alicia Garbers, Plattsmouth 

Cass County Historical 

Society Museum 

646 Main Street, Plattsmouth, NE 

Winter Hours — November-March: 

Tuesday-Saturday —Noon-4 p.m. 

Summer Hours — April—October: 

Tuesday-Sunday — Noon—4 p.m. 

Closed Sundays and Mondays 

Admission: $2.50 for adults, free for 

museum members and children under 

age 12. 

Website: casscountynemuseum.org 

Mission Statement: The Cass County 

Historical Society shall collect, preserve, 

and study materials to document, inter-

pret and present the history of Cass 

County Nebraska to the public. 

SID’s alert system gives alternate connection 
Dave Martin, a member of our SID Board, announced last year that Buccaneer 

Bay has its own alert notification system in addition to (or instead of) the one 

developed by the Cass County Emergency Management Agency. Dave says the 

new system will provide text alerts in the event of severe weather or other 

emergencies. You can enroll easily by clicking on this link: 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/ 

mailto:kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org
mailto:david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/


SID#5 Covenants – Architectural Control 

The Buccaneer Bay Architectural Control process of reviewing requests for changes to your property can be sent to:  

accbuccbay@gmail.com. The ACC is co-chaired by Teresa Dilts and Jill Bobenhouse-Tesar. Any county zoning questions will be 

reviewed with Jim Chappell, Cass County Planning and Zoning Administrator.  

There are eight sets of Covenants for Buccaneer Bay. It seems like every time a new section of Buccaneer Bay opened up another set 

of covenants was made. I try to make sure that every resident in Buccaneer Bay gets a copy of the covenants that is for their section 

of the neighborhood. Some realtors will provide a copy of the covenants to the buyer, but I don’t think all of them do. Most of the 

covenants have some sort of termination clause.  

All sets of covenants are filed at the Register of Deeds office at the Court House. Not all of the covenants have the same number of 

years that the covenants are in force. 

— Jill Bobenhouse-Tesar 

HILLS COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND 

RESTRICTIONS”, which covers the following:  These covenants shall run with the land and be binding upon the current and fu-

ture Owners of all Lots in Blocks One (1) through Six (6), inclusive; all Lots in Blocks Fifteen (15) through Twenty (20), inclusive; 

Lots one (1) through Five (5) in Block Seven (7), and; Lot Ten (10) in Block Fourteen (14), all in Buccaneer Bay, a subdivision as 

surveyed, platted and recorded in Cass County, Nebraska, until the year 2029, together with any Lots created by a replat of these 

Lots, and shall be continued for successive periods of twenty-five (25) years unless sooner modified or terminated in writing by 

seventy-five percent (75%) or more of the then record owners of the Properties, with one vote per Lot. 

BAY LAKE COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDI-

TIONS AND RESTRICTIONS,” which covers the following Blocks: Block 21, 22, 23, 24, and 26 until the year 2000, 

at which time the covenants shall be extended for successive terms of 25 years. 

Block 31 in Buccaneer Bay incudes Windward Dr. and all side streets in this section, approved in September 2008 for term of 

25 years, which would then expire in 2033. 

Blk 28 Lots 8A/B, Lots 9A/B, and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr.  These first 2 townhomes and one house are under the original cove-

nants for Lakeside Dr. approved May 18, 2005 for a term of 25 years, which should terminate in 2030. 

Blk 28, Lots 1A – 24B, minus Lots 8A/B, 9A/B and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr. as described in the Covenants from Lone Tree 

Holdings. Approved May 18, 2017 for a term of 30 years, which would terminate in 2047. 

Bucc Bay 1st Edition – Lots 1R – 39R – Davy Jones Dr. and Davy Jones Cir. Filed February 14, 1996 for a term of 25 years. 

These Covenants have expired. 

Blk 29 Lots 1-26 Fairway Cir., Blk 30 Lots 1-6 – Fairway Dr. – Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

and for a term of twenty-five years.  Filed May 18th, 2005, which would expire in 2030. 

Blk 27 Lots 1A – 20B, and Lots 21 – 62 – Sailboat Lake – The Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

for a term of 25 years.  Filed December 23, 1996, the Covenants have been renewed.   

Residents under the covenants that will be expiring can be renewed by having residents who want to have the 

covenants continue review and update them.  Each set of covenants has a specification of how many signatures 

are required to approve the revised covenants.  It has been done, but it takes a lot of work. Once the covenants 

are out of date, that section of residents will no longer have to follow any restrictions for their section. 

Note: The process below may be modified as the Newsletter and Welcome Packages are being updated.    

Each time a new resident moves in they receive a welcome letter that has a link to the covenants for their location.  The infor-

mation on new residents come in an email from Peoples Service.  Jill Bobenhouse-Teaser is responsible for the welcome letter and 

supplying it to the appropriate block captain so the new resident can fill out a data sheet to be sent to one of the members. The 

changes will require the new information to be added to the Buccaneer Bay phone directory, if the new resident approves, and 

update the block captains list as residents move in and out.   
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mailto:accbuccbay@gmail.com


Kurt Meisinger      — 402-297-4365 

Frank Gorhau        — 402-880-2960 

John Bolton           —  402-676-1854 

Sean Epp                —  402-672-3454 

David Martin         —  402-578-7147 
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Teresa Dilts is the ACC leader. The 

general number for ACC submissions 

is 402-680-1631 (Teresa’s cell). 

 

Architectural Control for Blk 27 
Sailboat Lake 

Monthly Water Billing Rates 

Sewer $17.00 + tax monthly flat fee 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Debt 

Reduction — $16.00 a month 

Water base fee up to 5,000 gallons — $17.00 

Additional fees beyond 5,000: 

 5,001 — 10,000: $3.80 

 10,001 — 20,000: $4.65 

 Over 20,001 — $5.30 

OPPD Electric          — 877-536-4131 

             Outages         — 800-554-6773 

Gretna Sanitation — 402-332-4701 

 

 

Local News 



COMMENTS 
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 The county does not have an Animal Control unit. In 2008 the 

Nebraska State Legislature passed a new law that the county is 

responsible for capturing dangerous animals. Cass County has 

not created an Animal Control Officer, so it is up to the Sheriff’s 

department. The Sheriff will come out on dangerous animal calls. 

If someone has been bitten they will try to trap the animal. 


