
K 
ay Smith and her husband, Ron Schomaker, grew 

up in the Midwest, but that’s where the similarities 

end. Kay toured the world during an illustrious career 

as an Air Force officer, and Ron remained in Cass County. It 

wasn’t until they first met in 2011 that it was clear they were 

meant for each other and even discovered they’re the same age. 

So, you likely wonder, how did 

they meet? We’ll get there after 

some background. 

Ron grew up in Cass County – 

Nehawka, specifically. He 

graduated from Conestoga 

High School in 1986. 

“I was just a small-town kid,” 

he said. “My dad owned a gro-

cery store for 30 years. I 

helped out on farms during the 

summer time. It was the best 

way to grow up.” 

After high school, Ron attend-

ed Peru State College. He then 

began working as a sales con-

sultant for AMCON Distrib-

uting, which serves 34 states 

supplying goods for conven-

ience stores. It’s headquar-

tered in Omaha, and his terri-

tory covers parts of Nebraska 

and Iowa. 

Kay was raised in eastern Iowa 

not far from the Mississippi 

River – “the right side of Io-

wa,” she jokes. She was a farm 

girl who witnessed the hard 

times farmers like her dad had 

to endure. 

“There was no money for college,” she said. “My dad said, ‘If 

you can find a way to go to college, have at it.’ I applied for 

ROTC and got a four-year scholarship.” 

When she applied for that ROTC scholarship, she was given 
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these disciplines to major in: mathematics, engineering or 

physics. She chose math. 

With the scholarship in hand – and the chosen field – she grad-

uated from the College of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn., in 

1989 with a BA in mathematics. She wasn’t “just” a student. 

She ran cross country and 

track all four years. (She still 

runs and walks around Bucca-

neer Bay.) 

Five years later, she earned her 

Masters of Public Administra-

tion from the University of 

Oklahoma. 

After college came her four-

year commitment to the Air 

Force – which turned into a 25

-year military career. But she 

was informed she wouldn’t be 

working in her occupational 

choice. 

“Thirty days before I graduat-

ed from college I was told, 

‘Congratulations, you’re going 

to be a weather officer.’ I had 

no weather classes and wasn’t 

that interested in the weather. 

But, you know what, when 

they pay four years of your 

school, I say thank you, Uncle 

Sam. I never would have gone 

to college if it wasn’t for the 

Air Force.” 

She attended field basic train-

ing McClellan Air Force Base 

in California and completed 

survival exercises in the Sierra Nevada mountains. From 1989-

90 she was a student in the Basic Meteorology Program at the 

Air Force Institute of Technology and got her first assignment 

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
Living the good life in Buc Bay 

See soulmates, Page 2 

 Ron and Kay enjoyed their January 2025 trip to 

 Tortola, British Virgin Islands, where they did some 

 ziplining. (Photo courtesy of Kay Smith.) 
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Soulmates: Her first overseas assignment took her to Panama 

Continued from Page 1 

at Luke (Ariz.) Air Force Base. 

Starting as a second lieutenant, 

Kay was promoted to first lieuten-

ant in 1991 and, two years later, to 

captain. Back then, there weren’t 

nearly as many women – let alone 

women officers – as you’ll find in 

today’s military. 

“Some people were your champi-

on, and some people didn’t want 

to see women in the Air Force,” 

she said. “But if you worked hard, 

good things happened.” 

Air Force life meant moving pretty 

much every two years. Kay’s first 

overseas duty station (1991 -1995) 

took her to Panama, where she did 

weather for reconnaissance mis-

sions and then became the Execu-

tive Officer to the Operations 

Group Commander. Next, she was 

stationed at Scott (Ill.) Air Force 

Base (1995-98), followed by three 

years at Ramstein Air Base in Ger-

many. 

She returned to the states for three years at Maxwell (Ala.) Air 

Force Base, which was followed by two years at Peterson AFB 

in Colorado Springs. By then, she held the rank of lieutenant 

colonel. She was able to spend two more years in Colorado, this 

time at the Air Force Academy as commander of the 3rd Cadet 

Group training cadets in physical and military training.  

At the time, Kay was single and had a daughter. As fate would 

have it, she was transferred to Offutt in 2010 to take over as 

commander of the 1st Weather Group of the Air Force Weather 

Agency.  

Kay met Ron in the formative years of Internet match-making 

in 2011. 

“We bumped into each other on a computer,” Ron said, chuck-

ling. “Back then it was new and something you didn’t want to 

admit. You didn’t know if you should tell anybody. But it was 

great.” 

Soon enough, they agreed to meet in person, and they chose the 

Buffalo Wild Wings Bellevue location. 

Recalls Ron: “The food wasn’t so bad back then, but we don’t 

like it anymore. We used to go there for our anniversary.” 

He added: “It was the first time I did the online stuff. It was the 

only date I went on, so I’ve never had a bad experience.” 

Kay, on the other hand, tried it before without the success she 

had hoped for. But this one was a home run. 

“I think you learn a lot about yourself,” Kay said. “You go in, 

and all you know is the picture the person posted, and some-

times the picture is 10 years old. It’s like anything in life, if you 

go into it with an open mind, it’s fine. Sometimes you have to 

be able to call it (off), or otherwise you’re wasting everybody’s 

time.” 

Kay and Ron hit it off so well, that a year later, they were wed 

in a simple ceremony at the Sarpy County courthouse. Kay, 

now a full colonel, still had one more assignment before retir-

ing, so she moved back to Maxwell AFB in Alabama — this time 

with her new husband. 

Reflecting on her Air Force career, Kay enjoyed her overseas 

assignments the best. 

“For a person who grew up in Iowa,” she said, “you got to ap-

preciate the things that are different. When you live in another 

culture, you actually appreciate what other people think and 

do, yet you still keep your own values.” 

During her career, she completed two additional masters’ de-

Ron and Kay are sports fans. Last July they took in a Kansas City Royals game 

played against the host Miami Marlins. (Photo courtesy of Kay Smith.) 

See soulmates, Page 3 
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Advertising is welcome 
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If you’d like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card — $2.00 

¼-page size — $4.00 

½-page size — $5.00 

Full page — $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter 

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bay’s Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher …………………………………….…………..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ………...………….…………… Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor ………………………………………….…….……  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers …...………….…...…... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 

grees and compiled a handful of major awards and decorations, 

including the National Defense Service Medal with bronze star. 

Kay’s daughter, Tess, now 31, is an accomplished amateur ten-

nis player who lives near West Palm Beach, Fla. Kay got to 

watch her compete at a national tournament in March in Phoe-

nix, where she placed sixth. 

So how did they land in Buccaneer Bay? Ron, obviously, knew 

the area well from living in Cass County all his life. After re-

turning from Alabama, they looked at various homes in Omaha 

and other areas. 

A friend of Kay’s suggested they check out Buccaneer Bay. 

“The lots here were half the price and four times bigger,” Ron 

said. “It was a no-brainer (to purchase one).”   

So, in 2014, they built their home on Wedgewood Court. 

They’ve seen the explosive growth in that part of the subdivi-

sion the past 12 years. 

Over the years, they have taken trips – both within the country 

Soulmates: Friend’s suggestion helped land them in Buc Bay 

Continued from Page 2 Kay’s major awards and decorations 

● Legion of Merit 

● Meritorious Service Medal with four 
oak leaf clusters 

● Air Force Commendation Medal with 
two oak leaf clusters 

● Air Force Achievement Medal 

● National Defense Service Medal with 
bronze star 

and overseas. Kay said they like checking out different major 

and minor league ballparks and visiting Tess in Florida. They 

also enjoy cruising to the Caribbean and Alaska. Their summer 

plan is a trip to Iceland and Scotland.   

The couple couldn’t be happier living here. 

“I have a lot of friends here,” Kay said. “There are so many dif-

ferent activities to enjoy. I craft with talented ladies, I play Eu-

chre (card game) and Bunco, and I’m in a book club. The peo-

ple out here are tremendous.” 
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Meet this month’s pet: Louie 
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Editor’s note: On a recent morn-

ing walk with wife Shirley, we 

were “introduced” to Louie, a very 

friendly dog who escorted us up 

and down Lakeside Circle. He 

lives with Steve and Stacey Doty, 

and this is what Stacey has to say 

about their beloved pet. — John 

Fey 

Louie is a 4½-year-old French Bulldog. 

He loves everyone and everything. He 

shows up to greet you like you’re a long 

lost friend, and he’s so happy to see 

you. His absolute most favorite thing in 

the world is playing in the grass. 

Happy Memorial 

Day Weekend to all 

our Buc Bay 

residents! 



Transforming Lives Through Music: Real Stories 

from Uncle Bob Classical Guitar Lessons 

Every week, I’m reminded that learning guitar is about far more than master-

ing notes and technique. It’s about discovery, confidence, connection, and 

purpose. The students who walk into my studio bring stories that show just 

how powerful the right learning environment can be. 

One husband arrived with a New Year’s/birthday gift from his wife: guitar les-

sons. He had never touched an instrument before. Today, he’s experiencing remarkable success, surprising even 

himself with how naturally the music is coming. What began as a thoughtful gift has become a genuine passion he 

looks forward to every day. 

Another family brought a different kind of inspiration. A mother enrolled herself alongside her two sons because 

she wanted to learn with them, not just observe. Their shared progress has been incredible, and now she’s preparing 

to bring their younger sister into the studio as well. Music has become a unifying force in their home. 

Then there’s the father who decided to learn guitar with his daughter. Their lessons have become a cherished 

weekly ritual, a time to explore the beautiful world of classical guitar together. Their steady progress is reward-

ing, but the bond they’re building is even more meaningful. 

And one of my newest students—a retired gentleman—recently discovered something profound. After stepping 

away from a long career, he found himself facing the quiet boredom that often comes with retirement. Learning gui-

tar has given him a renewed sense of purpose, joy, and daily engagement. He often says he wishes he had started 

sooner. 

These stories share a common thread: anyone can learn, at any age, from any starting point —

when they have the right guidance and the right tools. 

Where Traditional Teaching Meets Advanced Technology 

While I’m committed to patient, clear, human-centered instruction, I’ve also spent years building something that 

goes far beyond the typical lesson experience. 

Working deeply with Claude, Cursor, and emergent AI systems, I developed Guidora Studio—a highly interac-

tive, technically advanced guitar-learning platform designed to support students and empower teachers. 

Guidora Studio is not a cookie-cutter website. It’s a dynamic learning ecosystem that students use daily 

and genuinely can’t imagine being without. Tools like Practice Buddy, along with many others, help students 

stay focused, motivated, and engaged between lessons. The platform adapts to real learning needs, not generic 

templates. 

And now, Guidora Studio is available for other teachers who want to elevate their studio, support their stu-

dents more effectively, and offer a modern learning experience built by someone who understands both music edu-

cation and software engineering. 

Ready to Begin Your Own Musical Journey? 

Do not hesitate to contact Uncle Bob. 

402-581-9360 

   https://unclebobguitarlessons.com 

Whether you’re a complete beginner, a returning player, a parent, a retiree, or a fellow teacher, you’re welcome 

here. The first step is simple—and the results can be extraordinary. 
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May, specifically Memorial Day Weekend, is 

the start of vacation — and, in some cases, 

staycation — season for many of our resi-

dents. The trips might be just checking out 

various parts of Nebraska or a cruise or visit 

to overseas destinations. I took an unex-

pected one-day trip to Winner, S.D., on 

April 27. It wasn’t a vacation, but it was in-

teresting. 

I was grocery shopping that Monday morn-

ing, when I took a call from one of my golf-

ing pals, Mike Gabriel. Here’s how the conversation began: 

Mike: “Hey, what are you doing?” Me: “I’m grocery shopping, 

why?” Mike: “How would you like to take a trip to Winner, 

South Dakota?” Me: “When?” Mike: “How soon can you get 

home?” 

I learned from Mike weeks ago that he hooked up with one of 

the Plattsmouth car dealerships as a vehicle-delivery driver. 

The dealer needs people to pick up or deliver cars to various 

other dealerships from throughout the Midwest. But the calls 

usually come with very little notice — just as it did that day for 

Mike and me. 

We had to use Google Maps to figure out where Winner is and 

how long it would take to get there (just over 5 hours). We were 

told we would be picking up a Dodge Ram pickup, but we had 

to be at the Winner dealership before it closed at 6 o’clock. Af-

ter filling up the dealership’s 2025 GMC Acadia, we left 

Plattsmouth a little after noon, which didn’t give us time for 

much more than one pit stop. 

I quickly began to wonder if I knew what I was getting into. 

After all, we likely wouldn’t get back to Plattsmouth until 

around 11 (and that was assuming we wouldn’t encounter any 

problems), which would be well past my normal bedtime. 

Our route to Winner took us through Norfolk (which is as far as 

I can ever recall going into northeast Nebraska), Neligh and 

O’Neill before crossing the state line. It was our first trip to 

Winner, and, fortunately, traffic was very light; we arrived in 

town right at 5. We stopped at Frontier Motors Ford, only to 

discover there are two locations in the town of roughly 3,000. 

Once we arrived at the correct dealership, we exchanged the 

paperwork and headed out about 20 minutes later. First stop 

was to gas both vehicles. I told Mike I felt better driving the 

Acadia, mostly because while in the passenger seat I could get 

more familiar with all the “bells and whistles” of the SUV, in-

cluding how to turn on the headlights. (More important, to us, 

was being able to find 570 on the AM radio dial so we could 

listen to the Minnesota Twins game on the drive back.) 

Mike’s Ram took diesel gas, so we had to find a separate sta-

tion, which set us back a few minutes. Still, we left Winner right 

From the Editor 

An unexpected trip to Winner, S.D. 
around 6. Mike took the lead, so all I had to do was follow. He 

called me shortly after we crossed the state line asking how my 

bladder was holding up. He was hoping to make it to Norfolk, 

and I said that shouldn’t be a problem. We encountered very 

little oncoming traffic over the first 183 miles, but we both 

raced to the bathroom when we arrived in Norfolk. 

By then it was around 8:30, and we were still more than 2 

hours from the Plattsmouth dealership. But, happily, traffic 

was extremely light, and we had four-lane roads from just out-

side West Point on Hwy. 275 the rest of the way. We pulled into 

the dealership’s parking lot around 10:45, and Mike dropped 

me off at our home shortly after 11. 

Fun chat with Jack Swanda: You’ll read this month my 

story about Boomer Radio. I don’t remember when I discov-

ered it, maybe just two or three years ago, but as soon as I did, 

it reminded me of Omaha’s KGOR station in the 1970s when it 

played mostly songs from the Boomer era (before the term ex-

isted). 

Last week, I was able to hook up on the phone with Jack Swan-

da, who many longtime Omaha-area residents might remember 

from his days working on Lite 96 with Fred Brooks. Their show 

was called “Outta Bed With Jack and Fred,” first on KGOR be-

fore switching to Lite 96. 

Jack works the afternoon show Monday through Friday from 3 

to 6 p.m., and he has a huge following. He informed me that 

many of the callers are regulars who have a unique 

“handle” (think the old days of CB radios). I told him to expect 

a request from John from Buccaneer Bay. 

Toward the end of our conversation, I mentioned my newest 

book and the fact I had worked at the World-Herald for 20 

years. He seemed impressed and asked if I’d like to be an in-

studio guest one day. Of course, I quickly said yes, and he told 

me it’ll happen. I’ll give everyone a heads-up when/if it hap-

pens. 

Speeders nabbed on 75: We moved here in July 2017, and I 

saw something last month that was a first — for me, at least. 

Heading north toward Cornhusker, I spotted a Bellevue Police 

cruiser parked and partially hidden behind a large sign on the 

Fairview Road overpass bridge. I don’t recall ever seeing that 

before. 

I suspected something was up radar-wise, and, sure enough, 

just past the Capehart Road entrance ramp to northbound 75 

were Bellevue Police squad cars pulled off on the shoulder nab-

bing driver after driver. Funny how traffic on that stretch sud-

denly slowed to the speed limit — even a little under it. Hats of 

to the Bellevue police officers. 

John  Fey 

See editor, Page 9 
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Continued from Page 8 

Book signing was a hit: I want to thank those of you 

who stopped by the clubhouse for my book-signing 

event. It was nice to meet many of my readers and 

grateful to the folks who purchased my book. 

I have an idea for my next project, and I’ll announce it if 

the subject I have in mind agrees to it. Meanwhile, if you 

didn’t get a chance to purchase my book on umpire sto-

ries (among other subjects), contact me at 

jmfey195@gmail.com if you’d like a copy ($15). I’ll even 

deliver it to you! 

My final thought: As Memorial Day approaches at the 

end this month, please keep in mind that the holiday 

isn’t “just” for a day of golf and/or barbecuing. Original-

ly known as Decoration Day, the last Monday in May 

was established to decorate fallen soldiers’ graves with 

flowers and flags to honor those who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice in war. 

Editor: Remember fallen 

Memorial Day Weekend 
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Boomer Radio catching on all over 

tian radio station was sold in 2018, Swanda again was out of 

radio until landing a job at 1490 AM. But about a month later, 

he was approached by Boomer Radio to work for them in that 

same studio at which he worked. 

“I was doing contemporary Christian music, and then a month 

later, I’m in that exact same studio doing boomer music,” he 

said. “So instead of playing Amy Grant and Michael W. Smith, 

I’m playing the Rolling Stones.” 

Swanda discovered that Seline and his wife, Sue, (vice presi-

dent of Walnut Media) are Christians, which pleased him. 

“I’m a person of faith, and that’s very important to me,” Swan-

da said. “They have not discouraged me from shining that light 

in a different format.” 

During his afternoon show, Swanda takes calls from hundreds 

of listeners — many of whom are regulars. 

“Last year I took over 6,000 calls,” he said. “During COVID, it 

really exploded. I think people appreciate the connection. They 

love hearing other voices. We all kind of get to become a fami-

ly.” 

Over his many years on the air, Swanda would hear stories 

from his listeners. One came from a woman who credited him 

with saving her life many years ago. It happened during last 

month’s Boomer Radio sock hop. 

Here’s how he explains it: 

“She told me, ‘You saved my life.’ I said, ‘How?’ She was listen-

ing to Jack and Fred in the morning on the way to work with a 

co-worker, and they were stopped at a busy intersection. We 

had said something funny on the air, and they started laughing. 

She didn’t realize the light had turned green. 

“When she looked up, she realized it had been green for a few 

seconds. A garbage truck blew through the intersection on a 

red light. 

“If they hadn’t been delayed, they would have been in that in-

tersection when the garbage truck ran that light. She always 

believed Jack and Fred saved their lives.” 

At 70, Swanda doesn’t plan on retirement — at least for now. 

“I have no plans to stop doing the show,” he said. “as long as 

the pipes hold up.” 

Buccaneer Bay has more than it’s share of “boomers,” those 

who were born between 1946 and 1964 (including your hard-

working newsletter editor). Just over a decade ago, Boomer 

Radio was born catering to that group of listeners. If you have-

n’t heard of Boomer Radio, you can find it on 1490 AM, 104.1 

FM, 94.5 FM (Omaha), 97.3 FM (Blair) and 106.7 FM 

(Lincoln). 

The station also can be picked up on the Boomer app, meaning 

you can listen to it wherever you are outside the range of the 

radio signal. The voices behind the microphone are veterans 

you likely have heard of — Dave Wingert, Chuck Yates, Jack 

Swanda and Neil Nelkin, who holds 

down the early-evening shift. 

Boomer Radio was the brainchild of 

Omaha attorney Steve Seline, and 

he launched it in January 2015. 

“We got into the boomer format 

because we know that the boomer 

generation is the largest ever,” Se-

line said, “and we know 80 percent 

of the people will name the music 

they listened to in high school as 

their favorite.” 

Swanda was highly known — along with his partner Fred 

Brooks — during the 1980s and 1990s. They first hosted a 

morning show on KGOR called “Outta bed with Jack and 

Fred.” The show moved to 96.1 KEFM in 1989, and they con-

tinued as the top-rated duo until Swanda left in 2004. 

“We had a really good run,” Swanda said in a recent phone in-

terview. “iIn our demographic, women 25 to 54, we were al-

ways really strong. We had some good ratings success.” 

Swanda began at KGOR in 1982, and a few years later came 

Brooks, who at the beginning was doing the news broadcasts in 

the mornings. 

“We started playing off each other really well with him doing 

the news,” Swanda said, “and then the show kind of developed. 

Somebody coined the phrase ‘Outta of bed with Jack and Fred,’ 

and that really stuck.” 

Then, in 2004, their station was sold, and Swanda was a victim 

of that sale. He recalled that heartbreak in a 2023 Omaha Mag-

azine article. 

“They let me go,” Swanda told the magazine. “I was 50 years 

old and had two girls in college and one in high school.” 

Swanda switched careers then and started a financial planning 

business, thinking that’s where he’d spend the rest of his pro-

fessional working life. While building that business, he worked 

part-time for KGBI 100.7 FM The Fish starting in 2015 (the 

same time Seline started Walnut Media). But when the Chris-

 Jack Swanda hosts 

 Boomer’s 3 to 6 p.m. 

 weekday show. 

“Last year I took over 6,000 calls. During 

COVID, it really exploded. I think people 

appreciate the connection. They love 

hearing other voices. We all kind of get to 

become a family.” 

— Jack Swanda talking about listener requests 
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Calling all Buc Bay parents of graduates 
Do you have a son and/or daughter who will be 

graduating from high school or college this month? 

If so, the Buc Bay newsletter would like to recognize 

the grad in next month’s issue. Here’s what we need 

to know: 

Grad’s name: 

Parent(s): 

High school and/or college: 

Grad’s future plans: 

Anything else you’d like included. 

Please send the information to editor John Fey at jmfey1952@gmail.com. 

This month’s quiz: Who was the first woman from Nebraska to be elected to the U.S. Senate? A) Peggy Smith. B) Mary Sarpy. C) 

Ann Lancaster. D) Hazel Abel. Answer is on Page 27 (above the Bellevue Printing ad). 
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Buc Bay Notes 
Voters to cast ballots at clubhouse 
In case you weren’t aware, Buccaneer Bay registered voters will 

be casting their ballots Tuesday, May 12. Our polling place 

again will be the Bay Hills clubhouse, and voting will be held 

from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

As has been the case for years, voting is based on your political 

affiliation. This year, in addition to those registered as Republi-

cans and Democrats, there is the Libertarian, the Legal Mariju-

ana NOW Party, the Nonpartisan official ballot, the nonparti-

san Republican official ballot, the nonpartisan Democratic offi-

cial ballot, the nonpartisan Libertarian official ballot and the 

nonpartisan Legal Marijuana NOW official ballot. (Sample bal-

lots are found starting on Page 15 of this newsletter.) 

Other than for the national and state tickets, Buc Bay residents 

will be voting for local seats. Running for Clerk of District 

Court are Lora Kreifel and Brook M. McConnaughey. The two 

Republicans vying for the Cass County Commissioner District 2 

seat are Mark S. Smith and Shane L. Jensen. 

The nonpartisan ticket for member of the Legislature District 2 

includes Jayden L. Speed, Dean Helmick and Caitlin Knutson. 

Running for the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District 

Board of Directors Subdistrict 2 are Mark Patton, David Hibler 

and Ryan Runge. 

In case you don’t remember, you’ll need to show I.D. to be al-

lowed to cast your ballot. 

Dates set for Buc Bay cleanup 

The annual Buccaneer Bay Neighborhood Spring Cleanup takes 

place Saturday, May 30, from 10 to 11 a.m. Volunteers are 

asked to check in at the mailbox parking lot on Treasure Island 

Road. 

Grant money is provided for participating, and the funds are 

used for neighborhood projects and activities. For students, it’s 

a great way to earn credit for community service hours. 

And, best of all, if you sign up you’ll be eligible for one of the 

door prizes donated by sponsors. Thanks goes to Jill Boben-

house Tesar for coordinating spring cleanup. 

Buc Bay garage sales set for June 

The annual neighborhood garage sale returns June 5 and 6, 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. This popular event draws visitors from 

within and outside Buccaneer Bay. 

Cheryl Myers again is coordinating the Friday-Saturday event. 

Signs will be placed at the main entrance, and participants can 

place individual signs on their lots. 

To register, see the flyer in this month’s newsletter on Page 4. 

Watering guidelines 
in force for Buc Bay 

In case you’re new to our subdivision or have forgotten, 

spring is the start of outdoor watering guidelines. They 

are: 

Stage 1 – Normal: Residents are asked to voluntarily 

follow the SID’s watering guidelines. There are no fines, 

warnings, etc. (Stage 1 schedule below.) 

Stage 2 – Water System Under Stress: Residents are re-

quired to follow mandatory watering restrictions. Stage 2 

will be implemented if 

the district’s water sys-

tem operator determines 

the system is under 

stress and water usage 

must be curtailed to help 

prevent a system failure. 

Residents will be noti-

fied at least 2 weeks in 

advance if the District 

needs move to Stage 2 of 

the water conservation 

policy. 

Stage 3 – Water Emer-

gency: Watering is lim-

ited to two days per 

week. Stage 3 will be implemented if the district’s water 

system operator determines that severe drought or equip-

ment failure will curtail the amount of water available. 

Stage 4 – Water System Failure: The priority is public 

safety and health. No outside use of water is permitted. If 

necessary, all water use will be suspended. 

Please refer to the to the Water and Sanitary Sever System 

Rules and Regulations to view full details the Districts 

Water Conservation Plan stages. 

Here are the days for watering under the normal schedule: 

Monday – no watering 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday – Even numbered 

addresses 

Wednesday, Friday and Sunday – Odd numbered 

addresses 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf
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Member Appreciation photos 

Upcoming events to remember for June and July 

June 6 — Mizuno Fitting Day June 27-28 — Bay Hills Club Championship * 

June 13 — Members Remembered (4-Person Scramble) July 11-12 — Member/Member Tourney * 

June 15 — Callaway Fitting Night * GHIN required 
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Sample ballot, Democratic Party 
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Sample ballot, Legal Marijuana  
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Sample ballot, Libertarian Party  
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Sample ballot, Nonpartisan 

18 



Sample ballot, Republican Party 
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Sample ballot, Nonpartisan Dem. 

20 



Sample ballot, Nonpartisan Lib. 
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Sample ballot, Nonpartisan Marijuana 
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Sample ballot, Nonpartisan Rep. 
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2026 Gretna Sanitation collection schedule 
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New Water/Sewer Rates – Effective January 2026 
New water and sewer rates took effect last month. This increase was required to cover the costs associated with operating 

and maintaining the water and wastewater system owned by SID 5. 

 2025 Rates 
2026 Rates 

(Effective for bill due Jan. 2026) 

Base Water Rate (includes 5000 gallons) $17.00 per month $19.00 per month 

5001 to 10000 Gallons $3.80 per 1000 gallons $4.00 per 1000 gallons 

10001 to 20000 Gallons $4.65 per 1000 gallons $5.00 per 1000 gallons 

Over 20001 Gallons $5.30 per 1000 gallons $5.70 per 1000 gallons 

Sewer $17.00 per month $19.00 per month 

Wastewater Plant Debt $21.00 per month $21.00 per month 

Trash $22.95 per month $22.95 per month 

The minimum monthly bill will increase from $77.95 + tax to $81.95 + tax. The utility rate ordinance can be viewed here. 
Please Contact the Board with any questions. (Click on the underscored words to get to the information.) 

The scoop on yard waste: Gretna Sanitation will begin yard waste collections this month. The 

company reports seeing a lot of garbage bags inside of yard waste cans, and that can create big issues for 

yard waste routes. If you bag material, it needs to be in paper bags or certified compost bags. Their 

drivers will skip contaminated yard waste cans when they see it. 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/25-02-Rate-Ordinance-ADOPTED-2025-1216-signed.pdf
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/contact-the-board/
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This month in history 

» May 2, 2011 — U.S. Special Operations Forces kill Osama bin 

Laden during a raid on his secret compound in Abbottabad, 

Pakistan. 

» May 4, 1494 - During his second journey of exploration in the 

New World, Christopher Columbus discovers Jamaica.  

» May 5, 1865 - Decoration Day is first observed in the U.S., with 

the tradition of decorating soldiers' graves from the Civil War with 

flowers. 

» May 10, 1869 - The newly constructed tracks of the Union 

Pacific and Central Pacific railways are first linked at Promontory 

Point, Utah. 

» May 20, 1862 - President Abraham Lincoln signs the 

Homestead Act opening millions of acres of government owned 

land in the West to “homesteaders.” 

» May 22, 1972 - President Richard Nixon becomes the first 

American president to visit Moscow. 

» May 27, 1972 - John and Shirley Fey become husband and wife 

at Trinity Lutheran Church in Papillion. 

https://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/nixon.jpg


Keeping Bay Hills looking good 

Buc Bay residents Wayne and Pam Peterson enjoy donating their time sprucing up the areas near the first tee 

box and driving range at Bay Hills Golf Course. Pam is quick to say they’re not the only ones who do it. “There 

are a lot of other volunteers at the clubhouse who help keep things pretty,” Pam said. 

Grazing on May Day near the 18th hole 
Buc Bay resident Kelly Hubbell caught some visitors feeding on the first day of May. 
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Kitchen open Tuesday – Friday 

Dine in or Carry out 

402-298-8191 

Tuesday: Taco Tuesday dinner only, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday: Cook’s choice, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Thursday: Broasted chicken and country fried steak special, 

with regular menu also available 5 to 8 p.m. 

Friday: Prime rib special, with regular menu also available 5 

to 8 p.m. 

Quiz answer: D. 

They were born this month 
» Dwayne Johnson — born 5/2/1972 

» John F. Kennedy — born 5/29/1917; died 11/22/1963 

» Megan Fox — born 5/16/1986 

» David Beckham — born 5/2/1975 

» Audrey Hepburn — born 5/4/1929; died 1/20/1993 

» Clint Eastwood — born 5/31/1930 

» Novak Djokovic — born 5/22/1987 

» Mark Zuckerberg — born 5/14/1984 

» Stevie Wonder — born 5/13/1950 

» Bob Dylan — born 5/24/1941 

» George Clooney — born 5/6/1961 

» John Wayne — born 5/26/1907 

» Janet Jackson — born 5/16/1966 

» Stevie Nicks — born 5/26/1948 

» Cate Blanchett — born 5/14/1969 

● Why do golfers hate cake? Because they might get a slice. 

● What is the easiest shot in golf? Your fourth putt. 

● Why did the golfer bring a ladder to the course? He 

heard the greens were elevated. 

● What do you call a golfer who never misses a shot? A 

liar. 

Why did the golfer bring an extra umbrella? In case of a 

"fore" cast. 
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Your May dose of funnies 

How do you get 

a squirrel to 

like you? 

Act like you’re 

nuts. 



& Teresa Dilts 
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Robin Kincade 10 Davy Jones Cir. & Davy Jones Dr. — 25 houses 

Lakeside Dr. Townhomes 

VACANT 

Windward Ct., Windward Dr. and Wedgewood Ct. block captains: 

Agnes Lenaugh (531-205-7797), Laurie Deseck (402-672-9866), Maria Schmidt (402-570-6052) 

and Lindsay Varona (402-926-8923). 
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Contact information for SID No. 5 Board 
Board Member Phone Email Committee — Primary 

Kurt Meisinger (Chair) 402-297-4365 kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org Finance  

David Martin (Clerk) 402-578-7147 david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org Utilities 

Frank Gorhau 402-880-2960  frank.gorhau@buccaneerbay-ne.org  

Shawn Epp 402-672-3454  shawn.epp@buccaneerbay-ne.org Grounds/Recreation 

John Bolton 402-676-1854 john.bolton@buccaneerbay-ne.org Roads/Storm water 
Please feel free to contact any board member with your problem using the contact information from above but please give board 

members at least 24 hours to respond. Most of the board members have full time jobs and are subject to business trips, meetings, 

etc. If your concern or problem is of an emergency nature you may try to contact one of the other board members. Effective this 

month, Board meetings will be held at First Baptist Church in Plattsmouth (16220 US-75). 

You can also contact a 

board member via regular 

mail via the SID #5 

address at: 

SID #5 Board of Trustees 

19457 Treasure Island Rd. 

Plattsmouth, NE 68048 

To view the most-recent meeting 

minutes and find out future meeting 

dates, click on this link (it’s under the 

tab at the top that says communica-

tion): 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/ 

Text message alerts: Would you like to receive 

alerts and notifications related to SID infrastructure 

such as a water main break, road closure or hydrant 

flushing via text message? Click this link to find 

out: Alerts and Notifications via Text Message – Buc-

caneer Bay – SID #5 (buccaneerbay-ne.org) 

Cass County Historical Society information and news 
Board Members: Sandra Allgeier, 

Plattsmouth; Judy Attebery, Murray; 

George Eledge, Plattsmouth; Jim El-

worth, Nebraska City; Lanny Glup, 

Plattsmouth; Lisa Grotrian, Platts-

mouth; Del Hervey, Plattsmouth; Julie 

Schmale, Murdock. 

The board usually meets the 

fourth Tuesday of the month. 

Cass County Historical Society 

Foundation: Dave Pankonin, Presi-

dent; Pat Meisinger, Secretary; Leigh 

Jean Koinzan, Treasurer; Mel Luetch-

ens, Board Member; Roger Wehrbein, 

Board Member; Bruce Wiles, Board 

Member. 

2024 Board of Directors 

President 

Roger Wehrbein, Plattsmouth 

Vice President 

Roger Behrns, Louisville 

Secretary 

Pat Meisinger, Plattsmouth 

Treasurer 

Alicia Garbers, Plattsmouth 

Cass County Historical 

Society Museum 

646 Main Street, Plattsmouth, NE 

Winter Hours — November-March: 

Tuesday-Saturday —Noon-4 p.m. 

Summer Hours — April—October: 

Tuesday-Sunday — Noon—4 p.m. 

Closed Sundays and Mondays 

Admission: $2.50 for adults, free for 

museum members and children under 

age 12. 

Website: casscountynemuseum.org 

Mission Statement: The Cass County 

Historical Society shall collect, preserve, 

and study materials to document, inter-

pret and present the history of Cass 

County Nebraska to the public. 

SID’s alert system gives alternate connection 
Dave Martin, a member of our SID Board, announced last year that Buccaneer 

Bay has its own alert notification system in addition to (or instead of) the one 

developed by the Cass County Emergency Management Agency. Dave says the 

new system will provide text alerts in the event of severe weather or other 

emergencies. You can enroll easily by clicking on this link: 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/ 

mailto:kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org
mailto:david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/


SID#5 Covenants – Architectural Control 

The Buccaneer Bay Architectural Control process of reviewing requests for changes to your property can be sent to:  

accbuccbay@gmail.com. The ACC is co-chaired by Teresa Dilts and Jill Bobenhouse-Tesar. Any county zoning questions will be 

reviewed with Jim Chappell, Cass County Planning and Zoning Administrator.  

There are eight sets of Covenants for Buccaneer Bay. It seems like every time a new section of Buccaneer Bay opened up another set 

of covenants was made. I try to make sure that every resident in Buccaneer Bay gets a copy of the covenants that is for their section 

of the neighborhood. Some realtors will provide a copy of the covenants to the buyer, but I don’t think all of them do. Most of the 

covenants have some sort of termination clause.  

All sets of covenants are filed at the Register of Deeds office at the Court House. Not all of the covenants have the same number of 

years that the covenants are in force. 

— Jill Bobenhouse-Tesar 

HILLS COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND 

RESTRICTIONS”, which covers the following:  These covenants shall run with the land and be binding upon the current and fu-

ture Owners of all Lots in Blocks One (1) through Six (6), inclusive; all Lots in Blocks Fifteen (15) through Twenty (20), inclusive; 

Lots one (1) through Five (5) in Block Seven (7), and; Lot Ten (10) in Block Fourteen (14), all in Buccaneer Bay, a subdivision as 

surveyed, platted and recorded in Cass County, Nebraska, until the year 2029, together with any Lots created by a replat of these 

Lots, and shall be continued for successive periods of twenty-five (25) years unless sooner modified or terminated in writing by 

seventy-five percent (75%) or more of the then record owners of the Properties, with one vote per Lot. 

BAY LAKE COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDI-

TIONS AND RESTRICTIONS,” which covers the following Blocks: Block 21, 22, 23, 24, and 26 until the year 2000, 

at which time the covenants shall be extended for successive terms of 25 years. 

Block 31 in Buccaneer Bay incudes Windward Dr. and all side streets in this section, approved in September 2008 for term of 

25 years, which would then expire in 2033. 

Blk 28 Lots 8A/B, Lots 9A/B, and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr.  These first 2 townhomes and one house are under the original cove-

nants for Lakeside Dr. approved May 18, 2005 for a term of 25 years, which should terminate in 2030. 

Blk 28, Lots 1A – 24B, minus Lots 8A/B, 9A/B and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr. as described in the Covenants from Lone Tree 

Holdings. Approved May 18, 2017 for a term of 30 years, which would terminate in 2047. 

Bucc Bay 1st Edition – Lots 1R – 39R – Davy Jones Dr. and Davy Jones Cir. Filed February 14, 1996 for a term of 25 years. 

These Covenants have expired. 

Blk 29 Lots 1-26 Fairway Cir., Blk 30 Lots 1-6 – Fairway Dr. – Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

and for a term of twenty-five years.  Filed May 18th, 2005, which would expire in 2030. 

Blk 27 Lots 1A – 20B, and Lots 21 – 62 – Sailboat Lake – The Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

for a term of 25 years.  Filed December 23, 1996, the Covenants have been renewed.   

Residents under the covenants that will be expiring can be renewed by having residents who want to have the 

covenants continue review and update them.  Each set of covenants has a specification of how many signatures 

are required to approve the revised covenants.  It has been done, but it takes a lot of work. Once the covenants 

are out of date, that section of residents will no longer have to follow any restrictions for their section. 

Note: The process below may be modified as the Newsletter and Welcome Packages are being updated.    

Each time a new resident moves in they receive a welcome letter that has a link to the covenants for their location.  The infor-

mation on new residents come in an email from Peoples Service.  Jill Bobenhouse-Teaser is responsible for the welcome letter and 

supplying it to the appropriate block captain so the new resident can fill out a data sheet to be sent to one of the members. The 

changes will require the new information to be added to the Buccaneer Bay phone directory, if the new resident approves, and 

update the block captains list as residents move in and out.   
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mailto:accbuccbay@gmail.com


Kurt Meisinger      — 402-297-4365 

Frank Gorhau        — 402-880-2960 

John Bolton           —  402-676-1854 

Sean Epp                —  402-672-3454 

David Martin         —  402-578-7147 
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Teresa Dilts is the ACC leader. The 

general number for ACC submissions 

is 402-680-1631 (Teresa’s cell). 

 

Architectural Control for Blk 27 
Sailboat Lake 

Monthly Water Billing Rates 

Sewer $17.00 + tax monthly flat fee 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Debt 

Reduction — $16.00 a month 

Water base fee up to 5,000 gallons — $17.00 

Additional fees beyond 5,000: 

 5,001 — 10,000: $3.80 

 10,001 — 20,000: $4.65 

 Over 20,001 — $5.30 

OPPD Electric          — 877-536-4131 

             Outages         — 800-554-6773 

Gretna Sanitation — 402-332-4701 

 

 

Local News 



COMMENTS 
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 The county does not have an Animal Control unit. In 2008 the 

Nebraska State Legislature passed a new law that the county is 

responsible for capturing dangerous animals. Cass County has 

not created an Animal Control Officer, so it is up to the Sheriff’s 

department. The Sheriff will come out on dangerous animal calls. 

If someone has been bitten they will try to trap the animal. 


