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rooke Williams is a native of the Midwest, having 

been born and raised in Iowa. But she has a link to 

California that developed from her skill as a freelance 

writer. How so, you ask? You’ll have to read on to find out. 

Brooke and her husband, Sean, had no connections to Cass 

County until moving to Buccaneer Bay 23 years ago. She was 

born in Davenport, Iowa, and her family moved to Sioux City, 

where she finished high school at Sioux City East. From there, 

she stayed in Sioux City to attend Morningside College. 

“I graduated from high school a year early,” Brooke said, “and 

my parents didn’t want me to just go away at 17. I was pretty 

young. I thought I’d go to Morningside for a year and transfer 

somewhere else. But I liked it.” 

With her degree in hand in 2001, she landed her first full-time 

job at Omaha radio station KGBI, a non-commercial station 

that continues to broadcast in a Christian adult contemporary 

radio format. The station wasn’t new to her. 

“I had interned there for a couple of years during college,” 

Brooke said. “They had an opening that they held for me until I 

graduated. I took over their production/director position.” 

There was a life-changing side benefit to that job. While living 

in Omaha, she became better acquainted to Sean Williams, the 

man she eventually would marry. They hooked up on the Inter-

net while Brooke was in college (“before it was popular to do 

that, she said.”) 

So why did she pick the radio industry for her start? 

“At the beginning of college, I had no idea,” she said. “I did a 

radio show, because I thought it was something that would be 

fun. My mom said I should look into it, and since I lived off 

campus I thought maybe it would be a way to get to know more 

people.” 

That caused her to double her majors in religious studies and 

mass communications, and, she figured, it would make sense to 

take the job at KGBI. 

“It was fun,” she said. “It was different than I thought it would 

be. In college radio, you get to play what you want and have 

your own little shows. (KGBI) was very formatted, so it wasn’t 

what I was expecting it to be or hoped it would be, but it was a 

lot of fun.” 
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Once in Omaha, Brooke was able to get more connected with 

Sean – even though they had met in person while Brooke was 

working at KGBI on weekends while at Morningside. 

“Once I moved here, we would meet a lot,” she said. “We got 

married in 2002, just a year after I moved to Omaha.” 

In all, Brooke worked at KGBI for 10 years. Her last day was 16 

years ago on the day the first of their two daughters, Kaelyn, 

was born. (Sadie was born four years later.) 

“I kept coming in, and she was four days late,” she said. “Then I 

stayed and worked part-time.” 

Though she got her start in radio, Brooke had a passion for 

writing and while home with the baby, she would take on free-

lance jobs that would allow her to write while Kaelyn was nap-

ping. 

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
She has California connection 

Brooke and Sean Williams enjoy relaxing at home 

with Kaelyn, left, and Sadie. (Williams family photo.) 

See Brooke, Page 2 



2 

Brooke: Internet search results in expanded free-lance work 

Continued from Page 1 

“If I made $10 a week, I was excited,” Brooke said. “But from 

there I found clients, and that grew into more of a full-time job. 

I wrote for clients from all over the place.” 

Two summers ago, she discovered through an Internet search a 

California company that produces magazines in California and 

Arizona. Her writing gig morphed into a content position that 

she continues with today. 

“I gathered the content for them from here,” Brooke said, “and 

it was kind of hard. You’re emailing people who wondered who 

this person was. I didn’t know the neighborhoods, I didn’t 

know the communities very well.” 

Brooke branched out from there as a romantic-comedy novel-

ist. 

While Brooke was home doing her freelance work, Sean was 

entrenched in his job with BG Peterson Company in Omaha, 

which serves Nebraska and Iowa businesses with commercial 

heating and cooling equipment. 

“He’s the president of the company now, and when he walks 

into the room they play ‘Hail to the Chief’ all the time,” Brooke 

said with a chuckle. “It’s a family-owned company, but he’s not 

part of the family. But he’s been working there like 30 years 

ever since he got his associate degree.” 

Sean spends most of the day in the office, but there are times 

when he’s needed to lend a hand on big jobs. 

“He works with the zoo a lot,” Brooke said. “One day he came 

home and said he had to go to the zoo. I asked him why, and he 

said, ‘The sea lions were cold.’ One of the boilers wasn’t work-

ing. 

“So when you go to the desert dome, and it’s too hot, it’s his 

fault.” 

Brooke has company while working at home as she is able to 

homeschool Sadie, who also takes drum lessons and does her 

own nails weekly. Kaelyn is finishing her junior year at 

Plattsmouth High and is active in gymnastics – both as a com-

petitor and a teacher. She’s starting to look ahead to college, 

touring options and planning the future. 

So how did the Williams family end up in Buccaneer Bay? Like 

many of our residents, the couple decided to leave Omaha’s 

noise and traffic. 

“We lived in Omaha near 60th and Center,” Brooke said. “Sean 

had a small fixer-upper bachelor house. We lived there close to 

a year and then moved to Spyglass Court. We were just looking 

for a nice house that we could afford that wasn’t right off the 

Interstate. 

“We liked how quiet it was down here. We both worked in 

downtown Omaha, so it was just a 20-minute drive.” 

Now thinking about starting a family, the couple decided to 

build a larger home and did that in 2005 as one of the newer 

places on Fairway Drive. Back then, the road to Cedar Creek 

was dirt. 

“We really like it,” Brooke said. “We have almost an acre. We 

see deer, bunnies and owls.” 

And she likes not being stuck in an office. 

“I didn’t want to not work anymore,” Brooke said, “but with a 

newborn baby, I wanted to raise her, too.” 

Brooke and daughters Kaelyn, left, and Sadie enjoy 

summer camping trips. (Williams family photo.) 

Kaelyn not only participates in gymnastics, she 

teaches others. (Williams family photo.) 

See Brooke, Page 3 
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Advertising is welcome 
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If you’d like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card — $2.00 

¼-page size — $4.00 

½-page size — $5.00 

Full page — $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter 

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bay’s Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher …………………………………….…………..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ………...………….…………… Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor ………………………………………….…….……  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers …...………….…...…... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 

Daughter Sadie is in her second year of being home-schooled, 

and she enjoys having her mother as her tutor – both at home 

or at other locations. 

“On Wednesdays, I’m at the radio station doing Radio Talking 

Book service reading the newspaper, and she goes there,” 

Brooke said. “She usually goes into one of the booths with her 

laptop and does her schoolwork.” 

It’s not all work and no play for the Williams family. They enjoy 

taking summer camping trips exploring places in the state 

through the Nebraska Passport program. 

“We’ve done all 70 twice, I think,” Brooke said. “Usually we hit 

some every year. We’ve seen some stuff around Nebraska that 

Brooke: Family has enjoyed making Nebraska Passport stops 

Continued from Page 2 

we didn’t know was there.”  

It won’t be long before Brooke and Sean become empty-

nesters. Until that happens, they’ll keep enjoying the peace and 

quiet that Buccaneer Bay affords – not to mention the wildlife. 

“When we eat supper at night, and it’s still light out,” Brooke 

said, “we can see the deer in the back.” 

“We’ve seen some stuff around Nebraska 

that we didn’t know was there.” 

— Brooke Williams talking about the 

Nebraska Passport program 

They’re digging away 
around Buccaneer Bay 
Work on the MUD pipeline project continued 

last month. The photo at left was taken with 

Santa Claus in the background checking out 

progress near Lakeside Drive. For those who 

aren’t aware, the pipeline is being placed to 

eventually bring water from the Platte River to 

Plattsmouth. The project is a result of the 

2019 flood that destroyed the city’s 

wastewater and water treatment plants. 

Plattsmouth city officials began working 

with the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency on flood recovery projects and 

investigating a way to secure a new and 

better source of drinking water. It’s 

scheduled to be completed in June 2o27. 
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Many of our residents have heard the plan to replace the Bay 

Road bridge over Fourmile Creek. Last month came this report 

in the Cassgram: 

Cass County’s proposal to replace a bridge on Bay Road was 

chosen for funding in the 10th round of the Nebraska Depart-

ment of Transportation’s 

County Bridge Match Pro-

gram (CBMP). County offi-

cials say the current 122-foot, 

three-span concrete slab 

bridge over Fourmile Creek — 

located between 30th and 

18th Streets, serving the Buc-

caneer Bay area — has 

reached the end of its useful 

service life. Substructure de-

terioration and increasing 

maintenance needs prompted 

Cass County to seek CBMP 

assistance for a full replace-

ment. 

The total estimated cost is 

$1,349,498, with $500,000 

reimbursed through the pro-

gram. The route is critical for 

approximately 1,500 Bucca-

neer Bay residents and for 

daily traffic, according to the project submittal. Current aver-

age daily traffic is about 4,500 vehicles. The county notes that 

closure of the route is “not an option,” so traffic will be main-

tained through a shoofly and temporary bridge during con-

struction. 

The new structure — a 150-foot, three-span continuous con-

crete slab bridge — will be built on the existing alignment. Con-

tinuous slab bridges, NDOT notes, offer cost efficiency, quicker 

construction timelines (often 120 days), reduced channel im-

pacts, and service lives that frequently exceed 75 years. The 

county said this major bridge replacement will restore an all-

weather route, improve access to Bay Hills Golf Club and sur-

rounding neighborhoods, sup-

port commuter and farm-to-

market traffic and position the 

area for future growth. 

Cass County Road Superinten-

dent Lenny Thorne told 

Cassgram the cost of the tempo-

rary bridge to the south is out-

side of the cost estimate for the 

bridge replacement. The bridge 

was taken off the construction 

schedule this year when the 

county board of commissioners 

looked at the current year’s 

budget. 

The CBMP funding had not yet 

been approved. Created under 

the 2016 Transportation Innova-

tion Act, CBMP concludes its 

first decade having become a 

cornerstone in maintaining rural 

mobility and rebuilding essential county crossings. The pro-

gram shares construction costs with counties, emphasizing 

community impacts on essential services, local economies, and 

daily life. Round 10 selections encompassed nine counties and 

15 bridges, with a combined estimated construction cost of 

$9.8 million, including $4 million in CBMP funds.  

Fourmile Creek bridge update 

 Cass County officials deemed the Fourmile Creek 

 bridge has outlived its useful life, and a full  

 replacement will take place. (Photo by Adam Fey.) 

Here’s wishing all 

of our Buc Bay 

residents a very 

Happy New Year! 
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Son’s stroke alters parents’ lives 

6 

I 
t was a call that the parent of any child – no matter 

what age – would never expect, but on Nov. 4, Sterling 

Court resident Dave Nielsen was informed his son Marcus 

had suffered a severe stroke. The initial news from Marcus’ 

wife, Marcail, wasn’t good: There was a real chance Marcus, a 

1992 Plattsmouth High School graduate, wasn’t going to sur-

vive. 

In 1994, Marcus started his own business, Artesian Sprinklers, 

Inc., in Loveland, Colorado. He had completed his day’s work, 

and told Marcail he wasn’t feeling well and went to rest in bed. 

Minutes later, tragedy struck. 

“Fortunately, the Loveland rescue squad was there in just three 

or four minutes,” Dave said. “They took him to the hospital, 

and they got right after it.” 

By the time Dave and his wife, Mary, were notified, it was late 

in the afternoon. They were told the situation was very serious 

and that they should get there as soon as possible. They quickly 

gathered a change of clothes and drove all night toward Love-

land, where Marcus, who turned 52 Dec. 3, was being treated. 

The trip wasn’t smooth. Near Ogallala – more than three hours 

east of Loveland – their vehicle collided with a deer, but they 

were able to continue the drive. 

“We were so tired by that time,” Dave said. “It was about 3 in 

the morning, and 

we stopped in Ster-

ling and got a motel 

room and slept for 

about two hours. 

We got there when 

the hospital opened 

that morning.” 

Dave and Mary 

stayed in Loveland 

for a week and wit-

nessed small daily 

improvements. 

“He’d open his 

eyes,” Dave said, 

“but he couldn’t 

talk. I didn’t know 

if he could see us or 

not or was aware 

that we were there. He gradually got to where he could ask for 

water. You could tell he was paralyzed on his left side.” 

The damage was so severe, a portion of Marcus’ skull was re-

moved. 

By the end of the week, Dave had run out of his medications – 

including insulin for his diabetic condition. He and Mary drove 

back home to pack and prepare for a longer stay. In less than 

24 hours, they were heading back to Colorado. 

At the end of the week, they returned to Buccaneer Bay as Mary 

was preparing for December shoulder surgery and to get ready 

for Christmas. 

About a week later, Dave felt he needed to return to Colorado, 

but Mary was worried about possibly catching an infection and 

decided against joining him. Dave wasn’t getting many pro-

gress updates on Marcus, and he was getting concerned. 

Said Dave: “I told Mary, ‘I’ve got to get back out there. I’m go-

ing crazy sitting here and not knowing anything.’ She said she 

didn’t want me driving.” 

So when they called to inquire about catching a flight they 

learned that United wasn’t taking reservations to Denver until 

after Christmas. 

“Then I checked with the trains, and they were all booked,” 

Dave said. “I told Mary I’d take the bus. What else could I do?” 

The Greyhound bus left Omaha around 6 p.m. and, after sever-

al stops, arrived in Denver 11 hours later. By then, Marcus had 

been moved to Denver’s Craig Hospital, one of the top brain 

and spine rehabilitation centers in the country. 

The bus trip, Dave said, was strange to say the least. 

“If you die and go to hell,” he said, “you’ll get there on a Grey-

Marcus Nielsen started his own sprinkler business 10 

years ago. (Nielsen family photo.) 

Dave Nielsen, left, and his son 

Marcus at the top of Long’s Peak in 

Colorado. (Photo courtesy of Dave 

Nielsen.) 

See Marcus, Page 7 
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hound bus, I guarantee it. I hadn’t been on a bus since college. 

You see everything on a bus. There was only one sane person 

on the bus, and that was the bus driver. People were going back 

and forth up the aisle. I couldn’t have gotten two hours of 

sleep.” 

Upon arrival, Dave took his first Uber ride from the bus station 

to the hospital. The plan was to stay in Denver for four days, 

and when it came time to come back home, he talked himself 

out of using the round trip bus ticket and instead fly back. 

While in Denver, Dave observed the progress Marcus was mak-

ing, slow as it was. 

“It was just baby steps, kind of,” Dave said. “I went to some of 

the physical therapy appointments he had at the hospital.” 

Dave could tell Marcus was struggling to follow some of the 

commands, likely due in part to the fact that he was still with-

out half his skull. He was forced to wear a helmet to protect his 

head, which Marcus didn’t care for, Dave said. 

“He was speaking pretty well,” Dave said, “but he would get 

Marcus: First month of recovery witnessed was baby steps 

Continued from Page 6 real mixed up.” 

Adding to the problem was Marcus being diagnosed with dia-

betes, which adds to the recovery process. 

“He said at a minimum, he’ll be there two more months,” Dave 

said, adding that there will likely be concerns about how long 

insurance coverage will last. 

Marcail, Marcus’ wife, has established a page on caring-

bridge.org to update family and friends about her husband’s 

journey. A GoFundMe account has been set up for anyone who 

would like to help with the family’s expenses. 

One of her entries last month stated: “This journey has been 

emotional and overwhelming, but also full of hope. We love 

him deeply and we know so many of you do as well. Your sup-

port, encouragement, and love continue to lift him and us every 

day.” 

Here’s the link to the Caring Bridge page: 

Marcus’s Stroke Recovery 

Here’s the link to the GoFundMe account (just click on each): 

Fundraiser by jennifer conn : Help Marcus & Marcail Nielsen 

during this time of transition 

Nebraska Passport updated for 2026 
Summer may be months away, but it’s not too early to plan on 

checking out various sights in our state. The Nebraska Passport 

program was launched 

in 2010, and it appears 

to continue to grow. This 

year, there’s something 

for everyone in the offi-

cial Nebraska State 

Travel Guide. 

Travelers and residents 

will find information on 

Nebraska’s events and 

festivals, attractions 

grouped by region and 

city and scenic byway 

road trips. The guide 

showcases what the state 

has to offer to every kind 

of traveler: families, solo 

travelers, history buffs, 

outdoor enthusiasts, foodies, shoppers and more. 

“We’re thrilled to release the new travel guide each year, and 

this edition is especially fun to share,” said Jenn Gjerde, mar-

keting manager for Visit Nebraska. “It’s full of new photos and 

an added focus on Nebraska’s rich history and heritage.” 

The 2026 guide serves up lots of history in honor of America’s 

250th birthday, includ-

ing unique Nebraska 

trivia and a Nebraska 

timeline highlighting 

notable events, famous 

figures from “Buffalo 

Bill” Cody to Willa Ca-

ther and key sites to 

visit. 

In recent years, guides 

have been distributed to 

all 50 states and numer-

ous countries, helping 

support a tourism indus-

try that contributes $5.6 

billion to Nebraska’s 

GDP, supports more 

than 41,000 jobs and 

generates over $1.1 billion in wages annually. 

The 2026 Travel Guide is available for free at: 

visitnebraska.com/request-travel-guide with an online 

version also available for download. 

https://www.caringbridge.org/site/5baf1f6c-d008-11f0-8d9b-85f01bbf0952?from=%2Fsearch&fname=%E2%80%9CMiracle%20Marc%E2%80%9D
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-marcus-marcail-nielsen-during-this-time-of-transition
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-marcus-marcail-nielsen-during-this-time-of-transition
https://visitnebraska.com/request-travel-guide
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With December behind us, we can brace 

ourselves for the final two full months of 

winter — the ones I always dread. After get-

ting spoiled by the relatively mild last couple 

of weeks of 2025, who knows what Mother 

Nature has planned for us over the next 

eight weeks? 

I was excited to improve enough with my 

knee rehabilitation to the point where I 

could walk a mile for the first time in mid-

December following my Oct. 28 surgery. 

While I tried to stay diligent with my home stretching exercis-

es, I’m sure the work I put in with Alysa Biggs, my “coach” at 

Bellevue Physical Therapy, made all the difference in getting 

me there. I actually looked forward to each visit with her as she 

always was encouraging. 

The unseasonably warm weather allowed me to increase my 

daily walks to three miles. My last session with Alysa took place 

Dec. 30. I’ll always be grateful for her support and encourage-

ment. If you need physical therapy, I highly recommend Belle-

vue Therapy. 

For me, the ultimate goal is to be physically ready to get back to 

playing golf, and my first test likely will come in late March 

during my annual Florida trip. For the past few years, we’ve 

been able to get in nine holes while staying at The Villages 

(about an hour northwest of Orlando). I brought the subject up 

during my December follow-up visit with my surgeon, Dr. Mark 

Goebel, and he gave me the thumbs-up to play. (I forgot to ask 

him if my game will improve with the new knee.) 

Of course, Nebraska weather sometimes warms enough in early 

March for an early start to the season. Last year, I managed to 

get in two rounds at our course before heading south. But we 

know how fickle our March weather can be. So buckle up and 

enjoy the ride! 

* * *  

For those of you who don’t visit the Buccaneer Bay Facebook 

site — and/or those who didn’t catch the story on Channel 6 

last month — during the past year we’ve had an issue with 

some outgoing mail pieces that never reached their destina-

tions. I didn’t intend on getting involved other than comment-

ing on Facebook that several birthday cards (containing 

checks) didn’t get to our sons and their children. 

Once I discovered many others had mail that failed to be deliv-

ered I decided to ask Channel 6 reporter Mike McKnight to 

investigate. I was joined by fellow Buc Bay residents Mike Ga-

briel and Dwayne Paustian for the interview that took place at 

our home. Less than a week later, the story was aired on Chan-

nel 6. 

From the Editor 

Physical therapy sped recovery 

The intent never was to point fingers at who might be responsi-

ble, just to get the matter resolved. As of this writing, I’m not 

confident that will ever happen. One thing many of us have 

since learned is to never send cash or gift cards through the 

mail — no matter where you live. 

* * *  

When the calendar turns to another year, folks often are asked, 

“What’s your New Year’s resolution?” I’m in the group that 

answers, “I resolve not to make New Year’s resolutions.” By 

doing that, you don’t have to feel guilty about not reaching 

whatever goal was set. 

As I look back on 2025, I wonder how quickly the past 12 

months went by. It was another enjoyable golf season, both 

here at Bay Hills and elsewhere. Shirley and I were happy to be 

invited to join the group who for years have played the great 

western Nebraska courses. 

The top highlight, as always, was the Maine family reunion that 

takes place every other year. Our first one as a family took place 

in 1983, as I recall, and I always look forward to each one. 

These are all relations on Shirley’s side, but I feel just as close 

to many of them as I do my own cousins. 

Here’s wishing all of our Buc Bay residents a happy and healthy 

2026. 

John  Fey 

Alysa Biggs, my “coach” during my eight weeks of 

physical therapy, was always encouraging during my 

rehabilitation from knee surgery. 
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2025 Bay Hills Christmas party 
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More Christmas party photos, Page 11 
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 2025 Bay Hills Christmas party 
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Gretna Sanitation collection schedule 
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12-Nov (Delay none) 

19-Nov 

Trash & Recycling 

Trash Only 

26-Nov Trash & Recycling 

3-Dec Trash Only 

10-Dec Trash & Recycling 

17-Dec Trash Only 

24-Dec Trash & Recycling 

31-Dec Trash Only 

7-Jan Trash & Recycling 

14-Jan Trash Only 

21-Jan Trash & Recycling 

28-Jan Trash Only 

2025-26 Service 

(Delay none) 

Remember this lamp? 
The Buc Bay resident whose home is at the end of 

Lakeside Drive got into the Christmas holiday 

spirit by placing the lamp made famous in the 

movie “The Christmas Story.”  

Soaking up some Florida sun 
Buc Bay residents Amy and Damon Wagner got 

away last month to watch the PNC golf 

championship in Orlando, Florida. They 

witnessed Matt Kuchar and his son Cameron win 

the family event by a record seven strokes. (Photo 

courtesy of Damon Wagner.) 



2025: The year in pictures 
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This month in history 

» Jan. 1, 1892 — Ellis Island opens in New York 

Harbor. 

» Jan. 2, 1960 — Senator John F. Kennedy 

announces his intention to seek the Democratic 

presidential nomination. 

» Jan. 3, 1959 — Alaska is admitted as the 49th 

state. 

» Jan. 8, 1798 — The 11th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution is ratified, preventing lawsuits against a 

state by anyone from another state or foreign nation. 

» Jan. 10, 1861 — Florida becomes the third state 

to secede from the Union ahead of the Civil War. 

» Jan. 20, 1945 — Franklin Delano Roosevelt is 

inaugurated to an unprecedented fourth term as 

president. 

» Jan. 21, 1954 — The USS Nautilus is launched as 

the world’s first nuclear-powered submarine.  

» Jan. 22, 1973 — Abortion becomes legal in the 

U.S.  

Holiday lights contest winner 

The first Buccaneer Bay Holiday Lights Contest winner was the submission 

by Michele Patterson and Jamie Graves, 3033 Lakeside Drive. They re-

ceived 65 votes, good for a $50 gift card to Busy Bistro. Other awards went 

to 19221 Spyglass Court (second place, $40 gift card to La Catrina) and 

19201 Spyglass Court (third place, $30 gift card to Herban Coffee and 

Blooms). 

“A huge thank you to everyone who entered and to all who drove around, 

voted and spread the holiday cheer,” said organizer Debbie Meyer. “This 

was so much fun, and our neighborhood absolutely showed up. I’m already 

excited for next year’s contest, so, yes, you officially have permission to 

start planning your decorating strategy now.” 
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This month’s quiz: Cass County was named for ______ Cass? A) Henry. B) Joseph. C) Ralph. D) Lewis. Answer is 

on Page 17 (above the Edward Jones ad). 
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Kitchen open Tuesday – Friday 

Dine in or Carry out 

402-298-8191 

Tuesday: Taco Tuesday dinner only, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday: Cook’s choice, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Thursday: Broasted chicken and country fried steak special, 

with regular menu also available 5 to 8 p.m. 

Friday: Prime rib special, with regular menu also available 5 

to 8 p.m. 

Quiz answer: D. 

They were born this month 
» Muhammad Ali — born 1/17/1942; died 6/3/2016 

» Martin Luther King — born 1/15/1929; died 4/4/1968 

» Jeff Bezos — born 1/12/1964 

» Betty White — born 1/17/1922; died 12/31/2021 

» Dolly Parton — born 1/19/1946 

» Jim Carrey — born 1/17/1962 

» Isaac Newton — born 1/4/1643; died 3/31/1727 

» David Bowie — born 1/10/2016 

» Benjamin Franklin — born 1/17/1706; died 4/17/1790 

» Bradley Cooper — born 1/5/1975 

» Nicolas Cage — born 1/7/1964 

» Steve Harvey — born 1/17/1957 

» Jackie Robinson — born 1/31/1919; died 10/24/1972 

» F.D. Roosevelt — born 1/30/1882; died 4/12/1945 

» Oprah Winfrey — born 1/29/1954 
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Your January dose of funnies 



& Teresa Dilts 

19 

Robin Kincade 10 Davy Jones Cir. & Davy Jones Dr. — 25 houses 

Lakeside Dr. Townhomes 

VACANT 

Windward Ct., Windward Dr. and Wedgewood Ct. block captains: 

Agnes Lenaugh (531-205-7797), Laurie Deseck (402-672-9866), Maria Schmidt (402-570-6052) 

and Lindsay Varona (402-926-8923). 
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Contact information for SID No. 5 Board 
Board Member Phone Email Committee — Primary 

Kurt Meisinger (Chair) 402-297-4365 kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org Finance  

David Martin (Clerk) 402-578-7147 david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org Utilities 

Frank Gorhau 402-880-2960  frank.gorhau@buccaneerbay-ne.org  

Shawn Epp 402-672-3454  shawn.epp@buccaneerbay-ne.org Grounds/Recreation 

John Bolton 402-676-1854 john.bolton@buccaneerbay-ne.org Roads/Storm water 
Please feel free to contact any board member with your problem using the contact information from above but please give board 

members at least 24 hours to respond. Most of the board members have full time jobs and are subject to business trips, meetings, 

etc. If your concern or problem is of an emergency nature you may try to contact one of the other board members. Effective this 

month, Board meetings will be held at First Baptist Church in Plattsmouth (16220 US-75). 

You can also contact a 

board member via regular 

mail via the SID #5 

address at: 

SID #5 Board of Trustees 

19457 Treasure Island Rd. 

Plattsmouth, NE 68048 

To view the most-recent meeting 

minutes and find out future meeting 

dates, click on this link (it’s under the 

tab at the top that says communica-

tion): 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/ 

Text message alerts: Would you like to receive 

alerts and notifications related to SID infrastructure 

such as a water main break, road closure or hydrant 

flushing via text message? Click this link to find 

out: Alerts and Notifications via Text Message – Buc-

caneer Bay – SID #5 (buccaneerbay-ne.org) 

Cass County Historical Society information and news 
Board Members: Sandra Allgeier, 

Plattsmouth; Judy Attebery, Murray; 

George Eledge, Plattsmouth; Jim El-

worth, Nebraska City; Lanny Glup, 

Plattsmouth; Lisa Grotrian, Platts-

mouth; Del Hervey, Plattsmouth; Julie 

Schmale, Murdock. 

The board usually meets the 

fourth Tuesday of the month. 

Cass County Historical Society 

Foundation: Dave Pankonin, Presi-

dent; Pat Meisinger, Secretary; Leigh 

Jean Koinzan, Treasurer; Mel Luetch-

ens, Board Member; Roger Wehrbein, 

Board Member; Bruce Wiles, Board 

Member. 

2024 Board of Directors 

President 

Roger Wehrbein, Plattsmouth 

Vice President 

Roger Behrns, Louisville 

Secretary 

Pat Meisinger, Plattsmouth 

Treasurer 

Alicia Garbers, Plattsmouth 

Cass County Historical 

Society Museum 

646 Main Street, Plattsmouth, NE 

Winter Hours — November-March: 

Tuesday-Saturday —Noon-4 p.m. 

Summer Hours — April—October: 

Tuesday-Sunday — Noon—4 p.m. 

Closed Sundays and Mondays 

Admission: $2.50 for adults, free for 

museum members and children under 

age 12. 

Website: casscountynemuseum.org 

Mission Statement: The Cass County 

Historical Society shall collect, preserve, 

and study materials to document, inter-

pret and present the history of Cass 

County Nebraska to the public. 

SID’s alert system gives alternate connection 
Dave Martin, a member of our SID Board, announced last month that Buccaneer 

Bay has its own alert notification system in addition to (or instead of) the one 

developed by the Cass County Emergency Management Agency. Dave says the 

new system will provide text alerts in the event of severe weather or other 

emergencies. You can enroll easily by clicking on this link: 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/ 

mailto:kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org
mailto:david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/


SID#5 Covenants – Architectural Control 

The Buccaneer Bay Architectural Control process of reviewing requests for changes on your property is now be-

ing managed by Teresa Dilts and Kayla Graff. They will be working with Mike Jensen, Cass County Zoning Ad-

ministrator. 

There are 8 sets of Covenants for Buccaneer Bay.  It seems like every time a new section of Buccaneer Bay opened up another set of 

covenants was made.  I try to make sure that every resident in Buccaneer Bay gets a copy of the covenants that is for their section of 

the neighborhood.  Some realtors will provide a copy of the covenants to the buyer, but I don’t think all of them do.  Most of the 

covenants have some sort of termination clause.  

All sets of covenants are filed at the Register of Deeds office at the Court House.  Not all of the covenants have the same number of 

years that the covenants are in force. 

HILLS COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND 

RESTRICTIONS”, which covers the following:  These covenants shall run with the land and be binding upon the current and fu-

ture Owners of all Lots in Blocks One (1) through Six (6), inclusive; all Lots in Blocks Fifteen (15) through Twenty (20), inclusive; 

Lots one (1) through Five (5) in Block Seven (7), and; Lot Ten (10) in Block Fourteen (14), all in Buccaneer Bay, a subdivision as 

surveyed, platted and recorded in Cass County, Nebraska, until the year 2029, together with any Lots created by a replat of these 

Lots, and shall be continued for successive periods of twenty-five (25) years unless sooner modified or terminated in writing by 

seventy-five percent (75%) or more of the then record owners of the Properties, with one vote per Lot. 

BAY LAKE COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS 

AND RESTRICTIONS”, which covers the following Blocks:  Block 21, 22, 23, 24, and 26 until the year 2000, at which time the 

covenants shall be extended for successive terms of 25 years, which should make them good until 2025. 

Block 31 in Buccaneer Bay incudes Windward Dr. and all side streets in this section, approved in September 2008 for term of 

25 years, which would then expire in 2033. 

Blk 28 Lots 8A/B, Lots 9A/B, and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr.  These first 2 townhomes and one house are under the original cove-

nants for Lakeside Dr. approved May 18, 2005 for a term of 25 years, which should terminate in 2030. 

Blk 28, Lots 1A – 24B, minus Lots 8A/B, 9A/B and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr. as described in the Covenants from Lone Tree 

Holdings. Approved May 18, 2017 for a term of 30 years, which would terminate in 2047. 

Bucc Bay 1st Edition – Lots 1R – 39R – Davy Jones Dr. and Davy Jones Cir. Filed February 14, 1996 for a term of 25 years. 

These Covenants have expired. 

Blk 29 Lots 1-26 Fairway Cir., Blk 30 Lots 1-6 – Fairway Dr. – Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

and for a term of twenty-five years.  Filed May 18th, 2005, which would expire in 2030. 

Blk 27 Lots 1A – 20B, and Lots 21 – 62 – Sailboat Lake – The Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

for a term of 25 years.  Filed December 23, 1996, the Covenants have been renewed.   

Residents under the covenants that will be expiring can be renewed by having residents who want to have the 

covenants continue review and update them.  Each set of covenants has a specification of how many signatures 

are required to approve the revised covenants.  It has been done, but it takes a lot of work. Once the covenants 

are out of date, that section of residents will no longer have to follow any restrictions for their section. 

Note: The process below may be modified as the Newsletter and Welcome Packages are being updated.    

Each time a new resident moves in they receive a welcome letter that has a link to the covenants for their location.  The infor-

mation on new residents come in an email from Peoples Service.  Jill Bobenhouse-Teaser is responsible for the welcome letter and 

supplying it to the appropriate block captain so the new resident can fill out a data sheet to be sent to one of the members. The 

changes will require the new information to be added to the Buccaneer Bay phone directory, if the new resident approves, and 

update the block captains list as residents move in and out.   

21 



Kurt Meisinger      — 402-297-4365 

Frank Gorhau        — 402-880-2960 

John Bolton           —  402-676-1854 

Sean Epp                —  402-672-3454 

David Martin         —  402-578-7147 
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Teresa Dilts is the ACC leader. The 

general number for ACC submissions 

is 402-680-1631 (Teresa’s cell). 

 

Architectural Control for Blk 27 
Sailboat Lake 

Monthly Water Billing Rates 

Sewer $17.00 + tax monthly flat fee 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Debt 

Reduction — $16.00 a month 

Water base fee up to 5,000 gallons — $17.00 

Additional fees beyond 5,000: 

 5,001 — 10,000: $3.80 

 10,001 — 20,000: $4.65 

 Over 20,001 — $5.30 

OPPD Electric          — 877-536-4131 

             Outages         — 800-554-6773 

Gretna Sanitation — 402-332-4701 

 

 

Local News 



COMMENTS 
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 The county does not have an Animal Control unit. In 2008 the 

Nebraska State Legislature passed a new law that the county is 

responsible for capturing dangerous animals. Cass County has 

not created an Animal Control Officer, so it is up to the Sheriff’s 

department. The Sheriff will come out on dangerous animal calls. 

If someone has been bitten they will try to trap the animal. 


