
W 
hen the new school year begins, Joe Giesick 

puts away his baseball umpiring gear and pulls 

out his football referee attire. Officiating high 

school baseball, football and basketball games is a hobby he 

took up years before he and his wife, Melissa, moved to Bucca-

neer Bay. But it took quite a while for him to get there. 

Joe was born in California and moved to Nebraska when he 

was just 5 years old. His dad was in the tool and die business, 

and the family moved to various Nebraska towns — including 

Grand Island and Lincoln — before eventually settling into 

Papillion. 

While attending Papillion High School, he concentrated on 

football. 

“I didn’t do baseball in high school,” Joe said. “I played it all 

the way up until high school. I concentrated on football and a 

little bit of basketball.” 

A serious knee injury in his senior year wiped out his athletic 

competition and also ended any dreams of playing football in 

college. So after graduation, he served six years in the Air Force 

as a law enforcement specialist. 

When he got orders to transfer to England, Joe was awarded 

custody of his daughter from his first marriage. (He also had a 

son.) 

“When it came time to reenlist, I had a big decision to make,” 

he said. “Did I want to come back and be a single dad or did I 

reenlist and let my parents raise my daughter? So I decided to 

get out and raise my daughter.” 

After leaving the Air Force, Joe moved back to Grand Island. 

Years passed before his life was to take a major change. 

As Joe’s boys got older, he began coaching various sports, and 

one of the players on his teams was the son a divorced mother 

named Melissa. Her son CJ and Joe’s son Garrett became good 

friends. 

“I started coaching CJ in baseball when they were 13,” Joe said. 

“Melissa worked nights, and I would give him rides to practices 

and games. We didn’t know each other at all. CJ was a good 

baseball player.” 

With CJ on Joe’s team, he got to know Melissa better with each 

passing month. After Joe’s father died of a heart attack, his 

October 2025 

mother developed Alzheimer’s as his marriage began to fail. He 

eventually filed for divorce. 

“At the time, I decided I was going to be single for the rest of 

my life,” he said. “Then Melissa and I became friends and start-

ed hanging out.” 

Recalled Melissa: “It’s kind of tricky business when your boys 

are best friends.” 

The couple’s relationship got to the point where Joe gathered 

Melissa’s children to get their feelings. 

“The oldest boys said, ‘That’s weird.’ So we started seeing each 

other for a couple of years,” Joe said. “We were living in sepa-

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
Buc Bay’s hard-working official 

Joe Giesick, far left, said baseball is his favorite sport 

to officiate, although he does enjoy football and 

basketball assignments. (Photo courtesy of Joe 

Giesick.) 

See Joe, Page 2 
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Joe: Timing was right for the move to Buc Bay’s Sterling Court 

Continued from Page 1 

rate houses. She had moved into a bigger house, and we decid-

ed to move in together, not really thinking we were going to get 

married. 

“One Christmas (2019) I ended up proposing before my family 

and her family.” 

Then the pandemic hit, causing concerns about what might 

happen if one 

of them con-

tracted COVID

-19 — especial-

ly Melissa, who 

is a nurse. Joe 

interacted with 

many since his 

job was in the 

food service 

industry. 

But they elect-

ed to blend 

their families 

and get mar-

ried, even 

though the 

pandemic 

caused some adjustments to what they originally would have 

planned. They first had a ceremony in their back yard on April 

11, 2000. A bigger celebration followed in July. 

Before the wedding, they sold their homes and moved into a 

larger rental house to accommodate both families. They 

planned to build, but construction costs had skyrocketed dur-

ing the pandemic. The lease on their home was set for renewal, 

and a decision had to be made. 

“One night after working a basketball game in Elkhorn she 

called me and said she found a house in Buccaneer Bay,” Joe 

said. “She asked if I wanted to look at it that night, and I said 

sure.” 

They quickly learned that the home they checked out was likely 

going to sell at a most reasonable price. Joe brought over a fel-

low basketball official who was a realtor, and he told them it 

was priced just right. 

A month later, the couple moved their blended family to Ster-

ling Court. Today, the family includes seven children and nine 

grandchildren, the most recent arriving last month. 

(Readers of this newsletter might remember the story of nearly 

losing a new dog they had brought home from Iowa about two 

years ago. Joe and Melissa wanted CJ, who lives in Atchison, 

Kansas, to have a companion. But when they pulled into their 

driveway, Echo (a Corgi) slipped from his collar and vanished. 

Fortunately, Echo was found more than a week later. Today, 

he’s living a happy life in Kansas.) 

Backtracking a bit here, Joe started his officiating career before 

he remarried. As his kids reached high school, he was finished 

coaching them. One day, about 15 years ago, he received a call 

from a friend that he remembers to this day. 

Recalls Joe: “He said, ‘Hey, why don’t you grab a whistle and 

shirt and do some basketball games with me this weekend?’ I 

never did bas-

ketball. I 

played basket-

ball but I never 

officiated bas-

ketball. I 

grabbed a 

whistle and got 

a shirt and that 

weekend I 

worked 30 

youth basket-

ball games. 

“The next day, 

I was sore as 

heck, and I 

didn’t know if I 

wanted to keep 

doing that. Then the guy introduced me to a guy who assigned 

basketball games in Iowa.” 

The next thing Joe knew, he was working his way up to Iowa 

varsity basketball games. He remembers his first one took place 

in Malvern. 

“I kind of liked it,” he said, “so I kept doing it. All my varsity 

games were in Iowa at that time, anywhere from Malvern to 

Stanton to Sidney to Shenandoah.” 

A lot of his friends made through officiating also were assigned 

games in Omaha. 

“I gravitated to the Metro (Conference) a little bit, starting with 

the lower level until I could prove myself,” Joe said. “I started 

doing JV and freshman stuff and worked my way up to the var-

sity level.” 

These years, Joe still works occasional games in Iowa but most-

ly travels to Omaha for assignments. 

Early into his basketball officiating years, he picked up baseball 

games. He started working Omaha-area games for Metro Um-

pires. He recalls Metro’s chief umpire, Denny Jones, coming to 

evaluate him. 

Recalls Joe: “He told me, ‘I don’t know why I’m out here watch-

ing you. You know what you’re doing.’ So I started working a 

lot of youth games for him.” 

 Holiday gatherings fill up the Giesicks’ home with a blended family of seven 

 children and nine grandchildren. (Giesick family photo.) 

See Joe, Page 3 
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Advertising is welcome 
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If you’d like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card — $2.00 

¼-page size — $4.00 

½-page size — $5.00 

Full page — $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter 

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bay’s Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher …………………………………….…………..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ………...………….…………… Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor ………………………………………….…….……  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers …...………….…...…... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 

Joe: Umpiring made easier having good rapport with coaches 

Continued from Page 2 

Soon Joe was urged by fellow umpires to move up the ladder, 

so he joined the Nebraska Umpires Association. 

“They basically had the (summer) Legion season,” he said. “So I 

started working games for them. I started working a mixture of 

youth and high school games.” 

Three years into that, he weaned himself away from the youth 

games and spent nearly all his time 

working at the high school varsity 

and Legion levels. The past few years 

Joe could be spotted working Class 

A, B and C ballgames. This past sum-

mer he worked the Nebraska Class C 

state Legion tournament at Sutton. 

“I’ve worked the Metro enough 

where I know all the coaches, and 

I’ve got a good rapport with them,” 

he said. “I seldom have any issues 

with coaches. Baseball by far is my 

favorite.” 

Joe has been assigned to district and 

state-tournament baseball games. 

He’s also worked district basketball games in the past. 

His football officiating days began about 10 years ago, he guess-

es. Again, fellow officials convinced him to advance to the Class 

A level. 

“This is my eighth year on a Metro crew,” he said. “When you’re 

on a Metro crew for football, you stay with the same five all the 

way through the season. Your basketball crews can change 

from time to time unless you’re doing games outside the Met-

ro.” 

Asked what sport is easiest to officiate, Joe didn’t hesitate. 

“Football, for sure,” he said. “In a high school game, you have 

five (officials). You’re covering certain areas, and you don’t 

have to worry about other areas.” 

Umpiring baseball, he said, can be easiest when coaches behave 

themselves, which isn’t always the case. 

“I think coaches now are figuring it out more and more,” Joe 

said, “because there’s a shortage of officials in every sport in 

the entire United States. 

“There are so many kids who start doing it now for a year, or 

not even a year, and they’re getting yelled at by coaches or par-

ents and say they don’t want to do that anymore.” 

Joe encouraged his son to try it, 

and he decided umpiring wasn’t 

for him. 

“Coaches have just ruined it for 

some umpires,” he said. “I’ve 

been doing it for so long that I 

have kind of thick skin. If 

they’re griping, I just end it and 

stop it before it keeps going. 

Some people can’t take some of 

that.” 

Joe pointed to a recent youth 

game where police had to es-

cort two parents off the premis-

es. 

“It was a fourth-grade game,” he said. “They just don’t get it.” 

He fears for the future of officiating if bad fan behavior contin-

ues. 

“They might ruin sports someday,” Joe said, “where they don’t 

have people who want to officiate.” 

But there was a bright side that came from a game he worked in 

Omaha the last week of September. 

“It was Officials’ Appreciation Week,” Joe said. “We were com-

ing off the field, and the whole student section lined the field as 

we were coming off. They were giving us high fives as we were 

coming off.” 

 Joe Giesick worked his way up the officiating 

 ladder to reach the Omaha Metro varsity level. 

 (Photo courtesy of Joe Giesick.) 
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League play for the men and women wrapped up last month, 

with champions determined in the Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday competitions. 

Mike Sawyer and Cody Robertson were regular-season winners 

for Tuesday league. Runners-up were Mike Greaney and Jay 

Davis. Third place was captured by Ryan Freeburg and Trevor 

Edmonds, while Steve and Justin Johnson came in fourth. 

The first-half playoff qualifiers for the Thursday league were 

Bob and Wade Brugger; Joe Dyess and Wayne Petersen; and 

Mike Greaney and Mitch Mitchell. Second-half qualifiers were 

Tom Dirks and Bob Kincade; Scott Lauenroth and Don Boni-

figlio; Mike Gabriel and Paul Toledo; and James Degner and 

Rex Goracke. 

Playoff champions for the men were Sawyer/Robertson 

(Tuesday) and Lauenroth/Bonifiglio (Thursday). 

The women’s league finished at the end of the regular season 

on Aug. 27 without a playoff. Payouts were made to the top 

three teams in each flight. 

First-flight champions were Carol Strazdes/Linda Keating 

(with Traci Strazdas subbing). Second place was scored by Carli 

Rhylander/Katrina Lane, and coming in third were Lindsay 

Varona/Melissa Ging. 

Second-flight honors went to Amy and Kim Scott, followed by 

the runner-up team of Maria Schmidt/Lynn Gorman. Third 

place was a tie between Traci Boyer/Stephanie Rastetter and 

Peggy Wyffels/Linda Goodman. 

Tops in the third flight were Jean Ackerman/Jessica Prchal, 

with Maryanne Nelson/Lauri Maloy placing second. Cindy 

Benson/Helen Troshynski came in third. Fourth flight winners 

were Laurie Deseck/Patty Mitchell, followed by Amy Wagner/

Darci Poland. Tying for third were Sandy Bogner/Pam Hen-

ning and Carol Kellison/Shirley Fey. 

Match play champions crowned 

The inaugural match-play tournament ended last month with a 

postseason playoff in three divisions: Ladies, Senior and Open. 

Each player was responsible to schedule his/her opponent over 

the summer-long competition. 

Winner of the Ladies Division was Lynn Gorman. Senior Divi-

sion champion was Steve Johnson, and Bob Wisniewski took 

the Open Division title. 

“Thank you to everyone who participated,” said Damon Wag-

ner, Bay Hills director of golf. 

Hubba, hubba! Darek scores an ace 

Darek Hubbell joined Bay Hill’s Hole-in-One Club Sept. 15 

Bay Hills Golf notes 

League champions are crowned 

when he aced No. 17 with an 8-iron. It came during a Monday 

round with Bob Wisniewski witnessing the feat during their 

match-play 18 holes. 

“It was pretty exciting,” Darek said, “and pretty surreal.” 

If the last name sounds familiar, it should. Darek is the son of 

Kelly and Daryl Hubbell. 

Tournament season winding down 

The ninth annual Fall Frenzy 4-Person Scramble is the last 

scramble of the 2025 season. Set for Sunday, Oct. 5, it’s an 11 

a.m. shotgun start. The price ($40 for members $85 for non-

members) includes lunch following the 18 holes. 

Registrations were lagging a week before the event, but enough 

signups took place to move the outing forward. Click on the 

Club’s link to register: www.bayhillsgolfclub.com. 

There were two tournaments in September. The Sept. 6 Ladies 

Invite was blessed with good weather as was the Sept. 21 Su-

perintendents Revenge. A good time was clearly had by all. 

The final two events on the 2025 calendar are the Oct. 25 

Tombstone Tourney (GHIN required) and the popular Winter 

cup Nov. 1-2. 

Senior men’s golf outings nearing end 

The race for top money winner for this season’s senior men’s 

golf rounds ends with a scramble format on Nov. 5 (weather 

permitting, of course). The informal weekly outings start 

around 8 a.m., after players check in after 7:30. 

Entry fee is just $5, and you can choose to participate in skins 

play for another $5. (Green fees apply to non-members.) There 

is no preregistration — just show up when you can. 

Darek Hubbell 

celebrates his 

first hole-in-one 

after acing the 

17th hole on 

Sept. 15. “It was 

pretty exciting,” 

he said, “and 

pretty surreal.” 
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Bay Hills golfers venture out west 
By John Fey 

Buc Bay newsletter editor 

It’s an annual event, involving a group of men and women golf-

ers who travel west to play various Nebraska courses that are 

included in the “Golf the West” package. This year, wife Shirley 

and I joined 14 others for four days of play, starting with South-

ern Hills Golf Course in Hastings on Monday, Sept. 15. 

A week before heading out, there was a meeting conducted by 

organizing team members Joe and Ginny Dyess at their home. 

Mike Buchman and former Buc Bay resident Tom Deyke were 

also “rookies” making the trip. (More on Tom later.) 

The rest of the traveling party: Patti Hiemer, Jaye Johnson, 

Greg and Linda Goodman, Jerry and Traci Dineen, Mike and 

Chris Greaney, Greg Mcmillan and Laura Steffes. Shirley and I 

were looking forward to getting to know everybody better over 

the four days together. 

Partners for each round of golf were determined by drawing a 

colored dice out of a hat. There were four foursomes each day.  

The opening round of golf in Hastings was played under ideal 

weather conditions, and the group (minus Tom, who joined us 

Monday night) enjoyed a post-round drink before making the 

hour and 45 minute drive to Gothenburg for dinner. That’s 

when the first snag in the outing took place. 

We arrived at the Good Life restaurant in Gothenburg and were 

seated in the party room that accommodated our group of 16. 

We quickly discovered the restaurant was understaffed — even 

though the reservation had been made weeks in advance. 

Drinks were slow to arrive, as was the food. In fact, a couple of 

folks in our group never received their meals. It was pitch dark 

by the time we arrived at our cabins next to the Wild Horse 

Golf Course clubhouse. Falling asleep that first night was not a 

problem. 

Our second round of golf took place Tuesday at one of the most 

challenging courses I’ve ever played. Bayside Golf Course offers 

beautiful views of Lake McConaughy near Ogallala. Here is how 

the course is described on its website: 

“Our course spans an impressive 6,148 yards from the middle 

Greg 

Goodman 

takes a selfie 

photo of our 

group before 

tee-off at 

Kearney’s 

Southern 

Hills Golf 

Course. 

tees, offering a challenging yet enjoyable experience for golfers 

of all skill levels. With a par of 72, the link-style course boasts 

wide-open fairways that beckon both seasoned players and 

newcomers alike.” 

We were informed upon arriving that the front 9 was being 

aerated and that we’d be starting on the back 9. Later, we were 

told by one of the longtime players of the course that the front 

9 would be easier. We never got to find out. 

We were informed at the turn that we wouldn’t be able to play 

the front and to repeat the back 9. We all agreed that wasn’t 

something we wanted to do and called it a day. Then it was off 

to North Platte (a little over an hour’s drive) for drinks at a dive 

bar named Kelsey’s Place. We opted to stay to watch the Ne-

braska-Creighton volleyball game, and Joe graciously picked up 

four pizzas. 

(It was smart to remain 

there, because a strong 

thunderstorm rolled 

through town. In fact, 

McCook — 69 miles away 

— took a big hit with se-

vere hail damage.) 

The final two rounds of 

play took place Wednes-

day and Thursday at our 

“home” course, Wild 

Horse. It’s more of links 

style play, but golfers can 

encounter trouble on 

many holes. It was cloudy 

with light rain falling for 

much of the day. 

The highlight of the round 

— indeed, of the entire 

trip — was Tom’s hole-in-

one on No. 13. As per the custom of a hole-in-one, Tom sprang 

for drinks back at the clubhouse. 

Dinner that Wednesday night took place at the Hitching Post 

Saloon in nearby Brady. Service was a stark contrast to what 

happened during our first meal. We drew more than a couple of 

stares from the regulars as we enjoyed the food and drink at a 

rather loud volume. 

Our final day of golf was played again under cloudy, but rain-

free, conditions. Following both Wednesday and Thursday 

rounds came putting and chipping contests. After our last meal 

— served at the clubhouse — awards were handed out to wrap 

up a fun, and lightning-fast, four days of golf. 

We all headed home with great memories. Thanks goes to Joe 

and Ginny and Linda Goodman for putting it all together. 



Superintendents Revenge photos 
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Ladies Invite draws a large field 

7 
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Breakfast at Bay Hills 

A family of five deer didn’t mind golfers playing through between the 

tees on holes No. 7 and 8 on a recent September morning. 

Signs of the times 
A sign in a shoe repair store: 

“We will heel you, 

We will save your sole 

We will even dye for you!” 

At an eye clinic: 

“If you don’t see what you’re looking for, 

you’ve come to the right place.” 

On a plumber’s truck: 

“We repair what your husband fixed.” 

In a restaurant window: 

“Don’t stand there and be hungry; come 

on in and get fed up.” 

In the front yard of a funeral home: 

“Drive carefully. We’ll wait.” 

Sign on the back of a septic tank 

truck: 

“Caution — this truck is full of political 

promises.” 
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This month, let’s take a walk down memory 

lane regarding Omaha’s long history of fam-

ily-owned restaurants. Having grown up in 

Papillion, and later living north of the Cross-

roads for 40 years, I recall the many choices 

we had. I’ll contain my list to those we visit-

ed at least a couple of times. I’m sure many 

of our native residents remember them. 

First, there was Ross’ Steakhouse just north 

of 72nd and Pacific Streets. (It’s now a 

Kohl’s store.) Wife Shirley and I first ate 

there while dating during our senior year at Papillion High. 

Before one of the school dances that year, we chose Anthony’s 

at 72nd and F. I remember being seated next to the doors lead-

ing to the kitchen, which was quite noisy. It closed in 2022. 

After moving to our first home in 1977, we visited Mr. C’s 

(closed in 2006), the orig-

inal Caniglia’s in South 

Omaha (closed in 2005), 

the Venice Inn on Pacific 

Street (closed in 2014) 

and Piccolo Pete’s on 

South 20th Street (closed 

in 2015). 

While it’s sad that those 

vintage eateries are long gone, there are a handful of non-chain 

restaurants still operating (although some have scaled back 

their hours). Among them are Johnny’s Café just off Kennedy 

at L Street, Gorat’s on Center Street, the Drover near 72nd and 

Pacific and, my favorite, Cascio’s. 

Many of our residents know the Cascio brand. Brothers Joe 

and Al Cascio opened the steakhouse at its current location on 

10th Street in the 1940s after running the Rinky Dink Bar and 

Grill. Today, the restaurant is operated by Alfie Cascio. He and 

wife Michelle built their home just up the hill from the club-

house. 

Cascio’s was featured last month in the Flatwater Free Press, 

an online publication staffed by many former Omaha World-

Herald writers. Sarah Baker Hanson wrote the piece, which 

included her review of two dining visits. 

Sarah wrote: “Not long ago, there were 10 old-school Italian 

steakhouses in Omaha. Now there’s only one. And no, it won’t 

update its dining room – it’s practically a member of the fami-

ly.” 

Alfie took over the restaurant’s reins as a third-generation 

member of the family and has carried on its legacy. 

“That (restaurant’s) history means a lot to me,” Alfie said. “My 

oldest cook has been with us for 57 years. Our regular custom-

From the Editor 

Alfie keeps Cascio’s going strong 
ers are like family. It’s demanding. I work 70-hour weeks. But I 

love it.” 

The restaurant could have closed in 1978 after a fire destroyed 

the original building. But brothers Joe and Al rebuilt it and 

expanded it to 36,000 square feet. The massive basement ban-

quet hall was remodeled and divided into two private rooms 

with seating for 500 and 140 in the VIP room. 

Alfie said in the article Cascio’s primary food fare centers on 

Italian-American special-

ties. Their top-seller is 

chicken parmesan. Of 

course, steak is also a pop-

ular menu choice. The 

ribeye was a more-recent 

addition, and it has done 

well. Alfie said their meat 

is purchased from Omaha 

Steaks, which helps keeps 

prices relatively low. 

The article’s author gave 

the ribeye a solid review. 

Wrote Sarah: “The ribeye 

at Cascio’s is the steak to 

get. It was the most flavor-

ful of the two we tried and was tender without being too soft. 

We preferred its texture over the filet, though it’s worth noting 

that both were cooked right to the temperature we ordered.” 

On her second visit, she tried the chicken parmesan. 

“I wanted a closer look at the spaghetti sauce,” she wrote, “so I 

ordered a plate of it, topped with an Italian sausage link, and a 

side of the house meatballs, on the appetizer menu. 

“The sausage links come heavily flavored with fennel,  which I 

loved. They feature a snappy casing and a chunky, tender in-

side. Paired with an enormous portion of pasta and heavy la-

dles of sauce, I could only make it through half of the dish.” 

Though Cascio’s business may not be as brisk as in years past, 

Alfie said they picked up some of the lunch crowd that used to 

choose Anthony’s. The basement party rooms are often busy; it 

hosts five annual lunches for Creighton University athletics. 

The men’s basketball lunches draw packed crowds. 

Alfie was asked to address rumors that he’s planning to close or 

sell Cascio’s. That’s not likely to happen, he said, although he 

may eventually scale back on his 70-hour weeks at the restau-

rant. He and Michelle are eyeing a long-planned trip to Carlen-

tini, Italy. 

“I promised (Michelle),” he said, laughing, “so it’s gotta hap-
pen.” 

John  Fey 

Alfie Cascio 



Buc Bay notes 

Plattsmouth High eyes big prize 

The project will create a four-lane expressway connecting 10th 

Street to 42nd Street — now called the South Sarpy Expressway 

(formerly the Platteview Road Expressway). 

Burmeister said the new highway will have no stops along the 

way. 

“It’s definitely going to help all of the Sarpy residents get from 

one side of the county to the other,” she said. 

Sarpy County has grown 20 percent in the last decade, making 

it the fastest-growing county in Nebraska. Burmeister said the 

expansion is about planning for that growth. 

“We’ve got lots of folks trying to get lots of places, and we want 

to be sure that we are being mindful of planning for the future 

— how things are going to move people from one place to the 

other,” she said.  “It will be helpful for people in Sarpy, but we 

also want to be sure that people in other counties have access 

to Sarpy County.” 

Fundraiser set for Matt McDonnell 

Matt McDonnell, who has done sprinkler-system work for 

many of our residents, continues to battle glioblastoma, a dev-

astating and aggressive brain cancer that was diagnosed last 

July. Matt has since undergone two surgeries and is currently 

receiving both radiation and chemotherapy treatments. 

Matt has served as a firefighter on the Omaha Fire Department 

for 17 years. He and his wife, Staci, are active members in their 

Plattsmouth community, supporting their schools, church and 

owning a local small business. 

A spaghetti feed and benefit supporting the McDonnell family 

will be Nov. 23 from noon to 6 p.m. at the Fire Union Hall at 

60th and Grover. 

Plattsmouth High School is in the running to capture the $1 

million grand prize in the Friday Night 5G Lights contest spon-

sored by T-Mobile. Plattsmouth was the only Nebraska high 

school to earn enough votes to advance to 

the top 25 nationally. 

T-Mobile announced the contest for schools 

in towns of 150,000 people or less to help 

upgrade athletic facilities. Plattsmouth en-

tered the week of Sept 25-Oct. 2 in 15th place 

with 1,929 votes. Top vote-getter was Dexter 

(Maine) Regional High School with 5,313 tallies. 

If you’d like to help the Blue Devils’ athletic program, you can 

vote every day until Oct. 24. Simply scan the QR code above or 

go to: www.fridaynight5Glights.com. 

Water pipeline project moves on 

Folks may have noticed last month little to no activity in Buc 

Bay regarding MUD’s water pipeline project. Apparently, there 

is an easement issue with one of our Buc Bay residents, but, 

according to one worker, the project is moving forward — just 

in different locations. 

The easement issue came to light with the legal notice printed 

late September in the Omaha World-Herald. The notice an-

nounced the scheduling of a public hearing before the 

Plattsmouth City Council to be held at 7 p.m. on Oct. 6 at City 

Hall (136 N. 5th Street). 

The notice read the meeting will center on the acquisition of 

easements on two properties, including Lot 55 in Block 26 of 

Buccaneer Bay. As has been stated before in this newsletter, the 

project is meant to bring MUD-supplied water for use by the 

City of Plattsmouth. The original completion date was June 

2027. 

A worker who stopped by to look at the pipes lined by the main 

entrance said crews are still working but have moved closer to 

Plattsmouth for now. 

Platteview Road expansion planned 

Connect Sarpy’s website last month confirmed what many driv-

ers of Platteview Road have heard over the years: Platteview 

Road will be expanding to a four-lane expressway. The big 

question is when work will begin and how long will it take to 

finish? The answer is no start date has been determined. 

The cost estimate is around $100 million, with funding ex-

pected to come from county money and bonds — not through a 

tax levy. 

“It’s been a long time coming from the conceptual idea to the 

actual planning,” Sarpy County Commissioner Angi Burmeister 

told Connect Sarpy. 
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A worker checks on the row of pipes located near the 

main entrance. He said work continues outside 

Buccaneer Bay. 
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You would never have known it by the unseasonably warm weather that rounded out last month, but the 

calendar did turn to fall on Sept. 22. Even before then, one of our residents decked out their home’s front yard 

with the look that means the air conditioners will be turning off and the furnaces turning on. 

Fall arrives in Bucaneer Bay 



Gretna Sanitation collection schedule 
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Yard Waste Recycling 
We are pleased to inform you that Gretna Sanitation has resumed 

separate collection of yard waste for recycling. This comes after a peri-

od in fall 2024 when yard waste and trash were being collected to-

gether due to contamination issues. 

What You Need to Know: 
Yard waste is now being collected separately again for recycling. 

Please ensure your yard waste bins contain only appropriate ma-

terials. For complete guidelines on acceptable yard waste materials, 

please visit: Yard Material Guide 

For additional information about collection services, visit: 

Buccaneer Bay Services 

Please Contact the Board with any questions. 

Earlier this summer, it was announced that the Cass 

County Emergency Management Office offers a free 

emergency alert system for its residents, including Buc-

caneer Bay. Such an alert system would be in lieu of an 

emergency siren system for our SID.  

Residents can register as a guest, but all are highly en-

couraged to create personal accounts. Once you create 

an account, you can change your notification prefer-

ences very easily. 

As you register, you will choose how and what events 

for which you want notifications. Texts, emails and 

calls are all options for receiving alerts on weather. The 

mentioned app by the CC Emergency Management Of-

fice Red alert  system is free to Cass  County residents. 

There are other emergency alert apps that can be down-

loaded that report to a mobile phone in a warned area. 

More than one may be prudent. 

To register, here is the link to click on: 

https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/

BF3532026733 

Water guidelines remain in effect 

Though cooler weather is coming soon, many folks will 

continue to water their lawns deep into fall. For our 

new residents — and those who need a reminder — here 

are the guidelines: 

Monday – no watering 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday – Even num-

bered addresses 

Wednesday, Friday and Sunday – Odd numbered 

addresses 

Please refer to the Water and Sanitary Sever System 

Rules and Regulations to view full details the District’s 

water conservation plan stages. 

SID No. 5 notes 

Emergency alerts 

available to us all 

https://www.gretnasanitation.com/s/Yard-Material-Guide.pdf
https://www.gretnasanitation.com/s/Yard-Material-Guide.pdf
https://www.gretnasanitation.com/s/Yard-Material-Guide.pdf
https://www.gretnasanitation.com/buccaneer-bay
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/contact-the-board/
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/BF3532026733
https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/BF3532026733
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/Water-Sanitary-Sewer-Rules-Regulations-REVISED-2024-0423.pdf
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This month in history 

» Oct. 1, 1908  — Henry Ford’s Model T goes on 

sale for the first time. 

» Oct. 3, 1863  — President Lincoln issues a 

proclamation designating the last Thursday in 

November as Thanksgiving Day. 

» Oct. 4, 1965 — Pope Paul VI becomes the first 

Pope to visit the U.S. 

» Oct. 6, 1927 — The Jazz Singer is the first 

“talkie” to hit the movie screen. 

» Oct. 8, 1871  — The Great Fire of Chicago erupts. 

» Oct. 12, 1822  — Brazil becomes independent of 

Portugal. 

» Oct. 14, 1947 — Air Force Captain Chuck Yeager 

becomes the first man to break the sound barrier. 

» Oct. 16, 1964 — China detonates its first nuclear 

bomb. 

» Oct. 19, 1987  — “Black Monday” hits Wall Street 

as stocks plunge a record 508 points. 
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This month’s quiz: Actress Hilary Swank was born in what Nebraska City? A) Norfolk. B) Lincoln. C) North 

Platte. D) Syracuse. Answer is on Page 20 (above the Edward Jones ad). 
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AERATION 

 

CONTACT JOHN CAMPIN 

402-853-6909 

 

I have aerated in the Buccaneer Bay area for 25 years. I have 27 years experience and aer-

ate over 100 yards here in our neighborhood. This aerator goes above and beyond when it 

comes to aerating your yard. The aerator actually has a hydrostat that drives the tines into 

the ground to make plugs anywhere from 1 to 5 inches. 

Let me know if you are interested. Price is very competitive. 
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Kitchen open Tuesday – Friday 

Dine in or Carry out 

402-298-8191 

Tuesday: Taco Tuesday dinner only, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Wednesday: Cook’s choice, 5 to 8 p.m. 

Thursday: Broasted chicken and country fried steak special, 

with regular menu also available 5 to 8 p.m. 

Friday: Prime rib special, with regular menu also available 5 

to 8 p.m. 

Quiz answer: B. 

They were born this month 
» Bill Gates — born 10/28/1955 

» Snoop Dogg — born 10/20/1971 

» Kate Winslet — born 10/5/1975 

» Katy Perry — born 10/25/1984 

» Pele — born 10/23/1940 

» Hugh Jackman — born 10/12/1968 

» Theodore Roosevelt — born 10/27/1858; died 1/6/1919 

» Julia Roberts — born 10/28/1967 

» Winona Ryder — born 10/29/1971 

» Pablo Picasso — born 10/25/1881; died 4/8/1973 

» Joaquin Phoenix — born 10/28/1974 

» Kim Kardashian — born 10/21/2980 

» Carrie Fisher — born 10/21/1956; died 12/27/2016 

» Matt Damon — born 10/8/1970 

» John Fey — born 10/2/1952 
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Your October dose of funnies 

The wife told the husband to take the 

twins for a haircut and get different 

haircuts so that you can differentiate 

them. Here’s how they came back: 



& Teresa Dilts 
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Robin Kincade 10 Davy Jones Cir. & Davy Jones Dr. — 25 houses 

Lakeside Dr. Townhomes 

VACANT 

Windward Ct., Windward Dr. and Wedgewood Ct. block captains: 

Agnes Lenaugh (531-205-7797), Laurie Deseck (402-672-9866), Maria Schmidt (402-570-6052) 

and Lindsay Varona (402-926-8923). 
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Contact information for SID No. 5 Board 
Board Member Phone Email Committee — Primary 

Kurt Meisinger (Chair) 402-297-4365 kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org Finance  

David Martin (Clerk) 402-578-7147 david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org Utilities 

Frank Gorhau 402-880-2960  frank.gorhau@buccaneerbay-ne.org  

Shawn Epp 402-672-3454  shawn.epp@buccaneerbay-ne.org Grounds/Recreation 

John Bolton 402-676-1854 john.bolton@buccaneerbay-ne.org Roads/Storm water 
Please feel free to contact any board member with your problem using the contact information from above but please give board 

members at least 24 hours to respond. Most of the board members have full time jobs and are subject to business trips, meetings, 

etc. If your concern or problem is of an emergency nature you may try to contact one of the other board members. Effective this 

month, Board meetings will be held at First Baptist Church in Plattsmouth (16220 US-75). 

You can also contact a 

board member via regular 

mail via the SID #5 

address at: 

SID #5 Board of Trustees 

19457 Treasure Island Rd. 

Plattsmouth, NE 68048 

To view the most-recent meeting 

minutes and find out future meeting 

dates, click on this link (it’s under the 

tab at the top that says communica-

tion): 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/ 

Text message alerts: Would you like to receive 

alerts and notifications related to SID infrastructure 

such as a water main break, road closure or hydrant 

flushing via text message? Click this link to find 

out: Alerts and Notifications via Text Message – Buc-

caneer Bay – SID #5 (buccaneerbay-ne.org) 

Cass County Historical Society information and news 
Board Members: Sandra Allgeier, 

Plattsmouth; Judy Attebery, Murray; 

George Eledge, Plattsmouth; Jim El-

worth, Nebraska City; Lanny Glup, 

Plattsmouth; Lisa Grotrian, Platts-

mouth; Del Hervey, Plattsmouth; Julie 

Schmale, Murdock. 

The board usually meets the 

fourth Tuesday of the month. 

Cass County Historical Society 

Foundation: Dave Pankonin, Presi-

dent; Pat Meisinger, Secretary; Leigh 

Jean Koinzan, Treasurer; Mel Luetch-

ens, Board Member; Roger Wehrbein, 

Board Member; Bruce Wiles, Board 

Member. 

2024 Board of Directors 

President 

Roger Wehrbein, Plattsmouth 

Vice President 

Roger Behrns, Louisville 

Secretary 

Pat Meisinger, Plattsmouth 

Treasurer 

Alicia Garbers, Plattsmouth 

Cass County Historical 

Society Museum 

646 Main Street, Plattsmouth, NE 

Winter Hours — November-March: 

Tuesday-Saturday —Noon-4 p.m. 

Summer Hours — April—October: 

Tuesday-Sunday — Noon—4 p.m. 

Closed Sundays and Mondays 

Admission: $2.50 for adults, free for 

museum members and children under 

age 12. 

Website: casscountynemuseum.org 

Mission Statement: The Cass County 

Historical Society shall collect, preserve, 

and study materials to document, inter-

pret and present the history of Cass 

County Nebraska to the public. 

mailto:kurt.meisinger@buccaneerbay-ne.org
mailto:david.martin@buccaneerbay-ne.org
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs
https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/alerts-and-notifications-via-text-message/?fbclid=IwAR2ymX57Vnd3i_nyO4gF3CBMwbZ9BBzIZRypgGPqccsT3YoCLOCpMUH1SBs


SID#5 Covenants – Architectural Control 

The Buccaneer Bay Architectural Control process of reviewing requests for changes on your property is now be-

ing managed by Teresa Dilts and Kayla Graff. They will be working with Mike Jensen, Cass County Zoning Ad-

ministrator. 

There are 8 sets of Covenants for Buccaneer Bay.  It seems like every time a new section of Buccaneer Bay opened up another set of 

covenants was made.  I try to make sure that every resident in Buccaneer Bay gets a copy of the covenants that is for their section of 

the neighborhood.  Some realtors will provide a copy of the covenants to the buyer, but I don’t think all of them do.  Most of the 

covenants have some sort of termination clause.  

All sets of covenants are filed at the Register of Deeds office at the Court House.  Not all of the covenants have the same number of 

years that the covenants are in force. 

HILLS COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND 

RESTRICTIONS”, which covers the following:  These covenants shall run with the land and be binding upon the current and fu-

ture Owners of all Lots in Blocks One (1) through Six (6), inclusive; all Lots in Blocks Fifteen (15) through Twenty (20), inclusive; 

Lots one (1) through Five (5) in Block Seven (7), and; Lot Ten (10) in Block Fourteen (14), all in Buccaneer Bay, a subdivision as 

surveyed, platted and recorded in Cass County, Nebraska, until the year 2029, together with any Lots created by a replat of these 

Lots, and shall be continued for successive periods of twenty-five (25) years unless sooner modified or terminated in writing by 

seventy-five percent (75%) or more of the then record owners of the Properties, with one vote per Lot. 

BAY LAKE COVENANTS in the second section titled: “AMENDED DECLARATION OF COVENANTS, CONDITIONS 

AND RESTRICTIONS”, which covers the following Blocks:  Block 21, 22, 23, 24, and 26 until the year 2000, at which time the 

covenants shall be extended for successive terms of 25 years, which should make them good until 2025. 

Block 31 in Buccaneer Bay incudes Windward Dr. and all side streets in this section, approved in September 2008 for term of 

25 years, which would then expire in 2033. 

Blk 28 Lots 8A/B, Lots 9A/B, and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr.  These first 2 townhomes and one house are under the original cove-

nants for Lakeside Dr. approved May 18, 2005 for a term of 25 years, which should terminate in 2030. 

Blk 28, Lots 1A – 24B, minus Lots 8A/B, 9A/B and Lot 10 on Lakeside Dr. as described in the Covenants from Lone Tree 

Holdings. Approved May 18, 2017 for a term of 30 years, which would terminate in 2047. 

Bucc Bay 1st Edition – Lots 1R – 39R – Davy Jones Dr. and Davy Jones Cir. Filed February 14, 1996 for a term of 25 years. 

These Covenants have expired. 

Blk 29 Lots 1-26 Fairway Cir., Blk 30 Lots 1-6 – Fairway Dr. – Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

and for a term of twenty-five years.  Filed May 18th, 2005, which would expire in 2030. 

Blk 27 Lots 1A – 20B, and Lots 21 – 62 – Sailboat Lake – The Covenants and restrictions shall run with and bind the land 

for a term of 25 years.  Filed December 23, 1996, the Covenants have been renewed.   

Residents under the covenants that will be expiring can be renewed by having residents who want to have the 

covenants continue review and update them.  Each set of covenants has a specification of how many signatures 

are required to approve the revised covenants.  It has been done, but it takes a lot of work. Once the covenants 

are out of date, that section of residents will no longer have to follow any restrictions for their section. 

Note: The process below may be modified as the Newsletter and Welcome Packages are being updated.    

Each time a new resident moves in they receive a welcome letter that has a link to the covenants for their location.  The infor-

mation on new residents come in an email from Peoples Service.  Jill Bobenhouse-Teaser is responsible for the welcome letter and 

supplying it to the appropriate block captain so the new resident can fill out a data sheet to be sent to one of the members. The 

changes will require the new information to be added to the Buccaneer Bay phone directory, if the new resident approves, and 

update the block captains list as residents move in and out.   
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Kurt Meisinger      — 402-297-4365 

Frank Gorhau        — 402-880-2960 

John Bolton           —  402-676-1854 

Sean Epp                —  402-672-3454 

David Martin         —  402-578-7147 
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Teresa Dilts is the ACC leader. The 

general number for ACC submissions 

is 402-680-1631 (Teresa’s cell). 

 

Architectural Control for Blk 27 
Sailboat Lake 

Monthly Water Billing Rates 

Sewer $17.00 + tax monthly flat fee 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Debt 

Reduction — $16.00 a month 

Water base fee up to 5,000 gallons — $17.00 

Additional fees beyond 5,000: 

 5,001 — 10,000: $3.80 

 10,001 — 20,000: $4.65 

 Over 20,001 — $5.30 

OPPD Electric          — 877-536-4131 

             Outages         — 800-554-6773 

Gretna Sanitation — 402-332-4701 

 

 

Local News 



COMMENTS 
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 The county does not have an Animal Control unit. In 2008 the 

Nebraska State Legislature passed a new law that the county is 

responsible for capturing dangerous animals. Cass County has 

not created an Animal Control Officer, so it is up to the Sheriff’s 

department. The Sheriff will come out on dangerous animal calls. 

If someone has been bitten they will try to trap the animal. 


