
W 
ayne and Pam Petersen have perhaps the best view 

of the golf course from the deck of their home on 

the Boulevard overlooking the fifth green. The 

course has a special place in their hearts, because itôs where 

they met for the first time on a true blind date. And it marked 

the start of a journey that 

led to their marriage 13 

years ago. 

So how did a couple who 

led separate lives so many 

years ago meet, wed and 

end up in Buccaneer Bay? 

Letôs start with Pam, who 

was born in Omaha but 

grew up in Council Bluffs. 

She graduated from 

Thomas Jefferson High 

School and, just a month 

later, began a 40-year 

career with Union Pacific. 

She retired barely a year 

into her marriage to 

Wayne. 

Pam clearly remembers 

her early Union Pacific 

years. 

ñWhen I was hired in 

1972, it was a manôs world,ò she said. ñI was this young female, 

and there were two other women working in the yard office. 

ñI had more uncles and grandpas looking out for me.ò 

She admits that she might not have gotten the U.P. job without 

some help. 

ñMy grandpa drank beer with the terminal superintendent,ò 

Pam said. ñHe told him, óMy granddaughter is graduating from 

high school. Is there anything for her?ô He said, óCan she type?ô 

My grandpa said I could, and he said, óSend her over.ô ò 

Wayne grew up in Schuyler, about 70 miles west of Omaha. 

ñI was born in Fremont,ò Wayne said. ñMy dad bought a farm 

near Schuyler in 1959. Schuyler is what I consider my home.ò See Petersens, Page 2 
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Growing up on a farm wasnôt easy for Wayne. Among the ani-

mals they nurtured was a flock of 10,000 chickens. 

ñWe had row crops, we raised hogs, we raised cattle,ò he said. 

ñWhen I was in high school, we got out of the hogs and the cat-

tle and built a chicken laying house. Dad fed them, but we had 

to gather the eggs. I re-

member gathering 8,000 

eggs in one day.ò 

Before attending Schuyler 

High, Wayne attended a 

one-room school until 

eighth grade. 

One of his classmates 

from Schuyler Highôs 

Class of 1968 was Chuck 

Jura, who along with 

Gene Harmon (Class of 

1970), played on the Class 

B state championship 

basketball team. The 

team was nicknamed ñthe 

Jolly Green Giantsò for 

their heighth and green 

jersey color. 

(Jura went on to play for 

Nebraska and was drafted 

by the Chicago Bulls in the 

third round, and Harmon starred at Creighton from 1971-74. 

Harmon died in 2015 at age 63.) 

ñThere are 12 of us (from Schuyler High) who get together the 

fourth Saturday of June for a golf outing,ò Wayne said. ñChuck 

is one of them. This past June was our 40th year. Itôs called 

GANT, Golf Across Nebraska Tournament.ò 

Wayne played Legion Baseball, and many of his former team-

mates are in that group of 12 golfers. Wayne wasnôt able to 

make this yearôs reunion golf outing ð but he had a good rea-

son. He was officiating the wedding of the daughter of Pamôs 

cousin. (Wayne became an online ordained minister.) 

 Pam and Wayne Petersen enjoy spending evenings on their deck 

 overlooking the golf courseôs fifth green. 

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
Golf is the tie that binds couple  
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Petersens: The couple first met on a blind date at Bay Hills  

Continued from Page 1 

ñHe was nervous,ò Pam said, ñbut it went well.ò 

Backing up a bit, Wayne attended Southeast Community Col-

lege in Milford (just west of Lincoln) in 1969 and graduated in 

July 1970 with an associate degree in architectural drafting. 

He worked as a salesman for three Minnesota housing compa-

nies from 1976 until he retired in 2021 ð working remotely at 

first from Schuyler. 

After his 2004 divorce, Wayne moved to Lincoln. 

During her first marriage, Pam lived in Council Bluffs within 

walking distance of her parents, grandparents and other family 

members. Pam and her husband got transferred to Portland, 

Ore., in 1979. The next year, Mount St. Helens erupted. 

After her first marriage ended 15 years later, Pam eventually 

began golfing in the Bay Hills Wednesday womenôs league. One 

of Pamôs golf friends asked if sheôd be interested in meeting a 

ñniceò guy. 

Recalls Pam: ñI asked her, óAre there any left?ô Iôd been di-

vorced since 1990, and this was 2006.ò 

The weeks passed before Pam and Wayne would be introduced 

for the first time ð at the Bay Hills Golf Club ð on Aug. 3, 

2006. 

ñWe met as a blind date playing golf,ò Wayne recalls. ñIt took 

place in the parking lot. She had me at óhello.ô ò 

Said Pam: ñWe rode together in the same cart. We played 18 

holes, and No. 7 became our special hole. We were playing a 

scramble, and he hit his ball on No. 7 over the green. It was my 

turn to hit, and I chipped it in for a birdie.ò 

The couple went out to eat, but Wayne neglected to get Pamôs 

phone number at the end of the date. 

ñI had been married for 27 years,ò Wayne explained. ñHow do 

you go about dating somebody after you were married so 

long?ò 

Wayne eventually got her number, and he asked her to a Husk-

er football game. Their second date went well. 

Three days later, during a routine physical exam, Wayneôs doc-

tor found a problem with his heart. 

ñI had four stints put in my heart,ò Wayne said. ñShe had noth-

ing to do with it. It came out of the blue.ò 

They continued dating for almost five years, which left Wayne 

wondering where the relationship was headed. That all 

changed on a trip they took to Arizona in April 2011. 

ñHe decided he was going to propose to me,ò Pam said. ñI had 

no clue.ò 

Wayne presented Pam with a dozen roses, which came with a 

card that read: ñWill you marry me?ò 

Wayne had received the OK from all of their children, but he 

The Petersens enjoy getting away from Nebraska 

winters by spending a month in Florida. 

See Petersens, Page 3 

Pam and 

Wayne 

Petersen 

love 

playing golf 

together, 

which 

makes 

sense since 

they live on 

the course. 



Advertising is welcome  
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If youôd like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card ð $2.00 

ı-page size ð $4.00 

İ-page size ð $5.00 

Full page ð $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter  
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comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 
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admitted being a bit worried about whether Pam would accept 

the proposal. 

Said Pam: ñYou could tell by the look on my face that I was 

shocked.ò 

The wedding took place Sept. 16, 2011, and the reception was 

held, most appropriately, at the Bay Hills clubhouse. A large 

tent was placed on the east side of the clubhouse, and all their 

children and grandchildren were there. 

At the time, the couple lived in Council Bluffs but just a year 

later contemplated a move. The question was: to where? 

One day, Wayne was playing golf with Mike Buchman, who 

Petersens: Their wedding reception was at the clubhouse  

Continued from Page 2 tipped Wayne off that his next-door neighbor was about to 

place his home on the market. They arrived in May 2013. 

ñI hadnôt considered moving there,ò Pam said. ñI wanted it to 

be special, a neat place to go. I was afraid it wouldnôt be special. 

When I saw this place, I said, óYes, yes, yes.ô  We struck the deal 

at their kitchen table with a hug, not a handshake.ò 

Today, the Petersen family has grown to 10 grandchildren and, 

at the end of last month, they became great-grandparents. They 

have plenty of room for family gatherings. 

Over the past 11 years, Pam and Wayne have made many last-

ing friendships and couldnôt be happier in Buccaneer Bay. 

ñI think we probably have one of the best views (looking east),ò 

Pam said. ñWe love it here.ò 

The Petersen family grew by one with the birth of their first great-grandchild late last month.  
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Editorôs note: Ballots for the S.I.D. Board election should have been received by 

now. Here are the voting instructions in case you havenôt submitted your ballot. 



Buc Bay residents make TV news 
Two of our Buccaneer Bay residents were featured on back-to-

back KMTV newscasts last month. Tony ñWojoò Wojtalewicz 

was recognized as a member of the Council Bluffs Fire Depart-

ment, which was honored in Washington, D.C., last month for 

its commitment to veterans. Christina Elder capped a busy 

summer on the track at 

the USTAF World Cham-

pionships in Sweden. 

Tony, who lives on Sail-

boat Lake, nominated his 

fire department for the 

ñSecretary of Defense Em-

ployer Support Freedom 

Awardò and, out of more 

than 1,700 nominees, 

CBFD was one of 15 select-

ed. 

ñThis isn't about me,ò To-

ny told Channel 3. ñI was 

just the guy to facilitate 

the process really.ò 

A firefighter/paramedic 

and also a first sergeant in 

the U.S. Army Reserves, 

Tony said it starts with the 

chief and his willingness 

to support and hire 

guardsmen and reservists 

knowing their military 

duties may take them away from the fire department. 

ñI can teach pretty much anyone to fight fire,ò said Fire Chief 

Justin James. ñItôs hard to teach service, sacrifice and then life 

experience." 

Tony, who serves as an assistant fire chief, was at the Pentagon 

Aug. 22 to receive the award on behalf of the department. 

Christinaôs August trip took her to Gothenburg, Sweden, for the 

USATF World Masters Athletics. She competed in the 35 age 

groupôs 400 meters, 800, 4x100 relay and 4x400 relay. 

She placed eighth in both the 400 (59.61 seconds) and 800 

(2:19:54) finals. After Christinaôs Team USA took bronze in the 

4x100 (49.36), she ran the second leg on Team USAôs gold-

medal 4x400 relay team that finished in 3:51.54. 

ñSo grateful for Team USA, the opportunity to be selected on a 

relay and the experience as a whole,ò Christina wrote on her 

Facebook page. ñAfter I put my mark down I looked around the 

stadium and literally thought to myself, óThis is so cool.ô ò 

She called it an ñexperience like no other. Alongside my sisters 

to the USA Team managers and my teammates, thank you for 

trusting me to do my job ð even though Iôm a long sprinter/

mid-distance.ò 
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Tony ñWojoò Wojtalewicz, who lives on Sailboat Lake, 

is a member of the Council Bluffs Fire Department. 

Christina Elder took home 

gold and bronze medals from 

last monthôs USATF World 

Masters in Sweden. 

Pet of the month: Razor  
Meet Razor, the newest resident on Buc Bayôs Lakeside Drive. She lives 

with Pete and Jackie Hornig. Hereôs what Jackie had to share about Razor: 

ñRazor is a beagle mix we literally ópicked upô five years ago while putting 

gas in the boat at a marina in Arkansas. Most people get beer or sunscreen. 

We left with a dog. 

ñTechnically, her name is Razorback, but she goes by Razor. She tries to act 

ferocious guarding her yard, but she is just nervous. And she hasnôt settled 

in yet. She is totally harmless.ò 
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Hard as it is to believe, fall college and high school sports have 

kicked off, meaning summer is winding down. That doesnôt 

mean you need to dig out the sweaters, because our toasty days 

likely will stick around. 

Football season continues to be big for many of our Buc Bay 

residents who root for the Big Red, despite the struggles of that 

once-proud program in Lincoln that hasnôt had a winning sea-

son since 2016 (seems longer than that). As is the case each 

time this year, Husker fans predict great success for their team, 

only to be stunned by close and not-so-close losses in recent 

years. 

 It reminds me of the ñPeanutsò cartoon where Lucy promises 

Charlie Brown she wonôt pull the football 

away before he attempts to kick it ð and 

then does it again. 

Iôm not near the diehard fan I was growing 

up. When we moved to Nebraska (Papillion) 

in 1963, I didnôt know there was a football 

team in Lincoln. But after watching my first 

game in person, I was hooked. Of course, it 

didnôt hurt that my folks were as well. 

Iôll always remember my mom getting stressed out over close 

games. She wanted every win to be a blowout. They started 

attending NU bowl games in 1969, when the Huskers played in 

the Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas. I remember that not just for 

the fact they won (45-6 over Georgia) or that it was the first of 

35 consecutive NU bowl appearances. Hereôs what happened: 

I was into my senior year at Papillion High School, and my dad 

asked if Iôd be willing to pick them up at the airport. Their 

flight wasnôt to land until late at night, and I fell asleep by the 

phone while waiting for their arrival. 

When the call finally came, my dad told me a snowstorm had 

forced the flight to be diverted to Kansas City, and they were 

going to take a train to downtown Omaha. I donôt recall how 

they eventually got home, but I remember not having to pick 

them up. 

Little did I know at the time that 19 years later I would be 

working for the Omaha World-Herald and get the chance to 

cover a Husker football game. (The story of the 1995 NU-

Michigan State game is in my autobiography, which you can 

order from me.) 

Iôll always remember during our paperôs massive reporting of 

Husker football (just as it continues today) the many phone 

calls about it. For each fan who stated, ñYou donôt cover the 

Huskers well enough,ò we got 10 calls complaining we devoted 

far too much space on them. ñI donôt give a hoot about Nebras-

ka football,ò many would yell into their phones. ñIôm from 

(wherever).ò 

From the Editor, John Fey 

New season, renewed optimism  
Fast-forward to our seven-plus years here, and my passion for 

Nebraska football has subsided quite a bit ð especially with the 

arrival of NIL (Name, Image, Likeness) and the transfer portal. 

Now the news is that schools must pay their athletes? 

Still, I must confess that I look forward to Husker game days, 

but over the past few years itôs not been a matter if NU will lose 

but by how much. 

With the season-opening win over Texas-El Paso, maybe this 

will be the year things turn around. Husker fans can only hope. 

* * * 

We learned last month that more work on Hwy 75 began 

(again). Since moving here in 2017, has there been a complete 

year where there were no cones on that highway? Yes, itôs 

something that has to be done, but why canôt they get things 

right the first time? 

Take the bridges, for exam-

ple ð specifically, the one 

that takes drivers over 

Capehart Road. Months ago, 

the sign warned of a ñbump.ò 

Well, the first time I hit the 

ñbump,ò it was more like a 

ski ramp. My car nearly went 

airborne. 

Then, at the end of last 

month, it was ñfixed.ò I, and 

others, beg to differ. 

Perhaps you noticed a Face-

book post last month by a 

driver who lamented the 

washboard feel of the north-

bound left lane between the 

Capehart and Hwy. 370 

ramps. 

It appears that itôs something weôll just have to get used to, but 

Iôd like to see these ñfixesò get done in my lifetime. 

* * * 

It was cool that the Defenders of Freedom Air and Space Show 

returned after a six-year hiatus. Itôs too bad the wicked heat 

spell hit that weekend. 

I remember attending the show when our oldest son was 

around 5 years old. Somewhere in my albums thereôs a photo of 

him in the cockpit of a fighter jet. 

Of course, that was long before 9/11, and threats were virtually 

non-existent. Sadly, those days are long gone, and attending 

this yearôs show likely would be a bigger hassle than in the past. 

So I decided to just listen to the jets fly over Buc Bay. 
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SID briefs 

Yard waste participation is lacking  
On the Buc Bay Facebook site last month, SID Board member 

Dave Martin wrote: 

ñWe regret to inform you that Gretna Sanitation is currently 

unable to recycle yard waste from our district. Despite their 

efforts, the high volume of regular trash mixed with yard waste 

has necessitated sending the material to the landfill. 

ñCurrently, 198 residents have yard waste bins, but only a small 

number are regularly using them. For Gretna Sanitation to 

continue yard waste recycling, the service must be economical-

ly viable. 

ñTo improve the situation, Gretna will be monitoring yard 

waste bin usage over the next few months. If usage increases 

and the yard waste is consistently clean, they will resume recy-

cling. However, if the contamination issue persists, we may 

need to consider discontinuing the service or possibly adjusting 

the pickup frequency to every other week. 

ñWe appreciate your cooperation in keeping yard waste sepa-

rate from regular trash and will keep you updated on any fur-

ther changes.ò 

Utility rate changed last month 

The SID also informed residents of changes to the SID 5 Utili-

ties Fee Ordinance, which went into affect on all utility bills in 

July 2024. The changes were to be reflected on August 

bills. 

Effective July 1, 2024: 

Wastewater treatment plant debt service fee: This fee 

will increase from $16 to $21 per month. This adjustment is 

necessary to cover the cost of the state bond used to expand the 

capacity of our wastewater treatment plant, improve system 

monitoring and replace the Sterling Court lift station. 

By law, the cost of the state bond must be shared equally by all 

customers of the system. This project was started pre-

pandemic and original cost estimates of the project would not 

have required an increased the debt service fee. Unfortunately, 

the cost of the project sky rocketed post pandemic forcing an 

increase in the fee. 

Trash fee: A new fee of $22.95 per month will be assessed for 

each active water account with a habitable residence. 

Dave added: ñPlease note that there will be no changes to the 

current water or sewer usage rates. The maintenance costs on 

the system have started leveling off and we are not planning on 

any usage rate increases anytime soon. 

ñPlease contact the Board with any questions.ò 

Renovation of Buc Bay Water tower 

The Buccaneer Bay water towerôs interior renovation and exte-

rior painting began late last month. During the renovation, 

residents are asked to limit water usage as much as possible 

because the tower will be drained for several weeks. Residents 

should read the projectôs details as it affects water usage during 

the early hours of the day. Click on this link: 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/maintenance-notice/.  

Speaking of water, the SID still recommends adherence to the 

Buc Bay outdoor water policy. It states: 

ƀ Even numbered addresses may water lawns and landscaping 

only on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. 

ƀ Odd numbered addresses may water lawns and landscaping 

only on Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday. 

ƀ Watering lawns or landscaping is not allowed on Monday. 

ƀ If the property owner waters the lawn and landscaping only 

with a rain water reclamation system or the ownerôs private 

sand point well, and does not use the Districtôs water system, 

the owner is exempt from these rules and regulations. 

Is the coast clear?  

Buc Bay resident Roger Kellison snapped this photo of 

a buck passing through the golf course last month. 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/maintenance-notice/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1dL5zCW9ae--GEw2lx9Z0Ufjip0PIF2tqi-w0kHZxfjVYE9naQvghnC-g_aem_8X2-EewDIXO74cfkQfcF5g


YARD AERATION 
CONTACT JOHN CAMPIN 

402-853-6909 

 
I have lived in Buccaneer Bay for 12 years. I have 25 years experience and aerate over 60 
yards here in our neighborhood. I recently purchased a new aerator that goes above and 
beyond when it comes to aerating your yard. The aerator actually has a hydrostat that 

drives the tines into the ground to make plugs anywhere from 1 to 5 inches. 

 
Let me know if you are interested. Price is very competitive. 
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Biking flamingos try out trail extension  
Flamingo attire is the norm for a group of cyclists who gather for weekly 

rides in the area. One of the members is Sailboat Lake resident Vicki 

Mason. Someone on the Buc Bay Facebook site wondered about them, 

and Vicki was glad to explain. 

ñYes that was my group of crazy friends I ride with weekly,ò Vicki wrote. 

ñOnce a year I have a party here at the lake with them. In flamingo at-

tire. 

ñWe went for a ride over the new Plattsmouth (Platte River) bridge. 

(personally Iôm very happy about.) Then we checked out the hippy fest 

on the other side of it at Falconwood RV park. Then we checked out the 

restaurant hooked to the VFW. It was fantastic. Service was really good 

as we brought in 43 people for them to serve. 

ñWe stopped by the DC Watering Hole for what we call a pop in then 

headed back to my place. Thank you for the patience with all the extra 

cars in the neighborhood. I hope we didn't bother anyone too much, but 

we sure had fun. Fun fact: Did you know a group of flamingos is called a 

flamboyance?ò 

A group of cycling enthusiasts stops on the new 

trail extension over the Platte River before 

heading south on a recent ride. 
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Bay Hills sinks Lake Ridge again  

Domination is the word described after our Bay Hills Ryder Cup team 

captured another trophy over Lake Ridge. The teams tied after 

Saturdayôs competition at Beaver Lakeôs course. But Bay Hills put the 

hammer down the following day on its home course and won handily 27

-18. In the above photo are (from left): front row, Lynn Gorman, Holly 

Anderson, Jamie Graves, Steph Rastetter, Cindy Benson, Lindsay 

Varona. Back row, Sandy Bogner, Patty Krueger, Traci Strazdas, 

Patti Hiemer, Michele Patterson, Carol Kellison, Joni Meisinger, 

Traci Boyer, Colleen Blankenship, Peggy Wyffels, Laurie Deseck, 

Dee Deterding, Chris Greaney. 

In the right photo, teammates Traci Boyer (far left) and Michele 

Patterson (far right) ham it up on the 10th tee box. By that point, 

Bay Hills had already wrapped up the title. 

John Feyõs book available 
Your favorite newsletter editorôs 

autobiography has arrived and is 

ready for sale ($15). Itôs the story of 

the years leading to a 20-year ca-

reer at the Omaha World-Herald. If 

youôd like a copy (autographed, of 

course), message me on Facebook 

or email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 

(Additional copies can be ordered if 

needed.) 

Did you hear about 

the invisible man 

who went to the 

doctor? Heôs still 

waiting to be seen. 
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Here are your September funnies  

This months quiz: Nebraskaôs state nickname was changed from the ñTree Planterôs Stateò to the ñCornhusker 

Stateò in what year? A) 1952. B) 1939. C) 1945. D) 1960. Answer on Page 15. 

The problem 

with 

kleptomaniacs 

is that they 

always take 

things literally.  

My wife just 

found out I 

replaced our 

bed with a 

trampoline. She 

hit the ceiling!  
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Gretna Sanitation recycling tips  

Golf course crew tackles various summer issues  

Itôs been a challenging 

summer for Bay Hills Golf 

Club superintendent Steve 

Bognar and his workers. An 

extraordinary amount of 

rain in May and part of June 

came while parts of the 

irrigation system needed 

constant repair. In the right 

photo, Steve (far right) 

oversees work on the No. 5 

fairway. The course had 

minor damage from the July 

30 storm that clobbered 

most of Omaha.  


