
M 
att and Darcy Klaus wanted to become more in-

volved in the Plattsmouth community after moving 

into their new home on Sailboat Lake. The timing of 

construction on the Lakeside Circle lot wasnôt the best: It start-

ed just ahead of the 2019 flood. Fortunately, the foundation 

was high enough to be safe from the rising lake. Eventually ð 

with Matt doing most of the inside work ð the home was ready 

for the coupleôs move from Bellevue. 

With their daughter, Hayden, off to Doane University in Crete, 

Darcy expanded her time away from her job with Worldpay (a 

payment processing company) and last year took the plunge to 

open a store in downtown Plattsmouth. Called the Relic Refin-

ery, itôs a venue where vendors can display and sell their wares. 

(More on that later.) 

So how did the couple meet? Like many who live here, it was a 

matter of fate that brought them together. Matt lived in various 

places as his dadôs job in the railroad industry caused many 

moves. Darcy, on the other hand, grew up near 55th and Leav-

enworth Streets in Omaha. 

The final move for Mattôs family was to Ralston, which is where 

Mattôs younger brothers grew up. Darcy became friends with 

one of Mattôs brothers, and he eventually introduced her to 

Matt. The relationship took off right away. 

ñOur first date was November 8th (1997), and he asked me to 

marry him the following February,ò Darcy said. ñWe got mar-

ried August 31st.ò 

The newlywedsô first home was in the Fontenelle Forest area, 

close to the golf course that existed then. They lived there for 

23 years. 

ñWe were very vested in the community,ò Darcy said. ñHayden 

went to all the Bellevue schools. She graduated high school 

(Bellevue West) with something like 40 kids that she had gone 

from elementary all the way through high school. Thatôs 

unique, because Bellevue is such an Air Force town. Hayden is 

still really good friends with a lot of them.ò 

In 2019, Darcy and Matt decided it was time to relocate with-

out a specific place immediately in mind. 

ñWe were down here looking at Linder Lakes, and we got side-

tracked,ò Darcy said. ñI told Matt, óLetôs go look at the golf 

course.ô And we saw there are lakes here. It was a Tuesday 

night, and we saw this lot was for sale. There were only two on See Relic Refinery, Page 2 
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the lake for sale at the time. We bought it that night.ò 

The flood caused some anxious moments for the couple. 

ñThankfully,ò Darcy said, ñthey only had the foundation poured 

and some basic framing. The neighbors kept a good eye on 

things and gave us updates, because we couldnôt get down here 

during the flood.ò 

With Hayden finishing her junior year at Doane, where sheôs a 

member of the golf team, sheôs close enough to come home on 

Relic Refinery open for vendors  

Darcy and Matt Klaus opened the Relic Refinery in 

July of last year. The store, which is open once a 

month (for now), allows vendors to offer their wares. 
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Relic Refinery: Business idea came with daughterõs help 

Continued from Page 1 

occasional weekends. During the summer, she en-

joys playing Bay Hills. 

ñI told her, óIf you can play this course well, you can 

play any course,ô ò Matt said. 

Darcy remembers Hayden, at age 13, asking permis-

sion to find her first job. Her mother said no for two 

specific reasons. 

Said Darcy: ñI told her, óFirst of all, nobody is going 

to hire you,ô and second of all, I wasnôt going to 

drive her to and from a job.ò 

But Darcy didnôt want to discourage her completely 

from coming up with a way to make money. 

ñWe started making therapeutic hot cold packs,ò 

she said. ñWe started a business called Ice Cream 

and Olive Juice.ò 

The name is a combination of two things: Haydenôs 

love for ice cream, and the saying ñolive juiceò that 

Darcy would yell during Haydenôs show choir per-

formances. (ñIt sounds like, óI love you.ô ò said Dar-

cy.) The product sold well enough for Hayden to 

purchase her first car and collect spending money. 

ñIt gave her cash 

flow,ò Darcy said. 

ñWe always made 

her do the business 

part herself, not just 

the sewing and the 

loading and unload-

ing of the wares. 

She did all the 

books. It was such a 

great experience, 

and we got to do it 

together.ò 

Darcy then came up 

with an idea to find 

a venue where the 

hot/cold packs 

could be sold. 

ñAnd I love dab-

bling in restoring 

furniture,ò she said. ñI restore things. Thatôs my individual pas-

sion. Thatôs where the name Relic Refinery came from. Matt 

wanted his garage back, because I always did my projects 

there.ò 

Choosing the downtown Plattsmouth location was a no-

brainer, Darcy said. 

ñI love downtown,ò she said. ñThe history of it is rich and amaz-

ing. The building is one of the few that goes all the way back to 

the alley. It gave me a spot to do all my refurnishing and my 

crafts and projects. 

ñOn the flip side is that downtown Plattsmouth needs more 

shopping, more retail. It needs more places for people to just 

stroll and hang out and have fellowship in general.ò 

The Relic Refinery has room for 24 vendors, and Darcy gener-

ally has no problem filling those spots. 

ñIt gives them their own storefront,ò she said. ñThereôs always a 

variety (of products).ò 

The dates for sales events coincide with those set by the Cass 

County Historical Society ð of which Darcy is a member  ð 

such as Valentineôs Day or the Plattsmouth historic home tour. 

ñThat way, when people are coming down for those events or 

activities it gives our vendors the maximum exposure to sell 

their products,ò Darcy said. ñIt helps give back to historic 

Plattsmouth and gives their events more meat. Now weôre fea-

turing the boutiques in my shop. It really drives traffic.ò 

For now, the Relic Refinery operates ñabout once a monthò but 

the goal is to open more frequently. 

 The Relic Refinery normally allows 24 vendors space to display 

 their products. ñThereôs always a variety,ò Darcy said. 

See Relic Refinery, Page 3 

Matt and Darcy dressed up for 2022 

Halloween as ñYellowstoneò char-

acters Rip and Beth.  



Advertising is welcome  
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If youôd like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card ð $2.00 

ı-page size ð $4.00 

İ-page size ð $5.00 

Full page ð $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter  

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bayôs Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher éééééééééééééé.éééé..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ééé...éééé.ééééé Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor éééééééééééééééé.éé.éé  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers é...éééé.é...é... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 
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Darcy keeps folks updated on goings on through her Facebook 

page as well as the Relicôs. She partners with other downtown 

businesses for the latest happenings. 

ñIt really helps my customers becoming their customers and 

their customers becoming my customers,ò she said. 

She also wants to team with the farmerôs market this summer 

with the hope of driving those visitors to her downtown opera-

tion. 

July will mark the first year of the Relicôs existence. Darcy is 

optimistic that her new venture will continue to grow. 

ñI think part of our success is that we have premium parking,ò 

she said, ñbecause weôre really the only ones there. The public 

parking lot is directly behind us, and in the summer we can 

open our back door.ò 

Another plus comes with Friday nights on the plaza moving to 

Saturdays this year. 

ñThat will be great for us,ò Darcy said. ñWeôll be open a little 

later than we normally do so we can cater to those visitors. 

Weôll be open during Cruisinô Main Street, too.ò 

Darcy and Matt are glad they made the move here, and they 

Relic Refinery: Premium parking a plus for new venture  

Continued from Page 2 

echo many of the feelings others have after arriving. 

ñTo me itôs just the community,ò Darcy said. ñI think itôs the 

quaintness. We didnôt realize the richness of it. Itôs more of a 

family culture.ò 

Relic Refinery dates to remember 
April 26-27 ð Relic/Rummage/Resale SALE (2 days) - 

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

May 4 ð Historic Home Tour  - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

June 8 ð Poker Run 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. (evening Live on the 

Plaza) 

July 20 ð Christmas in July - 12 p.m.-6 p.m. 

(evening Live on the Plaza) 

Sept. 28 ð Itôs Fall Yaôll - 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. (evening Live 

on the Plaza) 

Nov 30 ð Small Business Saturday - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Dec 7 ð Victorian Christmas on Main - 12 p.m.- 6 p.m.  

To be announced ð Cruizinô Main and Labor Day spe-

cial events 

Cleaning Bay Road 

Members of the Happy 

Paws Rescue fanned out 

four miles of Webster/Bay 

Road last month picking 

up an entire truckload of 

litter. For their efforts, 

they raised $300 for the 

rescue.  

The Buc Bay cleanup date 

is May 5, starting at 1 p.m. 

(Rain date is May 18.) 

More details next month. 
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March is one of my favorite months, 

perhaps for you as well. Why? For one, 

weôd like to think winter is over, espe-

cially with that February tease Mother 

Nature gave us. Itôs (hopefully) a 

chance to really shift our golf games 

into high gear. 

Another reason to like March ð at least 

for us baseball fans ð is to catch Major 

League Baseball spring training games 

in either Arizona or Florida. As a Min-

nesota Twins fan, that means traveling 

to Fort Myers, Fla., where my favorite 

team trains. 

For a second straight year, I joined 

Buddy Hunter, the 

former Boston Red 

Sox player from the 

1970s and early ô80s. 

Buddy, who lives in 

Copper Dollar Cove, 

brought son Andy 

along, and we looked 

forward to taking in 

a couple of games 

played the last full week of spring 

training in much warmer weather. 

First came a three-day stay up north at 

The Villages, a fast-growing communi-

ty northwest of Orlando. It was my 

third visit there, and each time Iôve 

seen the ongoing development around 

the area. (The population for 2020 was 

just over 81,000 but I heard itôs ex-

ceeded 100,000 today.) 

Andy and I played a par-3 golf course 

there, and it made me appreciate Bay 

Hills so much more. Iôll just say it was 

poor to say the least, but it was good to 

work on my short game. 

I have a younger brother living in Cape 

Coral, just west of Fort Myers. We 

spent our remaining three days at his 

place and took in the Twins-Red Sox 

game on Saturday night and Orioles-

Twins contest the next afternoon. 

Buddy used his MLB alum status to 

secure us excellent seats for both 

games, and the weather was ideal. We 

did leave a couple innings early to get a 

jump on traffic, which in Fort Myers is 

a bear to say the least. 

Our American Airlines flights both 

ways transferred us out of Charlotte, 

and all were about completely full. The 

last leg from Charlotte to Omaha was a 

white-knuckler with nasty weather 

stretching most of the way. I donôt re-

call experiencing that kind of turbu-

lence ð especially one lasting pretty 

much the entire two-hour-plus flight. 

I donôt know who was more relieved 

when we touched down, the passengers 

or the flight crew. I thanked one of the 

flight attendants for the roller-coaster 

ride. For a moment, I was worried 

about needing the barf bag. 

The first full day back (the last Tuesday 

of March) was a shock to the system 

with the wind chill in the teens. It cer-

tainly wasnôt ideal golf weather. 

But as weôve seen the past couple of 

months, April likely will feature more 

yo-yo weather fluctuations. Iôll be keep-

ing my long pants and jackets handy. 

* * * 

Hereôs one last trip tidbit: Buddy and I 

joined the 20th Century by going pa-

perless on the return flights. I printed 

out our boarding passes from home for 

the flights out but decided to try our 

luck at using our phones to check in and 

board the planes. Of course, we needed 

to rely on Buddyôs son to get that set up. 

When Andy told me to move the elec-

tronic boarding passes to my Apple 

Wallet, I said, ñWhat the hell is an Ap-

ple Wallet?ò Turns out, itôs an app that 

came with the phone, one that I used for 

the first time. 

* * * 

One last thing on the weather topic: 

May is a transition month. But first we 

have to get through April, and who 

knows whatôs in store for us? I think we 

all agree that we could use April show-

ers to turn our grass to a deeper shade 

of green. Those who have lived in Ne-

braska more than a few years are well 

aware the month runs the gamut when 

it comes to weather. 

Major League Baseball season started 

the last week of March, which works 

fine for the southern teams. Meanwhile, 

fans of teams like Minnesota and Kan-

sas City have to layer up when cheering 

on their favorites in person. 

If youôre like me, you wait until the end 

of the month ð or better yet May ð for 

better viewing conditions. Hereôs a plea 

to Mother Nature to give us a break, if 

nothing else for our golfers. 

From the Editor, John Fey 

Taking in spring training games  

Jet Blue Stadi-

um, home of 

the Boston Red 

Sox, gives the 

younger fans a 

history lesson 

inside. We took 

in the Twins vs. 

Sox game on a 

perfect Satur-

day night in 

Fort Myers. 
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At its March meeting, the SID Board voted to extend a contract 

with Gretna Sanitation to be the sole trash-collecting agent, 

effective July 1. Board Chair Kurt Meisinger said minor adjust-

ments have to be made before the contract is signed, which is 

expected to take place at this monthôs meeting. 

ñWe had all the terms that we felt we wanted,ò Kurt said. ñWhat 

weôre shooting for is a July 1 start, which should allow everyone 

time to notify their existing carrier that they will be discontinu-

ing and give people an opportunity to not pay for more than 

their April, May and June fees.ò 

The Board anticipates the contract will be ready for approval at 

this monthôs meeting. 

ñI donôt see anything stopping this from happening,ò Kurt said. 

Comments have been made regarding those who leave Bucca-

neer Bay during winter months having to pay for trash collec-

tion while away, and Kurt said the Board was aware of that. 

ñItôs been discussed,ò he said, ñbut thatôs not how they write the 

contract, and itôs not how they bid the contracts. They bid the 

contracts based upon the number of houses for 12 months a 

year. Based on the economics they want to accomplish, we have 

to pay for all the houses in the neighborhood. 

ñIf someone doesnôt want the (Gretna) service at all, we still 

have to pay for them, so theyôre still going to get billed. We 

canôt be paying for them. You pay for your fire service, whether 

you use them or not.ò  

Block captains address issues 

The Buccaneer Bay block captains gathered last month at Mi-

lanoôs Italian Restaurant with a full agenda. The meeting was 

led by Jill Bobenhouse Tesar. Among the discussion items were 

welcome packets, spring cleanup and garage sales. 

Welcome packets have undergone a change to a completely 

electronic process. New and existing residents can find all per-

tinent information by going to the Buc Bay neighborhood Face-

book site or by clicking on this link: 

https://buccaneerbay-ne.org/ 

The spring cleanup date was set for Sunday, May 5, starting at 1 

p.m. Volunteers will gather again near the mailboxes off Treas-

ure Island Road. Please give whatever time you can for this. 

Rain date is Sunday, May 18. 

The annual Buc Bay garage sale date will take place the first full 

weekend of June, which is June 7 and 8. A flyer with addresses 

of participating homes will be released next month ð or cer-

tainly in the June newsletter. 

Jill addressed the need for an emergency plan with the hope 

that it never would be needed. But, as weôve seen before, Bucca-

Buc Bay Notes 

Trash contract with Gretna ready  
neer Bay has been hit with the 2017 tornado and the 2019 

flood, necessitating an action procedure for block captains. 

Finally, work continues on trying to update the Buc Bay phone 

directory. The hope is to find an existing database with our 

residentsô information to replace the highly outdated existing 

directory. Stay tuned. 

Golf outing for Plattsmouth EMS 

The Plattsmouth EMS golf tournament is set for Saturday, May 

18, at the Bay Hills course. The four-person best ball outing 

begins with a 9 a.m. shotgun start. 

Participants receive 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch (burgers and 

brats at the turn) and beverage. Prizes go to the winning four-

some, and there will be pin prizes, tee box games and more. 

Early registration has ended, but you can still get your foursome 

in by clicking on this link: 

Plattsmouth EMS Golf Tournament | Midlands Community 

Foundation 

https://midlandscommunity.org/plattsmouth-ems-golf-scramble-fundraiser/?fbclid=IwAR2wNOn67hwCPrYgOLYVqKMMJzs5v_DFfLJ9_N2jbHiDymq6XA4Z-GrV55M_aem_AX_Ll6ngaW7SOL84Wg2laKprkjmucxBRFhA3otTXCAE878HU8b3rhxKcoS0NSYcG0MxzS_LTpyejSCVnGH0zJlWd
https://midlandscommunity.org/plattsmouth-ems-golf-scramble-fundraiser/?fbclid=IwAR2wNOn67hwCPrYgOLYVqKMMJzs5v_DFfLJ9_N2jbHiDymq6XA4Z-GrV55M_aem_AX_Ll6ngaW7SOL84Wg2laKprkjmucxBRFhA3otTXCAE878HU8b3rhxKcoS0NSYcG0MxzS_LTpyejSCVnGH0zJlWd


Buc Bay runner sets world mark  

Christina Elder (third from the left), and her team 

celebrate a world record in the 4x400 relay. Christina 

Trucks, Kristy Matthews and Odeika Griscombe were 

her teammates. Combined, they have 11 children. 

Most Buccaneer Bay residents probably donôt realize we have a 

track world-record holder in our midst. Christina Elder, who 

lives near the main entrance with husband Tyler and their 

three young children, competed in last monthôs USATF Masters 

Indoor Championships held in Chicago. She added two more 

medals to her collection after being a member of a world-

record relay team. 

Christina, who was featured in this newsletter last May, teaches 

at Platteview, so she had an extra-large group of supporters 

following her. 

Two days after placing second in her age group (35-39) in the 

400-meter dash, Christina and her three teammates smashed 

the world record in the 4x400 relay. Christina Trucks 

(California), Kristy Matthews (California), Odeika Griscombe 

(Florida) and Christina combined for a 4:00.11 clocking to 

better the previous world mark of 4:05.13. The four women are 

all mothers ð 11 children among them. 

ñWe really trained for this for the last couple of months,ò 

Christina said. ñWe set a goal to go after the world record 

(which was 4:03 held by a Polish team), but after a long 

weekend of competing at nationals we were all pretty tired. 

And the 4x400 was the last event. So we willed our way 

through tired legs, and we were so excited about the result.ò 

In all, 17 age-division world records and 30 age-division 

American records fell at that Chicago meet. So where does 

Christina go from here? Sheôs already preparing for the outdoor 

season. 

ñThat is the big focus for this year,ò she said. ñI will be heading 

to Gothenburg, Sweden, in August for the World 

Championships. I will compete in some college meets 

throughout the spring to get prepped and ready. 

ñThen come regionals in June, nationals in July and Worlds in 

August. Itôs going to be a busy summer.ò 

Getting a jump on garage sales  

Todd and Kathy Bruner took advantage of unusually warm March weather by staging a garage sale at their home 

on the Boulevard. The annual Buc Bay neighborhood garage sale is set for June 7-8. Complete details coming. 
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Peaceful morning on Sailboat Lake  

March had its share of up-and-down temperatures, but Sailboat Lake resident Mike Jones captured this amazing 

sunrise and shared it on Facebook. 
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SPRING AERATION 
CONTACT JOHN CAMPIN 

402-853-6909 

 
I have lived in Buccaneer Bay for 12 years. I have 25 years experience and aerate over 60 
yards here in our neighborhood. I recently purchased a new aerator that goes above and 
beyond when it comes to aerating your yard. The aerator actually has a hydrostat that 

drives the tines into the ground to make plugs anywhere from 1 to 5 inches. 

 
Let me know if you are interested. Price is very competitive. 
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Local family roots on sonõs team 
Jerry and Shelley Dartman are big college basketball fans ð 

especially when it comes to the University of Alabama at Bir-

mingham. Their son Noah is director of basketball administra-

tion for UAB. The Blazers earned an automatic bid to the NCAA 

tournament by winning the American Athletic Conference title 

last month in Fort Worth, Texas. (The Dartmans were featured 

in the December newsletter.) 

Jerry and Shelley, who live off Treasure Island Road, were in 

Fort Worth to witness UABôs win, which Shelley said was a bit 

of a surprise as the No. 4 seeded Blazers upset Wichita State for 

the championship. 

ñWe debated coming home Sunday (I had to be at school Mon-

day morning),ò she said, ñbut just couldnôt leave before the 

championship game on Sunday.ò 

On the long drive home, they discovered UAB would be as-

signed to the Spokane, Washington, regional. 

ñWe had plans to go to Florida for my spring break,ò Shelley 

said, ñbut Monday morning I called the airline and said, óI need 

to change my flight from Florida to Spokane, Washington.ô The 

agent replied, óYou want to do WHAT?ô I laughed along with 

her! But how could we not follow our son to The Big Dance?ò 

Jerry and Shelley arrived in Spokane less than 24 hours before 

the Blazersô first-round game. They secured tickets from a for-

mer Creighton 

coachôs wife, but 

the seats were in 

the middle of the 

Alabama cheering 

section. (Ex-

Creighton player 

Latrell Wrightsell 

Jr. plays for Ala-

bama, and the 

Dartmans know the 

family.) 

UAB, unfortunate-

ly, was eliminated 

in that first-round 

game by San Diego 

State. 

ñWe did not re-

gret our decision 

to go where our 

son went and 

support him and 

his team,ò Shelley said. ñIt was a great experience in Spo-

kane, and we feel blessed to follow our son and his team.ò 

 Shelley and Jerry Dartman 

 cheered on son Noahôs UAB 

 Blazers in the NCAA tournament. 

 (Photo courtesy of Shelley 

 Dartman.) 
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This monthôs quiz: What is Nebraskaôs state insect? A) Ladybug. B) Honeybee. C) Butterfly. D) 

Firefly. Answer on Page 17. 



 
MR. LANDSCAPE 

Rick Hadfield 

Licensed ð Insured ï EPA Certified 

Services: 

Commercial & Residential 

Emerald Ash Borer Treatment 

Lawn Seeding ð Straw Blanket & Sodding 

Lawn Mowing ð Landscape Maintenance 

Delivery: Limestone, Mulch, Fill Dirt 

402-297-4350 
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April funnies  

This month in history  

è April 2, 1792 ð Congress establishes the first U.S. Mint at 

Philadelphia. 

è April 4, 1887 ð The first woman mayor is elected in the 

U.S. as Susanna M. Salter becomes mayor of Argonia, Kan. 

è April 6, 1896 ð After a break of 1,500 years, the first 

Olympics of the modern era is held in Athens, Greece. 

è April 14, 1828 ð The first dictionary of American-style 

English is published by Noah Webster. 

è April 16, 1862 ð Congress abolishes slavery in the District 

of Columia. 

è April 22, 1864 ð ñIn God We Trustò is included on all new-

ly minted U.S. coins by an Act of Congress. 



13 



14 

Kitchen open Tuesday ï Friday 

Dine in or Carry out 

402-298-8191 

Tuesday: Taco Tuesday, Special menu only 11 a.m. ï 8 p.m. 

Wednesday: Burger Special, regular menu also available 5 ï 

8 p.m. 

Thursday: Broasted Chicken and Country Fried Steak special, 

regular menu also available 5 ï 8 p.m. 

Friday: Prime Rib Special, regular menu also available 5 ï 8 

p.m. 

They were born this month  
è Emma Watson ð born 4/15/1990 

è Robert Downey Jr. ð born 4/4/1965 

è John Cena ð born 4/23/1977 

è Adolf Hitler ð born 4/20/1889; died 4/30/1945 

è William Shakespeare ð born 4/26/1564; died 4/23/1616 

è Heath Ledger ð born 4/4/1979; died 1/22/2008 

è Leonardo Da Vinci ð born 4/15/1452; died 5/2/1519 

è Jackie Chan ð born 4/7/1954 

è Eddie Murphy ð born 4/3/1961 

è Thomas Jefferson ð born 4/13/1743; died 7/4/1826 

è Paul Rudd ð born 4/6/1969 

è Jennifer Garner ð born 4/17/1972 

è Charlie Chaplin ð born 4/16/1889; died 12/25/1977 

è Al Pacino ð born 4/25/1940 

è Michelle Pfeiffer ð born 4/29/1958 

è Marlon Brando ð born 4/3/1924; died 7/1/2004 
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