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ob and Amy Hofferôs path to Buccaneer Bay was quite 

long as neither had roots in Nebraska. But, like many of 

our residents, they purchased a home on Lakeside Drive 

in 2018 and enjoyed a new, relaxed lifestyle. Their journey in-

cluded living in different parts of America, but theyôre looking 

forward to retirement, likely in Washington state. 

Bob was destined to be a Navy flight officer. As a self-confessed 

ñNavy brat,ò he got used to living in many corners of the world 

as his father was a career Navy enlistee. Once he reached high 

school in Virginia (Virginia Beach, to be exact), Bob finished 

prepping for the Navy by attending Naval Academy prep school 

in Newport, R.I. He literally enlisted in the Navy at that time. 

After graduation in 1981, Bob earned an appointment to the 

Naval Academy (located in Annapolis, Md.) and then embarked 

on a 25-year career flying jets. Nebraska wasnôt among the 

states in which he lived ð until making Offutt Air Base his last 

stop while serving his country. 

After graduating from the Academy, Bob chose aviation as his 

Navy career path. He was sent to Pensacola, Fla., for flight 

training. From there, he went to Corpus Christi (Texas) for 

additional training. Thatôs where he met his future wife, Amy.  

Fate brought them together in November 1986 when Bob ar-

rived in Corpus Christi. His plan was to find an apartment and 

share it with a Marine who arrived ahead of Bob. 

ñWhen I showed up, all I had to do was sign the lease agree-

ment,ò Bob said. ñAmy was the leasing agent. Thatôs where I 

met her.ò 

The couple began dating before Bob was sent back to Pensaco-

la. By then, Amy was living in San Antonio. Things were getting 

pretty serious at that time. On one of his visits to San Antonio, 

Bob had to get something off his chest. 

Bob recalled: ñI told Amy, óYou know, Iôm not really good at 

long-distance relationships. Iôm busy with flight school.ô She 

said, óThen marry me.ô ò 

Bob returned to Florida, leaving Amy behind. (She was attend-

ing then-named Southwest Texas State University.) 

Said Bob: ñAbout three weeks later, she said, óIôm leaving 

school. Come get me.ô So I came back and picked her up.ò 

On one of Bobôs days off, they decided to get married. They 

drove to the courthouse, found a judge and exchanged vows on See Hoffers, Page 2 
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March 2, 1987. 

The couple, like most of those in the military, lived all over the 

country from Virginia Beach to California ð Oakland, to be 

exact, which is where daughter Mackenzie was born in 1993. 

ñThat was the year I was home for just 43 days,ò Bob said. 

The time in Virginia Beach learning to be an A-6 bombardier 

navigator is a special memory for Bob. 

ñThat was kind of cool, because my dad was still on active duty 

and stationed on the fighter side of the beach,ò he said. ñHe was 

in a Tomcat squadron, and I was on the attack side of the base.ò 

While serving as an avionics division officer, Bob remembers 

checking in a newcomer to the base who turned the meeting 

into a strange-coincidence moment. 

Reflecting on Navy manõs career 

Bob and Amy Hoffer first met in 1986 when Bob ar-

rived in Corpus Christi, Texas. The were married the 

following year. 
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Hoffers: Flying came with some white -knuckle moments  

Continued from Page 1 

ñHe was pretty old, long in the tooth,ò Bob said. ñI 

was looking through his service record, and I rec-

ognized one of the signatures. He worked for my 

dad.ò 

A couple of months later, Bob asked the enlisted 

man, who was now working for him, if he knew 

who he was. 

Recalled Bob: ñHe said, óYes, sir.ô I said, óHow 

long have you known?ô He said, óSince the day I 

got to the squadron.ô 

ñI said, óYou donôt have to answer this, but Iôll 

always wonder who you like working for better.ô 

He said, óYou. Your dad was a real hard-ass.ô ò 

Bobôs last deployment came on a ship that has 

some history to it. The USS Coral Sea was the 

third-oldest ship in the Navy fleet. It was around 

that time that the Navy began downsizing, and 

Bobôs A-6 squadron was cut in half. 

ñWe still had to maintain all of our proficiency and everything,ò 

Bob said. ñThen Desert Shield kicked up, so I was on the USS 

Kitty Hawk.ò 

The Kitty Hawk had just come out of its port in 1991, meaning 

the ship had to be in tip-top 

shape for planes to take off 

and land. 

ñThey were being recerti-

fied to operate the flight 

deck and launch airplanes 

and recover the planes,ò 

Bob said. ñWe were out 

there doing that, and we got 

a message that said to fly all 

of our airplanes off that 

night. We got there about 11 

oôclock at night.ò 

When they arrived at their 

destination, the crew was 

told that Iraq had invaded 

Kuwait. Bob and the others 

were placed on standby 

alert. There were five crews 

involved, and Bobôs was one of them. 

The tension eased to the point where Bobôs team was sent back 

to the states ð but with some side trips. At the time, Amy was 

expecting their first child. 

During the trip back to America, Bob was sent to Saudi Arabia 

by helicopter. There they waited there for a few days for their 

next move, which turned out to be Sicily. Upon arrival, they 

learned they would be flying three planes back to America. 

ñThe planes were broken,ò Bob said. ñThey fixed them, and we 

did a test hop. We flew from Sicily to Spain, then we waited for 

an Air Force tanker that was going to drag us across the Atlan-

tic.ò 

That turned into a trip that Bob wonôt forget. 

ñBy the time we got to Virginia Beach, none of the weapons 

systems were working,ò he said. ñIt was like an old-fashioned 

airplane, two motors and a compass.ò 

Refueling the plane with an Air Force tanker while in the 

clouds was an adventure. 

ñThe Navy (refueling) guys do things different,ò Bob said. ñItôs 

not right or wrong, itôs just different.ò 

There was another bigger issue on the flight, Bob said, and it 

had to do with the planeôs generators. It made for a white-

knuckle flight the rest of the way, but they managed to make it 

safely to Virginia Beach. 

The movie ñTop Gunò hit the theaters when Bob was in flight 

school. As you might think, he took an interest in it. 

ñThe movie from the flight-deck operations and launching 

(planes) and all that stuff was very accurate,ò he said. 

Bobôs Navy career ended in 2008, when his last duty station 

was Offutt Air Base. Not ready to retire, he began a second ca-

reer working at Offutt (which is ongoing). 

Amy and Bob during a 2018 visit to see their daughter in Japan. 

See Hoffers, Page 3 

Bob from his younger days. 
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ñI call it the life cycle,ò he said. ñYou have kids in high school, 

so now you have a choice. Where are the kids in high school, 

and can you go to where you want to be and get settled?ò 

Reflecting back on her husbandôs career, Amy said it wasnôt 

always easy with Bob being away so much. 

ñIt was a busy time of starting our family,ò she said, ñso there 

was a lot of learning how to be a mom. I was fortunate that Eve, 

my mother-in-law, was a seasoned Navy wife, so I always had 

someone who could understand and guide me. 

ñBob being an aviator also helped as squadrons are built 

around friends and family, so you get a lot of support. The most 

difficult part was preparing for him to be away and then work-

ing together when he came home to integrate into where we 

were as a family.ò 

While Mackenzie was in high school at Bellevue West, she be-

friended a classmate named Felicia who was living a troubled 

home life in Bellevue. Bob and Amy chose to allow Felicia to 

live with them. (They are planning a trip to Hawaii in May to 

watch her commencement ceremony at the University of Ha-

waii.) 

With Bob working at Offutt as a civilian, Bob and Amy decided 

to make Bellevue their permanent home. Eventually came a 

decision to take on foreign-exchange students. Bob and Amy 

enjoyed the experience. 

Their first was a student named Jacob from Denmark. Next 

came students from Germany and Norway. They all got a good 

cross section of American life. 

ñWe have a flag from the country of each of them,ò Bob said. 

Bob and Amy continued housing exchange students while liv-

ing on Buccaneer Bayôs Lakeside Drive, where they arrived in 

May 2018. They also convinced Bobôs mom to live with them as 

her health was declining. 

ñIt was a perfect location for us to take care of Eve,ò Amy said. 

ñWith her being pretty much house-bound, she could see all the 

Hoffers: Buc Bay life included a reunion with Navy mate  

Continued from Page 2 
activities and views over the lake. It really helped her still feel a 

part of the community.ò 

Said Bob: ñWe knew my mom wasnôt going to get out of the 

house much. She had to have something to look at with the 

view of the road and the lake.ò 

Sadly, Bobôs mother died four years ago. 

Living here took on a small-world turn when Bob found out 

one of his squadron-mates, Tom Deyke, was living in Buc Bay. 

Tom, who last year moved to Colorado with wife Karen, re-

called serving with Bob, starting in Virginia Beach in the 1980s. 

Said Tom via email: ñDuring the first Gulf War in 1991, I was 

the Executive Officer of Attack Squadron Thirty Six onboard 

the aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt in the Northern Persian 

gulf. We unfortunately lost a crew and aircraft to enemy 

fire. óHoboô (Bobôs call sign) and his pilot volunteered to aug-

ment our squadron and on one dayôs notice left Virginia Beach 

and joined us in the Persian Gulf. 

ñHobo never missed a beat and performed like he had been 

there from the start. In later years, we worked together at 

U.S. Strategic Command, and once again he stood head and 

shoulders above his peers.  Bob is a really great guy.ò  

After six years of Buc Bay life, the Hoffers have returned to 

their Bellevue home that was being rented while living in Buc 

Bay. Eventually, the plan is to make Washington state their 

permanent home on land they have purchased. 

Bob and Amy said they enjoyed their time here. 

ñWe will miss all the neighbors the most,ò Amy said. ñLakeside 

Drive is a nice group of folks and so welcoming.ò 

6 Historical moments from March 
1. Ratification of the Articles of Confederation (1789) 

2. The establishment of the Peace Corps (1961) 

3. FDRôs ñfear itselfò speech (1933) 

4. The Boston Massacre (1770) 

5. Churchillôs ñIron Curtainò speech (1946) 

6. The Spanish Flu comes to America (1918) 
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As a golf fan (who wishes he could play 

the game better), Iôve always wanted to 

attend a PGA tournament. It took long-

er than I had planned, but last month 

Shirley and I drove to Phoenix to visit 

former Papio High classmates and, 

specifically, to witness the Waste Man-

agement Phoenix Open. 

I made the less-than-smart decision to 

make the drive in just two days. We 

took back roads through Kansas and 

parts of Oklahoma and Texas on Day 1 

and spent the night in Amarillo, Texas. 

The second leg of the trip took us 

through Albuquerque, N.M., and then I 

ventured off I-40 

onto mostly two-lane 

roads, thinking that 

would be a shorter 

route. It would have 

been except for one 

issue: snow, lots of it 

at one point. 

By the time we 

stopped one last 

time for gas in Payson ð which is less 

than 80 miles northeast of Phoenix ð 

the snow was really coming down. I 

wasnôt worried, because I figured 

(hoped) conditions would improve the 

farther south we drove. Fortunately, 

things improved quickly, and there 

were no more issues. 

We crashed for the night at the home of 

classmates Greg and Carol Eymann, 

who were attendants at our 1972 wed-

ding. The weather forecast for the 

opening round of the tournament 

called for 100 percent chance of rain, 

but we woke up to mostly sunny skies 

and decided to make the hour-plus 

drive to the shuttle parking lot. 

The lot was a good distance from the 

Scottsdale course, and the skies turned 

cloudy by the time we passed through 

the main entrance. Sure enough, it be-

gan sprinkling shortly after we walked 

by the ninth green. 

The course is known for the rowdy 

crowd of thousands who sit in the 

horseshoe-shaped exclusive skyboxes 

surrounding the 16th hole. You could 

hear the roar of the (mostly) drunken 

spectators throughout the course. 

My sole desire was to see Nebraska 

native Nate Lashley in person. Lashley 

grew up in Scottsbluff, and Iôve loosely 

followed his PGA career ever since he 

first qualified for a Tour event in 2015. 

(You might have heard about the trage-

dy of Lashley losing his girlfriend and 

parents in a plane crash after they 

watched him play for the University of 

Arizona.) 

Lashley opened his round on the back 

nine early that Thursday morning, and 

by the time we arrived he was finishing 

hole No. 6. We set up near the par-3 

seventh green, and by then the sprin-

kles turned to light rain. 

I got a fairly up-close photo of Lashley 

missing his birdie putt just as the rain 

and wind really started kicking in. Af-

ter watching him finish on No. 9, we 

decided weôd suffered enough. (Just as 

we boarded the shuttle to the parking 

lot, I saw on my phone the players were 

pulled off the course.) 

Of course, by the time we were dropped 

off at the parking lot the rain stopped 

and the sun came out. We stopped for a 

late lunch before returning home to 

change into dry clothes. 

With the top goal of the trip in the books 

ð soggy as it was ð we had to decide 

when to return to Nebraska. I wanted to 

make sure we were somewhere to watch 

the Super Bowl, but I wasnôt about to 

make the drive back in two days. We 

elected to stay in Phoenix so we could 

watch the game with others. (My older 

brother put us up at their Peoria home 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday.) 

Naturally, the best weather Phoenix had 

came on Monday when we took off for 

home. Once we exited the busy Phoenix 

traffic, the three-day return trip went just 

fine with overnight stops in Santa Fe, 

N.M., and Colby, Kan. 

On the way to Colby, we stopped for 

lunch in Limon, Colo. Oscars Bar & Grille 

is right off I-70. Talk about a great place 

to eat ð not just the food. The eatery had 

a Hollywood theme (hence the name Os-

cars) and was decorated with auto-

graphed photos of movie stars and doz-

ens of baseballs signed by some famous 

Major Leaguers. We were both amazed. 

The last leg of the trip (343 miles) was 

easy compared to the others. It was good 

to be back home. 

From the Editor, John Fey 

One soggy visit to a PGA event  

Nate Lashley watches his putt on the par-3 seventh hole. By the time he 

teed off on No. 8, the rain and wind ramped up. (Note the headgear.) 
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The SID Board continues to examine the proposal to an all-

inclusive trash collection for Buc Bay by Gretna Sanitation. The 

measure was first considered in October and was followed by a 

request by the Board for feedback on the issue. 

The Board discussed the matter again at the February meeting, 

according to Board Chair Kurt Meisinger, who said additional 

contract discussions were held with Gretna Sanitation and vari-

ous items were clarified. The March agenda will include an 

action item related to a contract with Gretna. If the vote passes, 

the service will likely start this summer, potentially July 1, Kurt 

said. 

PFD includes 3 from Buc Bay 

Demetreus Delgado recently became the third Buc Bay resident 

to become a member of the all-volunteer Plattsmouth Fire De-

partment. He joins Dan Kunce and Dan Sempek from our 

neighborhood as firefighters. 

ñIôm extremely proud to be a part of this Department and fami-

ly,ò Demetreus wrote last month on his FB page. ñFirefighting 

has an incredible way of humbling an individual, and Iôve 

learned many new things. Iôd also like to thank my wife, Olga, 

for allowing me to pursue this passion of mine. Working a full-

time job and being a part of this organization can make for 

some long days and nights. But her support has been unwaver-

ing.ò 

Speaking of the PFD, its annual firefighters association fund-

raiser raffle has begun. There are many excellent prizes out 

there ð four quarter-sides of beef from Plattsmouth Meat Gar-

den, a $500 Hy-Vee gift card and other great prizes. Tickets, at 

$20 each, can be obtained from any Plattsmouth firefighter. 

Only 1,000 will be sold, which increases your chances of win-

ning. The drawing will be on or near May 21. (You must be 18 

or older to win.) 

Sommers family to open business 

Youôd be hard-pressed to find any Buc Bay couple more into 

barbequing than Jennifer and David Sommers. They took it to 

the next level by creating a business called Sommer Butts, Brew 

and BBQ, LLC. 

Jenn recently announced that they have obtained space in 

downtown Plattsmouth that will house their catering business. 

They plan to launch it March 9. The eventual hope is to hold 

some culinary classes in the remodeled building. Stay tuned for 

updates on Jennôs Facebook page. 

Jenn and David live super-busy lives. Jenn recently joined the 

SID Board as the replacement for Christine Gibson. She also 

was on the Cass County Board of Commissioners, serving the 

remainder of Janet McCartneyôs term until being defeated in 

the 2022 election. David is a sheriff deputy with Cass County. 

Buc Bay Notes 

SID Board still eyeing trash issue  

The storefront of the soon-to-be open catering busi-

ness owned by Jennifer and David Sommer. (Photo 

courtesy of Jenn Sommer.) 

Buc Bay garage sale coming in June 

The calendar may have just turned to March, but some of our 

neighbors have posed the question: When will the annual Buc 

Bay garage sale take place? The answer isnôt quite clear, thanks 

to the 2024 calendar. 

Cheryl Myers, coordinator of the event, initially said on Face-

book it looks like the date will be the second full weekend of 

June, meaning June 7 and 8. Check the April newsletter for 

confirmation of those dates. 

Golf outings in February?  
Many took ad-

vantage of last 

monthôs incred-

ible warm 

weather by hit-

ting the Bay 

Hills links. Pic-

tured, from 

left, are Ed 

Murphy, John 

McClain and 

Mike Gabriel. 
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Buc Bay residents witness CU history  

At least three Buc Bay 

residents saw history Feb. 20 

when Creighton University 

upended then-No. 1 UConn 85-

66 before 18,071 fans. The 

students rushed the court 

after the upset that marked 

the first time in school history 

that a CU team beat a top-

ranked opponent. ñIt was 

crazy,ò said Damon Wagner, 

who was at the CHI Health 

Center with wife Amy. Also 

attending was Karen Luksa, a 

Creighton fan who lives on 

Lakeside Drive. (Photo 

courtesy of Brad Williams.) 



Meet Lola, new to  

Villamonte home  
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Christine and Steve Villamonte, who live right off Buc Boule-

vard on Shoreline Circle, added a new family member to help 

ring in the New Year. Meet Lola, a Havanese Poodle (Havapoo) 

who turned four months old in Feb-

ruary. This is one smart pooch. 

ñItôs one of the few dogs that can be 

litter-box trained,ò Steve said. ñShe 

has stolen the hearts of our entire 

family with her beautiful personali-

ty!ò 

Christine and Steve recently took 

Lola to watch the Plattsmouth High 

baseball teamôs practice on one of the 

many nice February days. While 

walking around the track behind the 

field, Christine stopped to pick up 

batting-practice baseballs that went over the outfield fence. 

Suddenly, a ball that cleared the fence hit Lola on the foot. 

ñShe yelped for a few seconds but was fine,ò Steve said. ñWe 

received many calls and texts from people worried about the 

puppy. What are the odds of that happening?ò 

Christine with Lola. 

A peaceful Sailboat Lake  
After Januaryôs wild week of snow and bone-chilling 

cold came the February thaw. Steve Villamonte took 

this photo of Sailboat Lake during the week when we 

set a February record high of 80. 

Basketball court turns into a pickleball venue  
Buc Bay resident AJ Poppleton calls it 

ñPoppletonôs Playground.ò What 

started as a basketball court just off 

Buc Boulevard near Ewel Court has 

been transformed into a place to play 

pickleball as well. 

ñWe have added a pickleball court to 

the Playground,ò AJ wrote last month 

on his Facebook page. ñAnyone 

interested in playing or learning to 

play óAmericas fastest growing sportô is 

welcome. We are new to this and want 

to promote this in the neighborhood by 

inviting any/all old/young to join.ò 

Want to know more about the sport? 

Click on this link: 

www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JMwKyO4-WYU 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwKyO4-WYU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwKyO4-WYU
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Trail extension starts  

The Platte River bridge trail project began recently, affect-

ing northbound traffic on Hwy. 75. The eventual goal is to 

extend the Papio trail south into Cass County. At this time, 

however, it isnôt clear where the funding will come for com-

pletion of the project. (The view in the photo is from the 

east side of the bridge looking north.) The eventual plan is 

for: 

ƀ A 10-foot-wide trail north and south of the bridge 

ƀ A 12-foot-wide paved trail on the east side of the bridge 

ƀ New trail abutments on the north and south sides of the 

Platte River 

ƀ A new culvert extension and grate inlets 

ƀ A new railing and covered observation decks on the east 

side 

ƀ Fencing between the trail and US-34/75 
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This monthôs quiz: The UNO baseball team played at Long Beach State University last month. 

What is LBSUôs nickname? A) Wildcats. B) Tigers. C) Dirtbags. D) Owls. Answer on Page 16. 



 
MR. LANDSCAPE 

Rick Hadfield 

Licensed ð Insured ï EPA Certified 

Services: 

Commercial & Residential 

Emerald Ash Borer Treatment 

Lawn Seeding ð Straw Blanket & Sodding 

Lawn Mowing ð Landscape Maintenance 

Delivery: Limestone, Mulch, Fill Dirt 

402-297-4350 
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March funnies  
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Kitchen open Tuesday ï Friday 

Dine in or Carry out 

402-298-8191 

Tuesday: Taco Tuesday, Special menu only 11 a.m. ï 8 p.m. 

Wednesday: Burger Special, regular menu also available 5 ï 

8 p.m. 

Thursday: Broasted Chicken and Country Fried Steak special, 

regular menu also available 5 ï 8 p.m. 

Friday: Prime Rib Special, regular menu also available 5 ï 8 

p.m. 

They were born this month  
è Albert Einstein ð born 3/14/1879; died 4/18/1955 

è Stephen Curry ð born 3/14/1988 

è Lady Gaga ð born 3/28/1986 

è Shaquille OôNeal ð born 3/6/1972 

è Vincent van Gogh ð born 3/30/1852; died 7/29/1890 

è Reese Witherspoon ð born 3/22/1976 

è Elton John ð born 3/25/1947 

è Aretha Franklin ð born 3/25/1942; died 8/16/2018 

è Simone Biles ð born 3/14/1997 

è Justin Bieber ð born 3/1/1994 

è Payton Manning ð born 3/24/1976 

è Bruce Willis ð born 3/19/1955 

è Chuck Norris ð born 3/10/1940 

è Ben Roethlisberger ð born 3/2/1982 

è Celine Dion ð born 3/30/1968 

è Dr. Seuss ð born 3/2/1904; died 9/24/1991 
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