
J 
ud Bock was introduced to model planes at a young age, 

around 12, as he recalls. He got hooked while growing up 

in Benkelman, Neb., and today still likes to send the re-

mote-controlled toy up in the air. The trouble is, he admits, age 

is catching up with him, making it harder to trek after the 

planes when theyôre down range. 

ñIôm 91 now,ò Jud said. ñI canôt chase them anymore.ò 

During his younger days, Jud would use the money he earned 

working in his fatherôs Gambles store to pay for assembling 

model planes. 

ñMy mom helped me build them,ò he said. ñThey were those 

rubber-band models. Eventually, radio-control models came 

along.ò 

After graduating from Benkelman High School, he attended 

Kearney State College (now the University of Nebraska at 

Kearney). Then he left college to take up farming near Central 

City. 

ñThat was one of the most unbelievably stupid things,ò Jud 

said. ñMy grandfather had a farm, and he was getting old, and I 

thought, óGee, Iôd like to be a farmer.ô I knew nothing about 

farming, and it was a losing proposition.ò 

During that time, he got to know a girl named Ramona, and 

before he knew it, they became man and wife in 1954. 

Jud Bock began riding motorcycles when he was 14. 
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ñShe was just the girl next door,ò Jud said. ñIôd go there to visit 

my best friend, and she was always there. We saw each other all 

the time, and eventually, we connected. We got married right 

after her high-school graduation. She was 18, and I was 20.ò 

At that point, his hobby was placed on hold. After giving up 

farming, he and Ramona moved to Omaha, and Jud began his 

38-year career with the U.S. Postal Service, mostly at the down-

town location. Then they started their family, which included 

two girls and two boys. 

While working at the post office, Jud learned that there were 

new homes being built in Council Bluffs for just under 

$10,000. Years later, they moved to Omaha ð at first renting 

before purchasing a home in the western edge of town. 

Getting back to flying his model planes, Jud then joined the 

Omahawks Radio Control Club, which today still ranks as the 

No. 1 model airplane club in the city. The members would fly 

their planes near Standing Bear Lake in northwest Omaha. 

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
A pilot who made his own planes  

Jud shows off one of the many model planes he 

built over the years. 

See Jud, Page 2 
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Jud: Motorcycle trips included many rides to the west coast  

Continued from Page 1 

Before that land was acquired, they would launch their planes 

wherever there was enough vacant space. 

ñWeôd get a field, get it all set up, and the neighbors would 

complain,ò he said. ñThis went on for probably 20 or 25 years.ò 

Jud wanted to take his hobby to the next level in the mid-

1970s, actually sitting in the pilotôs chair and flying the planes 

he assembled from scratch. He found a pilot who helped him 

obtain his license. 

ñI found a guy who was an instructor,ò Jud said. ñYears later, he 

ended up getting busted for being a drug runner out of Mexico. 

I heard he was prepar-

ing to land and saw 

them (authorities) wait-

ing for him. He tried to 

find another place to 

land and ended up run-

ning out of gas and 

crashed in the ocean.ò 

Now with a license to 

fly, Jud continued to 

assemble planes from 

kits big enough to fly. 

He and Ramona flew 

his planes from the Mil-

lard Airport to the an-

nual model airplane 

rally in Oshkosh, Wis., 

which still takes place. 

ñThere were three of us 

who put the planes to-

gether,ò Jud said. ñWe 

got together all the time, and if we had a problem, weôd help 

each other.ò 

The flying bug stayed with Jud, and he found himself joining 

others in taking planes all over the country. He dropped out of 

the Omahawks Club for nearly two decades before rejoining. 

Since moving to Buccaneer Bay in 2019, Jud estimates he built 

20 planes and sold most of them. He would buy kits at a hobby 

shop in Omahaôs Benson area or online. 

Those who share Judôs passion for model planes are part of a 

close-knit group. 

ñJust about everybody knows everybody else,ò he said. ñIôm one 

of the oldest guys. Some of us canôt do it anymore.ò 

As you might imagine, flying home-made planes came with a 

certain amount of risk. Jud said he was confident in his ability 

to safely fly his planes. 

ñTaking off was never a problem,ò he said, ñbut sometimes 

landing was a problem.ò 

The planes didnôt hold much gasoline, so when he and Romona 

took long trips, theyôd have to find smaller airports to refuel. 

He estimated he had to fly a minimum of 3,000 feet to clear 

any TV or radio transmission towers. 

Another hobby that Jud enjoyed was riding motorcycles. He got 

the urge to do that while he was a youngster. He first sat on a 

Doodle Bug that his dad sold at his store. 

ñThat was my other passion,ò he said. ñBy 14, I started riding 

motorcycles, and then after that I had probably 10 of them in 

my life. 

ñMy first touring bike was a big Honda. The second one was a 

Yamaha Venture. We 

went all around the 

country. We went to the 

west coast twice. We 

didnôt go to the east 

coast, because traffic 

was so bad.ò 

In their younger years, 

the Bocks also attended 

the biggest motorcycle 

rally in the country at 

Sturgis, S.D., which 

most often got wild and 

crazy. 

ñThose were interesting 

trips,ò Jud said. ñI didnôt 

get involved in any of 

that stuff, but I saw a lot 

of stuff going on. Itôs 

been cleaned up since 

then.ò 

As he got older, Jud realized his riding days were coming to an 

end, partly due to safety concerns. And they did have their 

share of scary moments. 

Jud recalled riding in Council Bluffs when a pickup suddenly 

pulled out in front of them. 

ñMona went flying off, and I was able to stay on the bike,ò Jud 

said. ñI didnôt get hurt at all, except for some torn clothes, but 

Mona ended up in the hospital. She hit her head and had some 

gashes and hurt her knee.ò 

Then there was the time Jud was riding to an auction, also in 

Council Bluffs. 

ñI was on one of the back roads, cruising along about 50 or 55, 

and the next thing I knew I was looking up at a pretty woman,ò 

Jud said. ñI said, óWhat happened?ô She said, óYou hit a deer.ô I 

See Jud, Page 3 

 Ramona and Jud enjoy spending time with their dog, Baxter. 



3 

Jud: His last wreck helped end motorcycle -riding days  

Continued from Page 2 

didnôt remember a thing about it.ò 

His bike was totaled, but he didnôt suffer any broken bones, just 

cuts and scratches. He finally decided not to push the envelope 

and gave up riding. 

He sees a lot of reckless motorcycle riding these days, and he 

doesnôt like it. 

ñSome of them are nuts,ò Jud said. ñYou canôt see them. Iôm 

very careful when driving with bikes around.ò 

Advertising is welcome  
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If youôd like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card ð $2.00 

ı-page size ð $4.00 

İ-page size ð $5.00 

Full page ð $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter  

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bayôs Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher éééééééééééééé.éééé..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ééé...éééé.ééééé Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor éééééééééééééééé.éé.éé  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers é...éééé.é...é... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 

Jud tried to retire in 1992, but he worked several part-time jobs 

while living in west Omaha. Later they built a new home near 

Honey Creek, Iowa, and lived their for about 30 years in the 

Loess Hills. 

ñWe were on top of the Loess Hills,ò Jud said. ñIt was beautiful. 

But we were getting old, and we had a lot of land. So we decid-

ed to sell and just rent.ò 

They discovered a home for rent in Buccaneer Bay, and they 

became the newest residents of Lakeside Drive five years ago. 

ñWe liked the place, we liked the area,ò Jud said. ñItôs a nice 

neighborhood.ò 

A steamy morning overlooking Sailboat Lake  
The first chilly morning in Buccaneer Bay last month produced rising steam on Sailboat Lake. It was a sign 

that the warmer days of fall are behind us ð despite the above-average temperature on Oct. 29. 
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Buc Bay briefs 

Busy month for Post 56 members  
Nov. 11 marks the 70th anniversary of the official change from 

Armistice Day to Veterans Day. Then-President Dwight D. Ei-

senhower signed a proclamation Oct. 8, 1954, making it offi-

cial. 

There are many veterans among our Buc Bay residents, and 

some are members of Plattsmouthôs Legion Post 56. November 

is a big month for the members, capped, of course, by Veterans 

Day on Nov. 11. The month of activities begins Nov. 8 with a 

Veterans Day program at the Plattsmouth Middle School, start-

ing at 3 p.m. Other events that follow are: 

ƀ Nov. 9: Bellevue Veterans Day Parade. Parade start 

time: 10 a.m., trailer riders: 9 a.m. Meet location: Mission 

Street near Sinclair Station. Contact Kermit Reisdorph at: 

fkr2591@windstream.net or phone: (402) 297-6196 if you are 

riding on the trailer. 

ƀ Nov. 9: Pancakes & More. Location: Elmwood fire hall. 

Time: 7 a.m.ð12:30 p.m. Lots of delicious selections. This is a 

free-will offering with proceeds going to support the Elmwood 

G.A.R. Hall Veterans Museum as well as welcoming American 

Legion Baseball back to Elmwood. 

ƀ Nov. 11: Veterans Day Program. Location: Plattsmouth 

High School. Time: 9:30 a.m. Public invited. 

ƀ Nov. 11: Legion Post 56 Veterans Day Program. Loca-

tion: War Memorial Wall on the grounds of the Cass County 

Courthouse. Time: 6 p.m. Speaker: Ed James. 

ƀ Nov. 16: Pancake Feed. Location: Plattsmouth Veterans of 

Foreign Wars Ballroom. Time: 8 a.m. to noon. Cost: $7 ages 13 

and older; $5 ages 6 to 12; age 5 and under free; veterans free. 

Please consider attending one (or more) of these events. 

Addressing speeding, parking issues 

Two concerns have been brought to the attention of the block 

captains and Neighborhood Watch, specifically, occasional 

speeding and a lack of adherence to specific covenants that 

apply to parking. 

If you follow the posts on the Buccaneer Bay Neighborhood 

Facebook site, youôll notice that unsafe driving has been wit-

nessed by some of our residents. One of the many things that 

folks here find attractive about Buccaneer Bay is the peaceful 

atmosphere. 

With so many folks who walk and run on our streets that get a 

lot of traffic at times, drivers are asked to pay attention and 

obey the speed limit ð especially since we have no sidewalks. 

The cooperation of all would be appreciated by those who exer-

cise on our streets. 

Several block captains have been notified that some of our 

residents arenôt following the covenants regarding vehicles ð 

including motorcycles, motorhomes and RV campers. In a 

nutshell, those can be parked outside for no more than four 

days. Depending how they are parked, they can become a 

safety hazard if too close to streets or streets, which could 

block driversô ability to see children at play. 

The Buccaneer Bay Covenants pertaining to parking for all 

Buccaneer Bay residents states: 

ñNo automobile, boat, camping trailer, van-type campers, 

auto-drawn trailer of any kind, mobile home, motorcycle, 

snowmobile, or other self-propelled vehicles shall be stored or 

maintained outside of the garage or approved accessory 

building. For purposes of the preceding provision, óstored or 

maintained outside of the garage or approved accessory 

buildingô shall mean, parking the vehicle or trailer on the 

driveway, or any part of the Lot, outside of the garage or 

approved accessory building for four (4) or more consecutive 

days. All repair or maintenance work on automobiles, boats, 

camping trailers, van-type campers, auto-drawn trailers of 

any kind, mobile homes, motorcycles, snowmobiles or other 

self-propelled vehicles done on the premises must be done in 

the garage or approved accessory building. The dedicated 

street right-of-way located between the pavement and the lot 

line of any residential Lot shall not be used for the parking of 

any vehicle, boat, camper, or trailer. Automobiles and other 

self-propelled vehicles parked out-of-doors within the premis-

es above-described, or upon the streets thereof, must be in 

operating condition.ò 

Residents who have questions or need clarification can contact 

their block captain (the list is on Page 20 of this newsletter). 

Letôs all continue to work together and keep our community an 

amazing place to live. 

Mailbox maintenance is requested 

Mike Reusch, the longtime postal carrier for Buc Bay, posted 

this month on Facebook a plea that residents take a look at 

their mailboxes to make sure theyôre in good operating condi-

tion and well marked. Hereôs Mikeôs post: 

ñItôs that time of year again. Letôs do mailbox maintenance. By 

this I mean make sure your address is on the box. The 

(mailboxes) need to be level so mail doesn't fall out. Check 

door functionality. If you have questions on your box, feel free 

to ask me on (Facebook) or message me via messenger. I will 

be putting some fix-it style tickets in the boxes I feel need at-

tention sooner than later. The numbers in boxes will greatly 

help my new sub get the mail in the right spots.ò 

mailto:fkr2591@windstream.net
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