
D 
ecades before they met and married some 20 years 

ago, Annette and Bruce Wiles led busy, separate lives 

more than 20 miles apart. Now ñtechnicallyò retired, 

theyôre as busy as ever but over the years have found time to 

travel ð and they did lots of that, both within the country and 

overseas. So it shouldnôt be surprising that the couple decided 

to jump into the travel-agency business by joining the Dream 

Vacations Franchise Team. 

How they got to this point is as interesting as the events that 

led to their 2005 marriage 

and life on Sailboat Lake, 

starting in 2001. 

The roots of the Wiles family 

dates 300 years ago. Argua-

bly, the most famous was 

Isaac Wiles, an early 

Plattsmouth settler who was 

one of Nebraskaôs first terri-

torial legislators (starting in 

1861). On May 31, 1867, he 

introduced legislation for 

the State Seal that he designed. That seal remains unchanged to 

this day. 

Bruce was born and raised in Plattsmouth. He lived on the fam-

ily farm just south of town. Like all farm-raised kids, he had 

chores to complete in the morning, including hand-milking 

cows. 

ñIôd do it before going to school,ò he said. ñI had clean clothes 

on, but my shoes had a little scent on them. One girl asked me 

what that smell was, and I told her it was my cologne, called 

óPride of the Farm.ô ò 

Bruce added: ñI loved being a farmer and that whole farming 

operation. I really enjoyed living here.ò 

After graduating from Plattsmouth High School in 1974, he 

attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL), where he 

majored in general agriculture, a degree he put to good use. 

In April 1979, the Wiles brothers and their father started Wiles 

Bros., Inc., and, later, Wiles Bros., Fertilizer Inc. The entity 

became one of the largest family-owned seed, chemical  and 

custom farming operations in the area. While at Wiles Bros., See Wiles, Page 2 
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Bruce hosted and participated in reverse trade missions with 

the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.   

While Bruce was busy building the family business, Annette 

was embarking on a career with First Data Resources, starting 

in 1982. She worked her way up the corporate ladder, finishing 

her time there in 2007 as a vice president. 

ñThatôs where my travels took off,ò she said. ñI was able to trav-

el internationally and domestically for almost 30 years.ò 

Getting to know Buc Bay residents 
Their travel venture takes flight  

Californiaôs Muir Woods National Monument is 

one of many National Park trips Bruce and 

Annette Wiles have taken. (Wiles family photo.) 
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Wiles: Couple took the plunge into hop -growing business  

Continued from Page 1 

It was near the end of Annetteôs First Data career that she and 

Bruce were introduced to each other, courtesy of mutual 

friends. 

Bruce elected to leave the family business in 2012, the year he 

and Annette partnered with UNL to investigate growing spe-

cialty crops. 

ñBruce still wanted to stay involved in agriculture, because he 

had so much knowledge 

and history of Ag,ò she 

said. ñAt that time, we 

wanted to get into a 

specialty crop with the 

university. With my 

business background, I 

was never afraid to meet 

and talk to them. Thatôs 

how that relationship 

began.ò 

As they looked at 

branching out in a new 

direction, craft brewing 

was first develop-

ing. They spoke to a 

friend who brewed beer 

in his basement and 

sought more infor-

mation on hops. Then 

one day, while returning 

from the funeral of 

Bruceôs Aunt Doris, 

Annette spotted a hop 

plant growing wild on 

Webster Boulevard. 

Recalled Bruce: ñWe got back from the funeral, I took my dress 

clothes off, and put on my work clothes and boots and went 

back there.ò 

More discussions followed with folks at UNL seeking a possible 

partnership with hop growing. 

What eventually grew out of all that was the formation of Mid-

west Hop Producers LLC, starting in 2014. It takes patience to 

grow hops, Annette said, because it takes three to four years for 

the plants to reach maturity. 

Nebraska provides an ideal environment for growing hops, she 

explained, but the rich soil and water table also provide a 

breeding ground for weeds. It took a lot of physical labor, ma-

chinery and hours to be successful at the venture. 

The 32 acres and 22 different varietals of hops that were har-

vested were sold to brewers throughout the United States and 

internationally, and the Wiles, in turn, would purchase the beer 

from the brewers. Part of the land that was used for growing 

hops was the former Plattsmouth Country Club, as well as 

property previously owned at Bay Hills. 

At that time, Nebraska was one of 32 states outside the Pacific 

Northwest where hops were grown. In 2015, Annette was elect-

ed to the USA Hop Growers of America National Board of Di-

rectors. She was the lone female on the board ð and the only 

grower outside of the Pacific Northwest ð representing all the 

small growers. 

In 2021, the couple de-

cided to leave the hop-

growing business and 

began the process of 

rezoning the old Coun-

try Club property and 

dividing the land into 

six lots where the hops 

once grew. 

Through the years, An-

nette and Bruce have 

served on various 

boards and foundations. 

Bruce still holds his 

Certified Crop Advisor 

(Nebraska and Interna-

tional Certification), 

and he currently serves 

on the Plattsmouth His-

torical Society 

Board.  He was past vice 

president of the Sailboat 

Lake Owners Associa-

tion.  And he was a Na-

tional Corn Growers 

Association Corn Yield 

Contest winner in  2003 and 2006. 

Annette has spent countless years on multiple Nebraska com-

mittees, boards and foundations. For Annette, it all started in 

Plattsmouth and Cass County before moving to the state and 

even national levels. First, the Plattsmouth Community Foun-

dation (Board member, treasurer and secretary), then the 

Plattsmouth Chamber of Commerce (Board member and vice 

chair). Next, Cass County NE Economic Development Council 

(Board member, vice chair and secretary). Then Cass County 

CASA/Court Appointed Special Advocate (Board member, 

president and vice president). 

Her state representation began with the Nebraska State Cham-

ber of Commerce and Industry (District IV representative and 

vice chair). Annette has been appointed by the governor to two 

See Wiles, Page 3 

 Bruce and Annette enjoy traveling outside the country as much as 

 within America. (Wiles family photo.) 
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state commissions: Nebraska Craft Brewery Board (vice chair) 

and Nebraska Hemp Commission (current chair). 

Annette also sits on the University of Nebraska Presidentôs Ad-

visory Council and the Nebraska Diplomats (Board member 

and past president). 

ñI still sit on the Diplomats Board, which is the stateôs largest 

economic development board,ò she said. ñItôs been an amazing 

experience. The 

growth, knowledge, 

networking and under-

standing I gained are 

immeasurable.ò  

She takes pride in rep-

resenting and being 

married to a third-

generation farm family 

with deep roots in 

Plattsmouth and Cass 

County. 

Said Annette: ñThey 

were here when the 

Pony Express rode 

through.ò 

She believes her role in 

serving on various pan-

els and boards has 

been to remind people 

about Cass County. 

Now the focus is to 

provide training and 

leadership to the next generation. 

ñIôm 60,ò she said, ñand Iôm one of the younger ones on a lot of 

these boards. We need younger people to get involved. I realize 

itôs hard, people with young kids donôt have time. Iôm advocat-

ing for leadership training, across the county and state. When 

development comes, we need to be ready.  

ñIôm looking for people to get involved in some of these organi-

zations, because Iôm ready to resign and go into my next thing.ò 

That ñnext thingò is the travel-planning industry. Thatôs when 

Annette and Bruce joined the Dream Vacations Franchise 

Team. As part of Dream Vacations, they are affiliated with 

World Travel Holdings, the largest vacation retailer in America. 

But you donôt just jump into a complicated venture like that 

without extensive training to become fully licensed. 

ñI was required to participate in in-depth training and work-

shops,ò she said, ñincluding sales and marketing seminars, 

product briefings by major cruise lines and land suppliers, and 

hands-on computer systems orientation. 

Wiles: Annette keeps busy serving on many committees  

Continued from Page 2 ñI learned innovative ways to get spectacular savings on sensa-

tional vacations, so you donôt have to dig (online) for deals. 

Dream Vacations guarantees travelers the best possible value 

for every cruise line, resort and more.ò 

Annette said folks hoping to save on their next trip should visit 

her new website to see whatôs currently available. Click on this 

link: 

https://awiles.dreamvacations.com. 

On that site, individuals can sign up for quarterly giveaways 

and exclusive deals through her email program. 

She added: ñOur specific 

areas of focus include 

group travel (milestone 

birthdays, reunions, wed-

dings, etc.), all-inclusive, 

cruises, bucket-list travel, 

nature expeditions and 

multigenerational trav-

el. We are currently estab-

lishing group tours and 

vacations for Christmas 

Break, Spring Break, river 

cruises, Octoberfest, 

Christmas markets tours 

and wellness retreats. 

Annette became used to 

travel during her long First 

Data career. She flew 

throughout the world on 

company business. And 

once married to Bruce, the 

couple embraced vacation 

travel to various American states and popular spots abroad. 

Theyôve enjoyed countless cruises ð even car trips to most of 

the U.S. National Parks. 

Six months after the January 2023 start of the new venture, 

things came to a halt due to a serious car accident. 

Last July, they were heading to a family reunion in Kansas City 

with Annette at the wheel and Bruce in the passenger seat. Her 

parents and her niece were in the back. They were t-boned by a 

young driver while making a left turn. Bruce suffered the most, 

but his injuries werenôt immediately discovered until months 

later. 

As months passed, different doctors had similar diagnoses, but 

nothing helped. Last March, it was discovered that Bruce had a 

paralyzed left diaphragm, and that he was only getting 50 per-

cent of his oxygen. A five-hour operation helped relieve some 

pressure in April, but the slow recovery continues today. 

Bruce is trying to follow doctorôs orders and take it slow, but he 

vows to return to his former active self, which includes more 

travel. 

 Bruce and Annette relaxing during one of their many vacation 

 trips. (Wiles family photo.) 



Advertising is welcome  
The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is distributed to more than 

400 homes, and even more eyes see it on the Buc Bay 

Facebook site. If youôd like to advertise, here are the monthly 

rates: 

Business-size card ð $2.00 

ı-page size ð $4.00 

İ-page size ð $5.00 

Full page ð $10 

New advertisements/business cards should be emailed (as a 

jpeg) to John Fey at: jmfey1952@gmail.com 

Buccaneer Bay Newsletter  

The Buccaneer Bay Newsletter is produced monthly for 

residents of Buccaneer Bayôs Sanitary Improvement District 

No. 5. 

Editor/Publisher éééééééééééééé.éééé..  John Fey 

Designer/Creative Director ééé...éééé.ééééé Gerry Fey 

Copy Editor éééééééééééééééé.éé.éé  Shirley Fey 

Contributing Writers é...éééé.é...é... All Buc Bay residents 

To contact the editor or contribute stories, photos or 

comments email: jmfey1952@gmail.com. 
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Getting into the Halloween spirit  

Some of our neighbors couldnôt wait until 

October to prepare for Halloween. In the 

left photo, a Husker skeleton can be seen 

on Lakeside Circle. In the above photo, 

courtesy of Roger Kellison, a monster jack-

oô-lantern can be spotted in the front yard 

of a home on the Boulevard. 
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Any of you who drove over the Platte River bridge this summer 

noticed the work being done on the east side to add a trail sec-

tion for runners/walkers and cyclists. The official grand open-

ing, which took place Aug. 3, marked the end of a project 

planned 20 years ago. 

ñTrails are designed to provide recreation, active transporta-

tion, and access to natural resources,ò Papio NRD Natural Re-

sources Planner Eric Williams said at the grand opening. ñThe 

Platte River Bridge Trail excels at all three of those objectives 

and represents a boundary-breaking accomplishment for re-

gional connectivity.ò 

While driving north over the bridge, I often glanced at the new 

trail section, curious about how far it con-

tinued when it turned east. The only way to 

find out was to actually walk on it, so thatôs 

what wife Shirley and I did at the end of  last 

month. 

We parked just off the side of the gravel 

portion of the trail on the north side of the 

Platte and headed south. Once on the 

bridge, you get a cool view to the east. The 

trail wasnôt busy at all that Wednesday af-

ternoon ð we saw just two bikers. 

At its most southern end, the trail takes a sharp left turn, and 

the concrete part turns into Beach Road, which bikers share 

with vehicles entering the Merrittôs Beach RV Park. It appears 

that Beach Road isnôt very busy, which would make it ideal for 

cyclists. 

Iôve got a feeling the new trail extension will be getting busier 

as the word spreads. Former Bellevue Mayor and current state 

legislator Rita Sanders ð a frequent trail user ð was there for 

the grand opening. 

ñThe Platte River Bridge Trail is a project that has been years in 

the making,ò Rita said that day. ñThis project has required true 

community building, leaning on a partnership between the city, 

From the Editor, John Fey 

Cyclists welcome trail extension  
county, and community leaders to benefit the people. It is truly 

wonderful that we can come together and enjoy this beautiful 

bike path that not only promotes community health, but also 

has a great view.ò 

At least two of our residents ð Vicki Mason and Dave Martens 

ð have taken advantage of the new trail extension. They often 

ride together. 

Dave provided the newsletter with information and tips for 

others planning to use the trail. He starts with parking for 

those who drive to the trail. 

Said Dave: ñThe bridge is not a designated trailhead. There is 

no parking allowed on the Allied Road shoulder or the access to 

the levee or anywhere on the levee. Per an NDOT employee on 

the project, parking  is allowed on the infield between the levee 

and Allied Road if itôs not wet and muddy. It is highly recom-

mended to use front and tail lights during the day and night on 

any roadway that is shared with motor vehicles.ò 

Dave continued: ñNormally,  we ride the óniceô shoulders along 

Bay Road or Webster Boulevard, then turn north onto and fol-

low Beach Road at Schmidt Trucking which leads you over 

some railroad tracks and continuing on Beach Road. After go-

ing over the railroad tracks, Beach Road is all smooth gravel, 

with a short patch of larger gravel starting near the Merritt 

Beach camper entrance to the concrete path leading to the 

bridge. 

ñAfter crossing the bridge to the north, Allied Road can be tak-

en north, into La Platte and then east to 5th Street turning back 

north which is gravel until curving and reaching Fairview 

Road. Turning back north on Fort Crook Road and then west 

on Capehart Road will bring you to the Papio Trail just after 

going under US 75. This route is doable but probably for more 

seasoned riders.ò 

Dave suggests as an alternative, riders should take Allied Road 

to Platteview Road (Hwy. 34), turn east (riding the shoulder), 

then turn north onto Harlan Lewis Road (Base Lake Road) for 

about a half-mile where riders can get on the Papio Trail going 

either east or west. 

ñTo the west along the Papio Creek, all of the Metro trail sys-

tem can be utilized,ò Dave said, ñor if you go east ð which will 

then turn north ð you can ride to Haworth Park on the east 

side of town. Unfortunately, the Bellevue Bridge no longer al-

lows bicycle traffic. But you can get to downtown  Bellevue on 

Mission Street, and beyond, using the city streets.ò 

Riders, once finding their way to Beach Road, can take that to 

Webster Boulevard. 

Top left photo is the view to the east while standing on 

the trail. Right photo is looking north. See Editor, Page 7 



Editor: Extension may bring out more cyclists from area  

Continued from Page 6 

ñIt is relatively safe to ride the shoulders of Webster to down-

town Plattsmouth,ò Dave said. ñOnce in town, there are restau-

rants, local businesses and a bar which we encourage and 

sometimes frequent. 

ñThere are a few local bicycle groups from Plattsmouth and 

others who regularly plan rides to the area, with several riding 

from Bellevue, Papillion and further from Council Bluffs and all 

over Omaha. These rides often include stops at businesses on 

routes to other towns sometimes going as far as Nehawka.ò 

There has been talk, he said, but so far no plan is in place to 

extend the trail on either side of the Hwy. 34 pedestrian bridge. 

ñFor bicycles, the routes can as short as 5 to 10 miles,ò Dave 

said, ñand as long as 100 miles and anywhere in between. You 

donôt always have to take the same route, and exploring differ-

ent areas is pretty fun.ò 

The NRDôs Williams said additional projects are in progress to 

connect with the Platte River bridge and continue the expan-

sion of trail benefits throughout the community. Letôs see if 

that takes another 20 years. 

* * * 

Switching gears a bit, I donôt know about you, but Tuesday, 

Nov. 5, canôt come soon enough. Yes, thatôs Election Day, which 

brings a halt to all the television and radio ads weôve been bom-

barded with the past couple months. 

Since taking over this newsletter in January 2022, I promised 

myself to keep political views to myself ð as much as I enjoy 

talking politics. But I do want to urge everyone to vote. We owe 

it to those who fought for our right to do that. 

For Buccaneer Bay residents, it doesnôt get much easier with 

the clubhouse serving as a polling place. For years, our resi-

dents have served the important roles needed to make the vot-

ing process smooth. Iôm always in and out in just a few 

minutes. 

Of course, if youôre not able to vote in person, it can be done by 

mail, but you have to request a ballot from the Cass County 

election commission. For information, click on this link: 

casscountyne.gov/2024-election-information 

Donôt forget that if youôre voting in person, bring your I.D. as 

under a new law, itôs required. 
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Spectacular morning view  
Sailboat Lake resident Steve Villamonte shared a 
September sunrise on his Facebook page. 

Coming to roost in Buc Bay  

Golfers this summer might have noticed that a 

wayward shot on the 16th hole might bother the 

chickens that live nearby the green. (Photo 

courtesy of Ariel Dineen.) 
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